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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis— ; 
10,000 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 
134 cwt. coke per ton of coal. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
Do. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY’S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 
GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 
FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 
FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 
The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 


pe og cret orte eo 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked “* RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts of the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories—Derwenthaugh, Swalwell, and Heb- 
burn Quay, near Newcastle-on-Tyne; and London 
’Wharvee—Falcon Wharf, No. 80, Bankside; and Hon- 
duras Wharf, Cubit Town. Large stocks kept. 





oie. 


Address G. H. Ramsay, NewcastLe-on-Trneg. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 
IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 





, and not to vary, and have come into general use more 
4 rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. 


PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 
THE TESTING-HOUSE REPORTS. 


The Reports prepared for the Sci and Art Depart- 
ment, under the direction of the Lords of the Council, 
detail the arrangements made for testing the gas appa- 
ratus exhibited. In the testing-house erected by the 
Special Committee appointed to further this object a 
gasholder was constructed by Mr. G. Glover, being a 
fac simile of that produced and patented by him in 
1860, and deposited in the Exchequer, under the pro- 
visions of the Sales of Gas Act, and British manufac- 
turers of gas apparatus were invited by advertisement, 
and by direct application, to forward worthy objects for 
exhibition. Mr. G. Glover was, however; the only 
manufacturer who sent Meters to be tested. The re- 
port. states. that, as “‘ Mr. Glover is a manufacturer of 
Dry Meters only, no opportunity presented itself of 
comparing their accuracy with that of Wet Meters 
under various circumstances, but the perfection to 
which that maker has brought his Meters prevents the 
possibility of those extravagant errors which are well 
known to exist where Wet Meters are used.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 07, Boulevard de Magenta, Paris. 











COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOSEPH COWEN and Co, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prizz MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
RerTorts and OTHER OBJECTS in Fire-CLay,”’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExuHisiTion of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, Fire-Brickxs, &c., for ExXceLLenos of 
Quatiry.” 

J.C.and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufaciurers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
ef all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay Sips, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 





jon RUSSELL AND 90, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-M ETER 
STREET-LAMP 


MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 


EsTaBLiIsHED > 
All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 











BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
Near NewcasT.e-on-Tynz. 


Witram COCHRAN CARR begs 
most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas C panies for their 
patronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enl. his extensive premises for the 
manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and that he is now 
prepared to execute the largest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the saortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, OLp Broap Srreer, Crry, Lowpon. 


“ 
HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 
@ aan nee — eyo ad used in the Gas- 
orks o urgh, where illuminating power of 
the gas is the highest in Britain. 
The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet; fll 
power 33°8 standard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth, 


O’'NESS CANNEL COALS.—This 


Cannel is largely used in gas-works where, in addi- 
tion to high illuminating power, there exists ademand for 
superior Coke, it being the best Coke-producing Cannel 
of all Scottish Cannels. It yields about 11,000 cubic ft. 
of 25 standard candle gas per ton. 

Ports of Shipment, either the Forth or the Clyde. 

Apply to J. and W. Romans, 53, Frederick Street, 
EpInBuRGH ; & 1, Walbrook, Mansion House, Lonpon. 











NOTICE. 
LESMAHAGO GAS OR CANNEL COAL. 
AMES FERGUSON & CO., Auchin- 


HRATH COLLIERY, LesmAnAGO, and the NITSHILL 
& LESMAHAGO COAL COMPANY, AvcuinnxgatTa 
AND SourTurretp CoLirenres, LesMAHAGO, sole Proprie- 
tors and Producers of the above celebrated GAS COAL, 
beg to intimate to Gas Companies and other consumers 
that, having reason to suspect that Cannel or other 
Coal of very inferior quality, both as regards the quan- 
tity and oe pe power of the Gas, has frequentry 
been mixed with and sold under the name of ** Lesma- 
hago,” they have now appointed Messrs. James LawkiB 
Co., of 63, Old Broad Street, Lonpon, E.C., sele 
agents for England; and Messrs. La Cour & Warsow, 
of Lerrn, sole agents for foreign markets; and, in 
order to prevent a recurrence of the frauds named, they 
request that all purchasers will send their orders 
through the above-named firms. Orders for other 
than the above-named markets may be forwarded 
direct to either of the Proprietors. 

The Proprietors will, in future, use their own forms 
of bills of lading, and also issue certificates of origin, 
signed, as the case may be, either by James Farevson 
& Co.,, or by the Nirsmitt & 90 Cost Company; 
and they request all consumers purchasing 
Coal to demand such a certificate for each om 
to observe that it corresponds. with the bill 

hinheath, Lesmahago, 


and 
Auc t 


» Marth, 1868. 











AND 127, BOULEVARD DE MAGENTA, ,’PARIS.2 
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GEORGE GLOVER & CO.,, 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the Government, 


HAVE OBTAINED THE 


PRIZE 


FOR 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS AND GASOMETERS, 


AT: THE 
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HENRY HOWARD % CO., ‘| 
COOMBS WOOD PATENT TUBE-WORKS, 
OLD HII, near DUDLEY, | 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
‘FOR GAS, ‘STEAM, & "WATER, ‘EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED,OR ENAMELUED. ! 
CORE BARS for IRONFOUNDERS, STOCKS, TAPS, .& DIES, IRON COCKS, é&c. 








W. G. DAVIS, 2, Brabant Court, Philpot Lane, E.C. 
J. R. HILL, 73, Hatton Garden, E.C. 


JOHN HALL & CO.,, 


STOURBRIDGE, 
MANUFACTURERS of FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, & TILES, 


Sa Be 


London Agents ; 








AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-CLAY GOODS. 
N.B.—A Stock of 15 and 16 in. CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand. Other kinds made to order on short notice. 


SILVER MEDAL, PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


WROUGHT-IRON ru BES AND FITTINGS 
SOLE LICENSEES for the United Kingdom for the LAVENANT PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


the Coating of which does not shell off, is a certain preservative from rust, and resists all effects of expansion and contraction. ( 


LAP-WELDED IRON & HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES, 


For Locomotive, Marine, and Stationary Boilers, 
b-jler-Tube Ferrules, Gun-Metal Gland Cocks, Water-Gauges, Whistles, &c. ; Stocks, Taps, and Dies for Serewing, and Gas-Fitters Tools of all’kinds, 


London Offices: No. 4, Cloak Lane, Queen Street, E.C. 
WAREHOUSES: 

LONDON : No. 157, Upper Thames Street, E.C. LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and 8, Crooked Lane, Strand Street. 

MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. PARIS and LILLE. 


BEST AND HOLDEN’S 
PATENTS FOR CHARGING AND DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, | 


WITH CHAMBERS FOR MOUTHS, 
; REQUIRING NO LUTING. 

Gas Engineers are solicited to examine into the merits of this invention before erecting new or altering old retort-houses. It may be seen in 
action at the Alliance Gas Company’s Works, Dublin, where its utility and economy will be clearly demonstrated. Although the saving in labour 
wili be considerable, and quickly return any outlay of capital, there are other and important features strongly recommending its adoption at all gas- 
wu: ks, and which a gas engineer upon examination will at once appreciate. ; ‘ae 

The Directors of the Alliance Gas Company have kindly consented to give every facility to gentlemen desirous of seeing the invention in 
operation. Parties, therefore, about to visit Dublin will be so good as to send-us their card, and we will furnish them with letters of introduction. 

Drawings, &c., may be seen at our Office, and all details explained. 


JOHN CHISHOLM, SON, & CO., 44, MARK LANE, E.C. 


THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 












































¥ 






In consequence of the increasing demand for their Retorts, have largely extended this branch of their Kire-Clay Works, and are now prepared to execute 


th t i tant orders, either for home or export, with great punctuality. : et é . 

: "The Fine-Cla raised hen the Farnley Estate (commonly called the Wortley bed) is unsurpassed by any other known in the district, and is peculiarly 
well adapted for Retorts, Gn-Oume, and eng 4 ; and - F. I. Co. beg especially to invite those connected with Gas-Works, who have not yet used 
their Retorte, to be enough to favour them with a trial. 

ovThe B. 1. Co. eer ol in stock, for immediate supply, Fire-Bricks of every size and kind—Tiles, Sanitary Tubes, Ornamental Terra-Cotta Ware 

Bricks, the Whi 


White Faci 
Prices, 


te, Buff and Salt-Glazed Bricks, &c., &c. 
wings, and all other information may be obtained by applying as above, or to 


MR. SUTTON, THE HULL STORES, 46}, QUEEN STREET, HULL. 
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J. & J. BRADDOCK, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 


GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, i 


Of the Best Material and Workmanship, carefully adjusted to the requirements of the British Sales of Gas Act i 
and Foreign Standards of Measures. 


PATENT COMPENSATING CAS-METERS,) 





Which are uniform with the Ordinary Meters, and register with minute accuracy. 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 


IN BEST TINNED IRON CASES. 
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GAS STATION- METERS, 


ALL SIZES, WITH PLANED JOINTS. 


GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST-GOVERNORS, &e. 


Home and Foreign Orders promptly attended to. Terms, &c., on application. 

















MESSRS. J. & J. BRADDOCK, 


Tender their grateful acknowledgments for the past generous and extensive patronage conferred on their firm, anc Leg) 
to assure their Friends, Gas Engineers, and Gas Companies generally, that every exertion will continue to ‘be made to}} 
maintain the sterling quality of their work in every department. | 
Their ORDINARY METERS, WET and DRY, have now a demand over that of any other maker in the North of}! 
England; and their STATION-METERS stand unrivalled for Design, Sound Workmanship, and Efficiency. | 
All sizes of CONSUMERS METERS generally in Stock. 
{i 


STATION-METERS, in round or square cases, on the Shortest Notice. 








—— 
‘Gleneen 





{ 
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e GEORGE NEWTON, 


(Late Senior Partner of the Globe Meter-Works,) 


UNION STREET WEST, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


IMPROVED WET & DRY CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


GAS STATION -METERS, 


With all the Joints planed, 


GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST GOVERNORS, &c. 


TERMS, &c., ON APPLICATION. 














THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Suocessors to CROLL, RATT, and 00., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPER'MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 





For information, &c., apply to 
W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 


OR TO 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


GAS AND WATER PIPES. 
CLARIDGE, NORTH, & CO., 


BiisTroN. 














This Patent Gas Coal is a compound of Pulverized Coal and Shale Oil. It is now used most successfully by some of the 
| London Gas Companies, and also in Dublin and other places, for increasing the illuminating power of the Gas, which it does 
lat less cost than Cannel Coal. The illuminating power of this Patent Coal can be made of any strength required up to 
| 35 candles, and is in all cases guaranteed. The Coke is of the best quality, as the best Newcastle and Sunderland Coals only 


iare used in the manufacture. 
This Patent Coal is shipped at Sunderland, where works for its manufacture have been erected. 


Further particulars can be obtained from 


| 
| W. W. JOBSON, 16, Fish Street Hill, LONDON; or 
| WALKER, BRUCE, & CO., Patent Gas-Coal Works, South Docks, SUNDERLAND. 








| 





|| EXTRACT from the Inaugural Address of THOMAS G. BARLOW, Ese., C.E., President of the British Association of Gas Managers, 
at their Fifth Annual General Meeting, held in London on the 2nd of June, 1868, 


Gentlemen,—In considering the progress that has been made in the manufacture and distribution of Gas during the past year, the new inventions and 
new processes which have been adopted or tried with prospect of success, deserve to be specially noticed. Foremost among them is M'‘Kenzie’s process for 
|producing Gas of high illuminating power from small Coal, mixed with crude Shale Oil. The pressure which the Legislature has recently put on Gas 
Companies to raise the standard of illuminating power considerably above that obtainable from common Coal, has compelled most of them to use a certain 
| proportion of Cannel Coal, at a heavy loss, and with a diminution in the value of the Coke. The advance in the price of Cannel Coal, consequent on the 
| increased consumption, has stimulated inquiry to find a substitute for it; and this seems to have been accomplished by Mr. M‘Kenzie, whose process has 
been successfully adopted on a large scale at the Alliance Gas-Works in Dublin. The small Coal is well mixed with the Oil, in the proportions varying 
from 10 to 30 gallons of Oil to one ton of Coals. This is effected by means of a mixing or grinding mill. The Compound material is then distilled in ordi- 
nary Gas Retorts of clay or iron, at a strong heat. I have recently witnessed an experiment on a mixture of Llantwit Small Coal shipped at Cardiff, and 
costing in Dublin 12s. 6d. per ton, with 5 per cent, of Broxburne Shale Oil, costing £5 10s. per ton, the produce of the distillation of one ton of which 
mixture was— 

9750 cubic feet of Gas, 21°5 Candles illuminating power. 11 gallons of Tar. 
37 bushels of good hard, saleable Coke. 15 gallons of Ammoniacal Liquor, of 5° Twaddle. 
2 bushels of Breeze. 

The ccst of this mixture, including Royalty, was about 17s. per ton, against 24s. for Wigan Cannel, over which it has the advantage of at least 5s. por tor 
,in the value of the Coke, 
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The Manufacturers desire respectfully to call the attention of Gas Companies and Engineers to their Improved Retort and | 
_|other Stamped Wrought-Iron Lids, which possess the following advantages over Wrought Lids hitherto manufactured :— | 
Uniform size and shape, a smooth and even surface, and a superiority of finish hitherto unattained. These desirable qualifica- 
tions are preserved irrespective of form. 

The Manufacturers have recently laid down extensive Hydraulic Machinery, with a view to acquire the above result, and 
the success they have achieved in this branch of their business has surpassed their most sanguine expectations. The simple | 
fact that these Lids fit into one die, and are stamped and cut out at one blow, is a sufficient proof that they must be necessarily 
alike in all respects, and superior to any other make. 

The following Gas Companies have the Lids in use, and can certify to their merits :— 


en ene eetteeemeenenittia denen 











Belfast, Burslem & Tunstall, | Fazeley, Luton, | Stoke Fenton and 
Beverley, Bury, Gloucester, Nottingham, | Longton, 
‘| Birkenhead, Carlisle, Harrogate, Nuneaton, | South Shields, 
irmingham and Staf-| City of London, Huyton and Roby, Perth, Southampton, | 
Bolton, [fordshire,| Cowes, Leeds, Preston, | Stockton, 
'| Bombay, Croydon, Leicester, Portsea Island, Tunbridge Wells, | 
|| Bradford, Crystal Palace, Liverpool, Rossendale, | Victoria Docks, 
|| Brighton, Derby, Longport, South Metropolitan, | Warrington, 
|| Brighton and Hove, | Equitable, London, | Lowestoft, London, &e., &c. 





PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION. 


THOMAS PIGGOTT & CO., 


(Established 45 Years,) 
ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, and IRONFOUNDERS, 
GASHOLDER, GAS APPARATUS, & STEAM-ENGINE BOILER MAKERS, 


SPRING HILL, BIRMINGHAM. 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


} D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
ENGINEER & GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
FOUNTAINBRIDGE WORKS, EDINBURGH. | 


-- 
D. BRUCE PEEBLES having commenced a new manufacture in DRY GAS-METERS, begs to call the attention of Gas Engineers to its special j 


advantages. 
The meter-case is made of strong tinned sheet iron, which will withstand oxidation even in damp places for a very long time, and is not liable to be 


broken by a blow or fall, while the weight is not one-third of those in cast iron. 
The construction of this meter is so simple that a few screws only are required for fitting, and it can be taken to pieces and refitted with a facility 


}| hitherto unattainable. 

The jointing is novel, simple, and effectual, and is made with a minimum of cement or putty. 

The whole of the working parts can be got at in a few minutes, without a soldering bolt, and can be cleaned, refitted, and set to work without the 
resetting of valves and levers—an operation found to be very troublesome witb ordinary dry meters, and only practicable to an experienced workman. With 
this meter any one who can handle a screw-driver may take to pieces, clean, and refit the whole with the greatest ease. 

D. B. P., while thanking the many friends and customers who now have his wet meters in use, begs to state that the same care and attention to the 
quality of workmanship and materials which are given to that branch will be extended to the dry meter manufacture, and he trusts by constant personal 
attention to merit a continuance of that patronage which already has been so liberally bestowed. 


*,* The 3-Light Dry Meters are now ready for delivery, and other sizes are being 
proceeded with as rapidly as possible. 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES,| 


MANUFACTURED BY 


WILLIAM AND BENJAMIN COWAN, 


(ESTABLISHED 1827,) 
BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


Possess a simplicity of construction and facility for repair greater than any yet produced, while the excellence of the 
material and workmanship, and accuracy of registration, cannot be surpassed. The superiority of their Dry Meters in 
Tin Cases is also well known. 





a Nl kN 
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SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 
ESSON’S PATENT COMPENSATING GAS- METERS. 
} COWAN’S PATENT SIDE-VALVE GAS-METERS. 
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THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION OF —" 
1867. 





SILVER MEDAL. e es ) 





THOMAS GLOVER & C0., 


\DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 


LONDON, 


HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 





WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CQ. 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
“Establishes 1816. 





PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary |! 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 

“Tt is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a Pa as to renderthem 3 per cent. slow || 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. ‘To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises ily” ee instead of depressing it. The 


fact of the ag ee having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practi and effectually remedies the incon- 
it is d to meet.”—JounnaL or Gas LicHTINeG. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
ingham, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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Potes upon Passing Lwuents., 


Tue contest for the mayoralty is over—the present Lord 
Mayor has been defeated; the future Lord Mayor has the 
honour of a real election, instead of the usual form or farce. 
One good result of the City system of hospitalities is that the 
two rivals must be reconciled. We do not fall in each other’s 
arms and embrace, as in France and Germany, but we take 
wine with each other, which answers the purpose even better. 
It is not to be denied that City hospitality has its merits, 
which would be much more freely conceded by the outside 
public if City feasts were not conducted so much on the 
mutual invitation principle. In the first chapter of Le Sage’s 
“* Devil on Two Sticks,” the lame and diabolical hero relates 











how, having quarrelled and fought with a brother demon, they 
were reconciled by the intervention of mutual friends; ‘‘upea 
“which,” he says, ‘‘we embraced most tenderly, and then 
** hated each other ever afterwards more than ever.” Now, 
we do not think that, after one of the solemn City feasts aad 
the public drinking of healths, it would be possible that any- 
thing so unpleasant should happen between the Lord Mayor, 
when he descends to be Alderman Lawrence, and Mr. Alder- 
man Besley, when he ascends to be Lord Mayor. But another 
very nice point has arisen to foster ill-feeling between the 
friends of the rival City-sovereigns. Some time since we were 
told on authority that Blackfriars Bridge was to be openeil 
not later than the 18th of October. Now the Lord Mayor 
has announced, in solemn secrecy, to one hundred and fifty 
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gentlemen, most of them with wives, that under favoureble 
circumstances Her Majesty will inaugurate the opening of 
Blackfriars Bridge, and perhaps the Holborn Viaduct, early in 
November—in fact, a further delay of three weeks. We cannot 
be surprised at this tardy but gracious intention. After Her 
Majesty had examined the plans and designs of the two great 
bridges, one over water and the other over land, and marked 
the conspicuous spot which, by a happy delay, the Corporation 
has been able to select for the site of a statue to the Prince 
Consort, she could not but feel, if not exclaim— 
These are imperial works, and worthy kings. 

But, then, if Her Majesty is to honour the opening day of 
these great monuments of City taste and magnificence, is it to 
be before or after the 9th of November? ‘To be or not to 
“‘ be ” Lord Mayor Lawrence or Besley Baronet? —“ that is the 
‘* question.” Or can the matter be compromised if the cere- 
mony take place on the 9th, when the ex and reigning City 
sovereigns both appear in the procession? Perhaps before 
these lines are printed the interesting question may be settled. 
To the public, very impatient for the long-delayed conveniences 
of viaduct and bridge, the popular cry will be—not a long, but 
“‘an early day, my lord.” The passengers, not criminals, horse 
and foot, think they have suffered long enough. Her Majesty's 
personal convenience will, no doubt, settle the question. If 


the Cabinet has any voice in the matter, the claims of ¢we!! 


brothers, both voting on the Ministerial side, except where 
City privileges are concerned, will not be without weight. 

It must be confessed that in these days of universal news- 
paper-reading all municipal governing bodies have a hard time 
of it. An appetite for costly improvements and impatience of 
the inevitable taxation are fostered with equal rapidity. We 
referred some time since to the case of the new parks of Fins- 
bury and Southwark, where the ratepayers on one side grum- 
bled loudly at the needful cost, and on the other protested 
furiously against the sale of any fringe of the parks for re- 
couping the expenses of fencing and planting. So in the City, 
the other day, every one was amazed and delighted with the 
unexpected effect produced by opening new Mansion House 
Street, the convenience of which will be incalculable and the 
cost frightful. Straightway a memorial is presented to the 
Metropolitan Board, asking them, as men of taste, to leave 
open a central space that must be worth many thousand 
pounds. If a parish were to ask the Board to give them 
£10,000 for the sake of improving a prospect, the petition 
would be tabled with scant ceremony. But there is so much 
difference between meal and malt in certain circumstances. A 
taste for pulling down and building up—what the agent of a 
large-revenued and hard-up duke called “ the brick and stone 
“* fever ”’—** grows by what it feeds on.” 


There can be no doubt that after the glories of the royal 


procession through Holborn and over Blackfriars, a good many }} 


citizens, like Oliver Twist, and with as much reason, will be 
crying for ‘‘more’’ of the same sort of work—more new 
streets, and another bridge or two. If the money can only be 
found—and City credit is still excellent—they need not be at a 
loss for plans. A committee appointed for the purpose has 
just printed, endorsed, and circulated plans suggested by the 
engineer of that anomalous body, the Commissioners of 
Sewers—part of the Corporation, but not the Corporatioa— 
which would usefully absorb some millions. We have noticed 
some of these plans before, but now is a favourable time te 
register in these pages ideas which have for the first time been 


fully noticed in the daily papers during the weeks of sea-side}) 


vacation. The correspondence on the subject of over-crowded 
London includes the following letter from Mr. Haywood, 
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which is, in fact, a fuller statement of one of the most impor- 
tant sections of his report. It is quite as well that we should 






















































































ment is absolutely essential, a step has been taken towards 
'| providing the funds. 


jis not materially due to the insufficiency of the bridge, but is due almost 


jon the north being condensed into that portion of King William Street 
‘| which lies between the statue and the bridge, coupled with the cross traffic 


= 


| traffic between the counties of Kent and Essex; and the consequence is, 


|| widen Basinghall Street, Ironmonger Lane, and Queen Street, 


|* that purpose. 


| of festivals, would take a leaf from the books of Mr. Peabody, 


!|make also a certain way to honourable immortality. 
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know the worst, and not cheat ourselves with the idea that 
palliatives such as outside iron footways will be sufficient. 
When the public has become convinced that a public improve- 





My attention has been called to some articles which have appeared in 
your journal respecting a proposition to wider London Bridge by throwing 
out footways beyond the line of the present parapets. 

There is no novelty that I am aware of in this plan, for it has frequently 
bern suggested during the last dozen years or more. 

I wish, however, to point out that the obstruction to the carriage traffic 


entirely to the inadequacy of the approaches. Indeed, if London Bridge 
were made as wide as Portland Place, it would not materially decrease the 
stoppages which now ensue from the traffic of three crowded thoroughfares 


from Arthur Streets East and West,and on the south from the traffic which 
comes from the Borough, Tooley Street, and the railway station, clashing 
and entering upon the bridge together. 

The width of London Bridge between the footways is 35 feet, that of King 
William Street, 46 feet; but this excess of width is largely used by the 
vehicles stopping at the various premises, and practically the channel for 
the through traflic is about the same, and this channel is too narrow for the 
traffic, nor can it be relieved except by widening it throughout. 

If the approaches can be widened, let the bridge be widened also, but let 
it be done in the only way which seems to me worthy of a great city, 
which is vy lengthening its piers and bringing out its parapets, so as to 
preserve the original design of one of the finest bridges in the world. No 
projecting footways, design them as you may, can do otherwise than spoil 
its architectural effect. 

I, however, have long held (and have treated fully of it in my report to 
the Corporation on the traffic and improvements of the City) that nothing 
short of the erection of a new bridge, with proper approaches, eastward of 
the Tower, will provide for the rapidly growing traffic which comes from 
the north east and south-east of the metropolis—a traffic which augments 
there more quickly than in any other part of London. So vast, indeed, is 
the traffic to and from the City alone, that the bridge is no more than 
adequate to it, but it is also the sole channel of communication for vehicular 


that the main approaches, with their collaterals for half a mile both north 
and south, are gorged with the through traffic from these two counties, 
which should be provided for by means of a proper bridge eastward. 

T have not formed this opinion without full consideration of the difficulties 
which are in the way of such an improvement, but am satisfied that no 
smaller scheme will avail for any length of time. Sooner or later the matter 
must be boldly treated, whatever may be the cost; bnt the necessity can 
never be dealt with so freely or economically as it can at the present time. 
It is a very satisfactory sign of the (City) times that Mr. | 
Haywood feels himself permitted to write in such decided | 
terms about a matter involving so large an expense, coupled, | 
as it is, with a report of the committee of the Common | 
Council, recommending ‘‘ that an application be made to Par- | 
‘* liament for power to levy an improvement-rate, not exceeding | 





** sixpence in the pound, and also for the further continuance | 
‘©of the London wine and coal duties;” and they go on to | 


| say that a report by Mr. Haywood contains suggestions of a ; 


most comprehensive character. The very first of these sug- | 
gestions is ‘‘ the formation of a new bridge, with suitable ap- | 
“‘ proaches, lower down than London Bridge.” In order to | 
relieve Moorgate and Prince’s Streets, Mr. Haywood would 


so as to open on to Southwark Bridge. 

The next suggestion first in importance is a new street, 70 
or 80 feet wide (any great width he considers mischievous to 
traffic), commencing at the Holborn Viaduct, and terminating 
at Whitechapel High Street—a total length of 2270 yards. | 


Ile The gradients would be excellent—indeed, practically level ; 


“it would take the largest portion of the north-west and 
** north-east traffic that now passes the centre of the City | 
“from Newgate Street to Aldgate, and render unnecessary 
“the widening of a number of minor streets; it would | 
“relieve Cheapside, the Poultry, Houndsditch, and Ald- 
*‘ pate; and, amongst other advantages, would involve the 
“removal of Christ’s Hospital, as a boarding-school, to some 
“more suitable, airy, spacious, and healthy spot. If a day- 
“ school is to be established, there would be enough left for 
No other important public building would | 
If, then, in the City, there could be 


* be interfered with.” 


|found an alderman who, instead of endeavouring to rival pre- 


ceding Lord Mayors in splendour of liveries or a bountifulness 


Sir Joseph Whitworth, or Miss Burdett Coutts, or Mr. Mason, 
of Birmingham, and devote some of his money and all his 
influence to the construction of this great highway, he would 


The engineer’s remarks on Christ’s Hospital, taken in con- | 
nexion with the recent report of the Education Commissioners, | 
are so pertinent that no apology is needed for quoting them : | 
—‘‘It will be a matter of regret to the citizens to see an | 
** institution of which they are justly proud, which has existed | 





** within the heart of the City for centuries, removed from its 
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| jealousy of the Metropolitan Board. The true friends of} 


| patriotism but for profit, make it a charge against the District 


| sion House would, on the contrary, seem to set up a compe- 
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“* present site; but, nevertheless, it is but a question of a few } 
“‘ years, and this institution must be removed, whether the 
“‘ newstreet be made or not. . . It is not like an hospital, | 
“‘ which is of value in a locality because of its uses in emer-| 
“ gencies. It is not a day-school, which should be within a} 
reasonable distance of the homes of the boys. It would be) 
an immense benefit if the present boarders were removed to! 
a suburban. site””—where Mr. Haywood does not say. The | 
elder would be removed from the temptations of taverns and 
harlots, and all would enjoy fresh air, country sports, swim- | 
ming, and boating. ‘‘If these reasons do not tell, there is 
“one which will infallibly make its way—viz., the growing 
‘* want of space for the commerce of the City. The value of 
‘the ground upon which Christ’s Hospital stands is now so | 
“ great, that it would not only purchase a new site and build | 
‘a new school, but leave a surpius for further endowment.” | 
We trust, amid the buttered sauce of self-praise so liberally | 
served at City feasts, some one who will take up as texts for a| 
discourse, Taz New Brincs and Tur New Srreer. } 
The idea of extending the District Railway from the first. 
proposed station to the end of New Mansion House Street, 
has heen so warmly received and supported by the great| 
banking and mercantile firms in’ the City, that it must be 
carried. The sanction of the Commissioners of Sewers to the 
details of the plan must, of course, be obtained, and they will, 
no doubt, make the construction of a subway across the dan- 
gerous opening in front of the Mansion House a condition of 
their support. The majority of the Metropolitan Board know 
too well the conditions of their existence to raise a factious 
opposition to so substantial an improvement in the conveyance 
of living traffic. In the meantime, it is painful, or pitiable 
rather, to observe the tone in which the Corporation of London 
received a communication on this subject from the clerk— 
viz., secretary—of the Metropolitan Board and the clerk to the 
Commissioners of Sewers—on a point of etiquette—on the 
pretext that the railway company had treated the Corporation | 
with disrespect, because it had applied to the Metropolitan | 
Board, which is making the street, and to the Commissioners 
of Sewers (composed of, and elected by, the Common Council), | 
which will have charge of the street, and not to the Common | 
Council direct. The applications were curtly rejected, and} 
valuable time was thus lost—in a full court, by a large majority. | 
The real reason, as we have before suggested, is childish | 
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municipal government will read with regret the arguments 
used by leading members of the Common Council, declaring 
that the Underground Railway “is not a boon at all” to the 
public; and two highly respectable tradesmen, who make 
their money by selling articles the public require, not for 


Railway Company that they want to make an extension, which 
forty of the first firms in the City applaud and desire, for the 
purpuse of “putting money in their pockets,” as if it was 
not very fortunate that profit and public convenience went 
together. 

To stop at the Mansion House will, no doubt, be a mortifi- 
cation to the engineer of the Metropolitan Railway, Mr. John 
Fowler, because it will arrest, for the present, his great idea of 
a complete inner circle, on which, in opposite directions, two 
omnibus lines of trains should be continually going round 
from daylight to midnight. A permanent station at the Man- 


tition between two City underground termini for the West- 
end traffic. But Mr. Fowler must console himself, as every 
great engineer often has to do, with the remembrance that, after 
the best thing, the next best possible thing must often be 
accepted. The shareholders see no signs of profit in the 
Tower Hill and Moorgate Street Junction. They decline to 
sink their money in so costly a connexion, and no Parliament 
would attempt to make them ruin themselves for the public 
good. Sooner or later, according to the temper of the 
financial market, the circle must be completed, either on the 
original plan or by a shorter junction with the Moorgate 
Street Station. Economy of working will compel it by the 
attraction of cohesion, as we may say, in spite of the diffi- 
culties of Prince’s Street and Moorgate Street. In the mean- 
time, every one interested in the prosperity of the City will do 
what he can to promote an alteration of the Underground 
plans which is feasible, and must be profitable to passengers 
and to shareholders; neither can afford to be sacrificed to an 
idea for the moment financially impossible. 
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In just the same way which Mr. Hawkshaw has amused 
himself by lending his great name to an utterly unprofitable, 
if possible, tunnel across the Straits of Dover, and Mr. Fowler, 
in natural rivalry, has proposed a steam ferry, which requires | 
the sacrifice of the vested interests of both Boulogne and | 
Calais, by the construction of a new harbour and new railway 
terminus, at a cost of two or three millions sterling, Mr. John 
Grantham, in the following letter, has sketched a really prac- 
ticable plan for reducing the miseries of the Channel passage :— 


While so many magnificent schemes are being designed to improve the 
communications between England and France, while plans for new harbours, 
tunnels, bridges, and ferry-boats to carry trains are being proposed, the pos- 
sibility of turning the present system to account in making an efficient 
means of transit seems to be lost sight of. 

Now, as regards the time, let us take a similar case, and ascertain what 


is done with the Irish mail. A train arrives at Holyhead pier with a load of | 


passengers and luggage, and in seven minutes, on the average, the steamer 
starts. On arriving at Kingstown, from the time the engines of the steamer 
are stopped till the stages from the shore are in their place, the time required 
is two minutes. We also have proofs that steamers may be constructed 
which shall carry the largest amount of passengers with great comfort, with 
very little motion, and with scarcely any exposure, across from Dover to 
Calais in a little more than an hour, and that the present harbours are 
sufficient to accommodate such vessels; so that it is quite possible to start a 
train on one side in an hour and a half after the arrival of the train on the 
other, without any undue haste or discomfort. This supposes that, in addi- 
tion to suitable boats, Proper sheds are erected on the piers, with all modern 
appliances for the safe and rapid transfer of the passengers and luggage. 
Improvements in the existing harbours are called for; on the French 
side these are very defective, and it is to be hoped that sufficient pressure 
will be put on the Government, to cause them to give increased facilities at 
Calais or Boulogne. Should the harbours in France be improved, a proposal 
has been made by the writer to the South-Eastern Railway Company, and 
alluded to in Captain Tyler's report to the Board of Trade, to build suitable 
steamers for this service, and to provide other facilities which shall remove 
most of the grievances so justly complained of by the public. 

The vessel, as proposed, would be 400 feet long, 45 feet beam, and 600 
nominal horse power, to be built of steel, and to draw 6 feet 6 inches of water, 
and to steer from either end, to avoid the necessity of turning; the lower 
> of the ship to be cellular, so as to avoid the danger of sinking if injured 

y a collision, and to add to her strength. This cellular portion is 6 feet in 
depth; over it would be the main saloons, these to be 10 feet in height, and 
— with ample accommodation for reclining in bad weather; good re- 

reshment-tables also would be provided, with light and air, to avoid that 
gloom and closeness so painful to landsmen when on board ship. Between 
the paddle-boxes would be a promenade deck, 100 feet long, on the extre- 
mities of which would be the houses from which the vessel would be steered. 
To strengthen her amidships, with the least amount of weight, there would 
be provided four open longitudinal girders, about 250 feet long, so arranged 
as to cause very little obstruction on the ship, and longitudinal bulkheads, 
about 90 feet long, would run through the engine compartment. In addi- 
tion to these precautions, the plates of the sides would be extended up, and 
form the inner side of the paddle-box, drawn off towards the ends at the 
same angle as the trussed girders. 

To facilitate the transfer of the passengers and luggage from the piers to 
the ship, wide and ample means are provided, at three different elevations, 
to receive the stages from the shore. The lowest of these is on the level of 
the main deck; the next is on the level of the promenade deck; and the 
upper one is on the paddle-boxes or on the captain’s platform; so that, 
whatever should be the state of the tide, the stages may rest on the top of 
the piers, and nearly level. On the piers should be erected sheds, under 
which the trains should run, as in ordinary railway stations, to be well 
enclosed and lighted, so that but little delay or discomfort would arise. 

The staircases leading from the promenade platform to the deck should 
be easy, wide, well lighted, and sheltered. 

The great bulk of the luggage would be stowed in trucks, the bodies of 
which would be hoisted by hydraulic cranes on to the deck, and again 
lifted off on the other side, and placed on wheels provided for them. An 
ordinary train might thus be transferred in about five minutes, with no 
“6 e to the passengers or injury to the luggage. 

n all this there is no novelty introduced; all that is proposed may be 
seen in operation in other places. The only question that can be raised is 
as to the facility of working a vessel, such as is here described, in and out 
of the harbours. For experience in this, we refer to the American steamers, 
which, it is affirmed on all sides, are managed with wonderful precision. 
These vessels have in some instances exceeded 400 feet in length. Those on 
the rivers draw 5 feet and 6 feet of water, and those which put to sea vary 
from 7 feet to 10 feet; but all are of immense height out of water, the 
wheel-houses of some being upwards of 40 feet above the water-line. The 
vessel now proposed, though drawing only 6 feet 6 inches, will not exceed 
15 feet above the water-lines at the ends. Long vessels steer much more 
steadily in heavy weather than short ones, and will, therefore, enter such 
harbours as Calais or Boulogne with more safety than the present vessels, 
and, when fairly entered, there is time to bring them to a standstill before 
reaching their berths, 

In proposing this plan for crossing the Channel, it is unnecessary to allude 
Specially to any of the plans designed by others. It may, however, be well 
to give the wr:ter’s reasons for not having contemplated in this vessel the 
system of carrying the trains across on the deck of the steamer—a plan 
frequently proposed and carried out in some places, but not under similar 
circumstances. The reasons are numerous. First, and most serious, is the 
necessity of placing the vessel in a position of perfect stillness before taking 
the trains on or off the ship. This involves new harbours on each side, 
with dock-gates and breakwaters to protect them. Secondly, the large 
ships necessary to carry the trains will take a long time in bad weather 
before they can be placed in position, and the gates closed. Thirdly, very 
few persons would remain in the carriages when being put on board, and 
in the event of sea sickness they could not be allowed to remain, so that 
the passengers must have time to leave the carriages and walk on board. 
Lastly, the large outlay in forming the harbours, appliances for shipping 
the trains, and the extra cost of the ships, together with the cost of working 
them, render it probable that the railway company would not adopt the 
system if prepared. 

If the plan pro by the present writer is practicable, there is an im- 
mediate remedy for the great and most serious evils so long felt to exist in 








this great highway of nations, the most important thoroughfare in the world. 





Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue Board of Trade, acting under the powers given to the 
Home Secretary, by the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, to pre- 
scribe the form in which the metropolitan gas companies 
should present their accounts to Parliament—which powers 
were transferred to the Board of Trade by the City of London 
Gas Act, 1868—have required all the metropolitan companies 
to make their returns in the form in which the last accounts 
of the Chartered, City of London, and Great Central Gas 
Companies were presented; and have, moreover, sent the 
same form to all incorporated provincial companies, apparently 
as an invitation to them to adopt it. In addition to the 
usual capital and revenue accounts contained in the old 
form, the new one requires the quantity of coal and cannel 
used to be stated, and also the quantities of coke, breeze, tar, 
and ammoniacal liquor in store at the commencement of the 
half year, and produced in the manufacture of the gas sold, 
and in store at the termination of the half year. With these 
particulars the whole working of each concern is laid bare. 
We propose, in our next, to publish our usual abstract of the 
accounts of the metropolitan gas companies for the year 1868, 
deduced from the returns just issued by order of Parliament. 

The gas referees have issued their winter instructions. They 
require, as last winter, four hourly tests of illuminating power 
to be made, commencing at five p.m. and terminating at 
eight p.m. In calculating the results of the observations, they 
now prescribe the shortened method given by Mr. Heisch. 
The lead-paper is now to be forwarded with the daily report 
only when any discoloration is observed. The amount of 
ammonia allowed is still 5 grains in 100 cubic feet. In the pro- 
cess prescribed for the determination of the sulphur, they now 
direct the use of only one-fourth of the condensed liquor and 
washings. It is specially worthy of observation that, after twelve 
months of experiment and inquiry, they still simply direct the 
amount of sulphur to be recorded, not yet having decided on 
an amount to be allowed even provisionally. 

At the usual weekly meeting of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, on Oct. 1, Mr. Dresser Rogers moved the following 
resolution :— 


That a committee of 15 members be appointed, to be called the Gas, Water, 
and Petroleum Acts Committee, to whom shall be remitted all matters per- 
taining to the operations of any Acts of Parliament relating to the supply of 
gas or water to the metropolis, and also as to the regulations for the sale and 
storeage of petroleum, or any other explosive material, in the district over 
which this Board has jurisdiction. 





He was, however, unable to convince a majority of the Board | 


that any necessity for such a vigilance committee existed. 
The Board may be congratulated on their discretion in refusing 
to be drawn into the appointment of such a committee. 
Matters of so much importance deserve the consideration of 
the whole Board, who ought not to be dictated to by a few 
crotchety members. 

We have received two replies to the question asked by 
“‘ Engineer,” in the Journat of Aug. 31, explanatory of the 
process adopted at the Bath Gas-Works for the diminution of 


nuisance, but neither affords much practical information on the} 
The novelty appears to be the use of} 


most essential point. 
something called ‘‘ Prangley’s stuff,” which, it is said, smells 
like the phosphates sent out to farmers, and which is very 
likely to be superphosphate of lime. The only use of this is to 
absorb ammonia. 
by discharging the tar and ammoniacal liquor into close barges 
by underground pipes. The “ stuff” is used in an isolated 
purifier, on the lowest shelf of which some nearly spent oxide 
is placed, after which the gas passes through the “ stuff,”’ and 
then on through other oxide and lime purifiers. 

In the September number of the German Journal fiir Gasbe- 
leuchtung, Herr Gasch gives a continuation of his researches on 
the coals from the mines around Saarbriick. 
table he shows the average composition of the coals, and their 
heating power; the amount of gas they yield, and its illumi- 
nating power; and also the proportion of coke remaining. 
These researches have no particular interest for English 
readers, and we notice them only to call attention to an 
accompanying diagram which gives a graphic representation 
of the average results, showing at a glance what is exhibited 
in the table by a vast and somewhat confused mass of figures. 
The proportions of carbon and hydrogen in 100 parts of coal 
(free from ash) are Jaid down in darkened spaces on the diagram, 
while the oxygen and nitrogen together are shown by the 
blank spaces. We think the arrangement of this particular 


For the rest, nuisance seems to be avoided |’ 


In an elaborate} 
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¥ diagram might be improved, The residue of coke, yield of 
4 gas, its illuminating power, and the heating power of the 
} eoal, are exhibited by similar blackened spaces. The compara- 
H tive frangibility of the coal and coke, and their specific gra- 
| vities, are exhibited in another diagram. Similar diagrams of 
| the results obtained with English coals would be of great value 
to gas engineers. Some of the materials for them are already 
at hand, but scattered about in a variety of books. and papers, 
from which it might, perhaps, well repay a collector to extract 
them, and exhibit the proportions in diagrams such as we 
notice. 

Gas affairs in Sheffield are still in a very unsettled state. 
The gas company, as will be seen by the following: report of 
& committee and resolutions passed by the directors, are by no 
means disposed to part with their property voluntarily :— 

1}. Your committee beg to report that, immediately after the meeting of this 
{| Board on the 30th ult., a copy of the resolution appointing your committes 
was forwarded to the town-clerk, with an intimation that your committee 
wauld be glad to meet the deputation from the committee of the Town 
Council on Saturday last, the 2nd inst. Such meeting took place on 
that day, when all the members of the deputation, except Mr. Councillcr 
Clague, attended, and the town-clerk was also present. The deputation 
aid not enter into any explanation as to the views of the Corporation, but 
stated that they wished to be informed whether the company were willing to 
transfer their works to the Town Council, on terms of purchase mutually 
to be agreed upon. Your committee apprised the deputation that they 
— report to their Board what. had transpired, and they consequently 
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The following resolutions were passed :— 

“ Resolved, that the report now presented by the committee appointed at 
the last meeting of this Board be received and entered on the minutes.” 

“ Resolved also, that the Town Council Committee be informed that the 
company have no wish to part with their undertaking, and are not prepared 
to treat with the Town Council Committee.” 

* — a copy of the preceding resolutions and report be sent to the town- 

x 


| What will be done by the Town Council under these circum- 
stances remains to be seen. The Sheffield and Rotherham 
| Independent, while expressing regret that the above resolution 
has been come to, sensibly remarks that the company are under 
| mo obligation, moral or legal, to sell :— 

They hold their present position as the result of several fights, resulting 
in agreements with the Town Council, ratified by Acts of Parliament. 
When, therefore, the Town Council says, “‘ We are tired of those agreements; 
we do not think them advantageous enough for the town; we will set them 
aside, and require you to sell to us;” the company may reply, “ We are not 
tired; we have more than fulfilled the conditions imposed upon us; we are 
prepared to go on giving the town farther advantages; but, with due respect, 
we say we would rather keep our property.” Thus replying, the company 
have before them one of two pleasant alternatives—that Parliament will 
say, first, the desire of the company to keep their property is reasonable; 
er, secondly, the Town Council may purchase if they insist upon it, but 
they must pay such consideration as it is usual to allow in cases of com- 
poisory sale. And,in either event, Parliament will probably decide that 
the party which aims to break up the-old bargain, and compel the gas 
company to make a new one, must pay all the costs. Looking at the ques- 
tion from the gas company’s point of view, it is clear _— have good reason 
to be satisfied. Sale or no sale, they are well off. Looking at the matter 
from the ratepayers point of view, the alternative of paying dearly for a 
property, or perhaps paying heavily for an unsuccessful attempt to get a 
dear bargain, is not attractive. We should be glad to see the matter ended 
by an amicable sale; but, if that may not be, common sense bids us look at 
the matter from all sides, and not to be so wedded to the view we ourselves 
| like, as to forget how the other side of the case may be presented to an im- 
| partial tribunal. 

, It is worthy of notice here that Alderman Crowther, who in 
|the Town Council has always opposed the purchase of the 
| company, has suggested at award meeting that a perpetual 
| aunuity of 12} per cent. should be offered to the shareholders. 

We have recently seen, with much regret, numerous com- 
plaints in the Liverpool papers as to the arbitrary manner in 
which the gas company are alleged to have used their powers of 
requiring deposits from the consumers as guarantees for the 
payment of their accounts, and we are assured that a sttong 
and general feeling is abroad on the subject, of which the com- 
pany will probably hear more should the feeling increase. An 
instance is given in one of the papers, where a gentleman who had 
been consuming gas for some years was called upon for a deposit 
of £30 (without interest), which was reduced to £20 upon his 
remonstrance, and altogether remitted on his threatening to 
write to the Porcupine, a satirical local journal, which has 
taken the matter up. The company are, of course, perfectly 
justified in securing themselves, as far as may be practicable, 
from bad debts; but the powers they possess should be used 
discreetly, and if in the case in question the demand for a 
deposit of £30 was justifiable, it was a sign of weakness to 
abandon it merely on the threat of an appeal to the Porcupine. 
; The eutting off of the gas from a public institution, to enforce 
payment of a disputed account for gas-fittings, under the cir- 
eumstances reported in another column, is so clearly an arbi- 
trary act, that we feel justified in breaking through the silence 
we have hitherto maintained on the subject of the complaints 
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made against the company, in the hope that’ no further occa- 
sion to refer to them may arise: 

It is announced that the two’ arbitrators’ in the Dundee 
reference have not been able to agree; and’ that the: matter 
has gone to the umpire for his award. From a report of a 
recent’ meeting of the Gas:‘Commissioners, which’ will be found 
in another column, it appears’ that’some delay may take place 
in making the award, in consequence of the gas company 
having required that their costs should be included in the 
award, instead of being’ made the’ subject of a second award, 
as suggested by the commissioners. An attempt is bei 
made to settle with the new company, without the necessity. of 
a costly reference. 


Correspondence. 


SUBSTITUTE FOR HYDRAULIC MAIN. 

Srr,—A few days ago I received, from the secretary of the 
British Association of Gas Managers, a printed copy of the 
proceedings at the last annual meeting, in which I find. some 
beautifully executed plates of the two plans for dip apparatus 
which I introduced to the meeting. 

Would you kindly allow me to make a few remarks on the 
discussion which followed Mr. Esson’s first paper, in which my 
inventions were referred to? 

In my deseription of them I believe I said that I had attached 
a pressure-gauge to the ascension-pipe, and’ not to the hydraulic 
main as reported ; and Mr. Simpson (Rugby) asked how the pre- 
vious speakers took the — from the ascension-pipe, as he 
found great difficulty in doing so, in consequence of the unsteadi- 
ness of the gauge. This question I quite lost sight of in: the 
discussion which followed, but in my case there is. searcel 





any oscillation in the water of the gauge, and the pressure is/ 


determined with great exactness. Probably, were a quantity of 
retorts at work, instead of one only, the result would be different. 

Now a-word or two as to the — of the inventions. 

Mr. Andrews (Swansea) deprecated the use of anything asa 
substitute for the hydraulic main, as unnecessary; and probably 
when an exhauster is used the matter is of little consequence, 
although I cannot but think that even then an advan must 
accrue from getting rid of the dip pressure, as well as back 
pressure from the holders, &c. 

But in a work where no exhauster is used (and there are 
hundreds such in England), it seems to me to be the positive 
duty of the manager to get rid of as much of the ure on his 
retorts as he possibly. can, provided he can do it with safety. 
This I find from experience can be achieved, and. results: in.a 
considerable saving of fuel from the diminution of scurf' in the 
retort or oven, not to speak of other advantages. 

I am about*to try plan No. 2 on a set of three brick ovens, and 
hope to get a good result therefrom. 

Although the plan (as may be seen from the drawings) only 
differs from Spinney’s valve in that it acts with an upward 
instead of a downward motion, I use it for a different’ purpose— 
viz., merely to form a dip through which the gas may ascend, 
as in the hydraulic main, and not as Mr. Spinney did, to form a 
perfect stop-valve. 

I cannot, at present, see any reason why one or other of these 
inventions (or something equivalent to them) should not be used 
to retorts in numbers. They are so easily adjustable as to fit 
any degree of pressure, and where exhausters are not used would, 
I believe, soon save their trifling first. cost. 

As I seek no emolument from my ideas, I trust my motive in 
urging their use cannot be misconstrued, and I shall be very 
glad indeed to hear any convincing objection to their use, or 
suggestion for their improvement. EDWARD SMITH. 

Gas Office, Droitwich, Oct. 7, 1869. 








Legal intelligence. 


COUNTY MAGISTRATES COURT, LIVERPOOL.—Monpay, Oct. 4, 
THE LIVERPOOL UNITED GAS COMPANY AND THE PUBLIC. 
(Before Mr. WitHERs, Chairman, ed =o Greason, PoE, JEFFERY, 

OLLIN. s 

Mr. Crosby, the manager of the Liverpool Gas Company, appeared in 
answer to a summons which was obtained against him for unlawfully cutting 
off the supply of gas to the Garston Reading-Room. 

Mr. GARNETT, solicitor, appeared on behalf of Mr. Crosby, and Mr. WALTER 
PieRcg, solicitor, on behalf of Mr, Littler, the secretary of the committee of 
the Garston Reading-Room. 

Mr. Pierce, in opening the case, said that on the previous Monday the sup- 
ply of gas was suddenly cut off from the Garston Reading-Room, to the great 
inconvenience and disappointment of hundreds of persons who had taken 
tickets for a concert to be held that evening. The supposed reason was & 
disputed debt for gas-fittings, the gas-rent having been duly tendered, 
though its acceptance was refused. Mr. Pierce said he proceeded under 
three Acts of Parliament—first, under the 11th and 12th Vict., cap. 38, sec, 
49, which enacted that upon the application of any owner or occupier the 
company should supply gas, and that failing to do so after the application 
was made and the deposit duly paid they should be liable to a penalty of £5. 








That Act, however, made no provision for the recovery of a penalty before 
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&justice or the obtaining ofan‘order. But the General Act, 10th Vict., pro- 
vided that for the recovery of damages and ties the proceedings should 
be the: same as those under the Railway Cis Consolidation Act, which 


was by summons before-a magistrate. 
The Cuarrman: Then you are going for the penalty ? 
Mr..Prexce: First of all for‘ an orderto:compel them’ to supply us with 


gas. 

Mr. Garnett: Upon which clause'doyou apply for the order? I fail to 
see oy 4 power to make such an order. 

Mr. Pierce again read the clause as to the forfeiture of £5 in case the 
company refused to comply with an application. 

Mr. Jerrery: Asa question of law, I should like to be satisfied whether 
the company having supplied, as directed by the Act, and then, for some 
reason, stopped the supply, another application is necessary. 

Mr. Garner directed the attention of the magistrates clerk to the 16th 
section of the Gas-Works Act, which gave them the power to cut off the 
supply of gas in the event of the consumer neglecting to pay the gas-rent 


Mr; Jerrery: Was.the gas cut off for arrears of rent, or for non-payment 
for work done under a contract? 
Mr. GARNETT: We say there was rent due; but we are here, not for cut- 
Png off the gas, but for refusing to supply it. 
. Prerce: The act of cutting off is a refusal to supply. 
A Maaistrarte: It is a very practical refusal. 


Mr. Pierce, proceeding with his statement, referred to the fact that the 
committee ordered coronas with 35 lights, and that only 27 were supplied; 
that the committee, therefore, disputed the’ bill, which was £16 17s., and 
wished to make some deduction from it. The work was done in December, 
and early in the year the money, less the deduction, was tendered. When 
the company sent in the March quarter’s bill for gas, the other bill was sent 
in also. The complainants went to the office with the money for the bill 
(£5), and also with what they considered sufficient for the work. The 
manager, however, insisted upon payment for the whole of the work, though 
he took the money for the gas-rent. The committee heard no more of the 
matter until the June quarter’s account was sent in for 30s. They again 
went to the office with the money, and he had the evidence of two parties 
who went there and put down the 30s., and so much money for the work. 
The deduction which the committee made from the bill of £16 17s, was 
about £2. Theclerk said he was instructed not to take it, but he would 
see Mr. Crosby. Mr. Crosby was seen, and refused to take off a shilling. 
As one of these parties was leaving the office with the 30s. in his hand, he 
said to Mr. Crosby, “ Now, do take the rent; it has nothing to do with the 
other bill.” Mr. Crosby said, “No, I certainly shall not.” The money 
having been tendered in this way, that tender was equal to a payment. 
Mr. Pierce then referred to the correspondence which had passed, and to 
the aggravating circumstance that the concert was fixed for the night on 
which the gas was cut off. It should surely, he said, be the object ofa 
manager, in a case of this kind, to make some inquiry. He said that, 
although the Act of Parliament did. not give the public as full powers as 
they ought to have—as, unfortunately, many Liverpool Acts did not—still, 
in administering the laws, when ‘there was a company with large powers 
for the redress of their grievances, the’ magistrates should give the public 
every opportunity of ing their grievances. If the magistrates were 
to shunt this case, and say there was no remedy, the principle of tyranny 
would be so established that the company might put the whole of 
Liverpool in darkness; because this was acase in which they had no 
power to cut off the supply of gas except for ‘arfears of rent, a special pro- 
vision being in the Act that for money due for contract works of this kind 
they might bring an action in the county court or in the superior courts. 
If the magistrates refused an order, the manager might cut off the gas any- 
where, and it could not be supposed that any-individual had such a power. 


Mr. Jerrzry: Do you think you are doing your cause any good by 
drawing such an extreme case as could not by possibility arise? 


Mr. Prerce said he did not see it was impossible, as in this case there was 
no ground whatever for cutting off the gas, the gas-rent having been ten- 
dered. He was about to call attention to the proceedings before the London 
magistrates under the General Act, where an order was made for the supply 
of gas which had been cut off, when 

r. EaTon (the clerk) said it was a different case altogether. 

The CHarrMAN said it was a question for the law clerk to settle whether 
they (the magistrates) were the court to decide this case. 

Mr. Eaton: Do you go under the 49th section? 

Mr. Prerce: Yes. 

Mr. Eaton: Then I do not consider you have any case. 

The Cuarrman: The question is whether, if a supply of gas is arranged 
for and paid for regularly, the £5 penalty was incurred without an applica~ 
tion having been made to the magistrates. 

Mr. Eaton said the application must be made to the company, and not 
to the magistrates. 

Mr. GARNETT said there had been no refusal of an .application. He.did 
not dispute that if the supply of gas was wrongfully discontinued there was 
a@ remedy, but no lawyer would say that the clause in question applied to 
the wrongful discontinuance of gas. The £5 penalty referred to new 
applications. 

he CuarRMAN (to Mr. Garnett): As this is a great public question, we 
should like to know what your view of your position is. 

Mr. Garnett said he.thought that upon the legal construction of the 
section there could be no two opinions. The clause certainly referred to 
the first supply to premises; that was, to a tenant who might or might not 
have been presedea by another. The old tenant might be in arrear, but 
the company were bound to supply the new tenant if he paid a deposit. If 
it had been necessary to go further into this case, he would have shown 
that, the clause being penal, it was necessary to show that application had 
been made for the gas, and that the company had refused to comply with 

A wrong might have been. done, and, if so, there was no doubt there 
was a remedy, but not under this section. He could not help thinking that 
when Mr. Pierce brought the case forward he was aware what would be 
the result of his application. He (Mr. Garnett) had not said a word about 
the irrelevant remarks made the other day, or then, because he did not 
want to have it said that the gas company wished to shut out anything 
from the public. But Mr. Pierce had taken out a summons against the 
Manager, who was not liable for anything he might do in accordance, or in 
a. accordance, with the Act of Parliament. 

Cuarrman: Is he not your public officer? 
aon! Sear: Nor for the purposes. of this proceeding. We are a cor- 
y: 

Mr. Jerrery asked whether Mr. Garnett. considered. that..the company 

‘Would have the power to cut off the gas on a Saturday, and, after appli- 
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} —s to be known that, however over-zealous—if over-zeal it could be 


"be given in a notice. A system of notices would have prevented this occur- 


cation made on the Monday, to refuse to supply it, without being liable to 
sy of £5. 
r. 


Garnett said they would not be liable under this section. They}; 
might be liable for other and more serious consequences in another form. || 


In one respect he was much indebted to Mr. Pierce for having brought the 
case forward, for he trusted to disabuse the public mind of a great deal of 
fee ae re in reference to the unfortunate affair at Garston. He could not 
elp thinking that the object of his friend had been gained by casting some 
further odium upon Mr. Crosby, who, for some reason, had been per- 
sistently attacked. There had been a persistent attempt of late to impugn 
the management of the gas company, and he was glad to have the oppor- 
tunity of saying a word on the subject. 
Mr. Pierce: If lam to prove my case, I had better do so before any 
statement is made. 


Mr. Eaton, having read the section of the Act under which the pro-}; 


ceedings were taken, advised the magistrates that that was not the court in 
which the proceedings should be taken. 

After a consultation among the magis' 

The CuarrMan said: The bench are of opinion, as advised by our law 
clerk, that this is not a court for the recovery of that penalty. We ha 
heard the case of the plaintiff in this matter, and he having brought fo 
statements of fact which certainly appear to show an extraordinary course 
of conduct towards this institution, if Mr. Garnett has any contradiction to 
offer to these facts without going into the history of the company, which 
we should not feel justified in aoe him to do, we shall be glad to hear 
him upon any facts connected with the case. 

Mr. Garnett said he would simply confine himself to the remarks in Mr. 
Pierce’s speech. Mr. Pierce would lead them to suppose that the gas com- 
pany’s Act of Parliament was one obtained in their own interest, and over 
which the public had no control whatever. The preamble of the Act would 
show what no doubt the magistrates were aware of, that the company was 


an.amalgamation of two companies, which amalgamation had been brought | | 


about for the public advantage. As a matter of history, the amalgamation 
was forced upon the companies to further the interest of the public, and it 
did so in many ways of which they were not ignorant. In deference to 
what the magistrates had said, he would not make further remarks in that 
direction; he would simply transgress the rule laid down to the extent of 
saying, in answer to the attacks made on the gas company, that it seemed 


—the manager might be, that over-zeal was not in the interest of the 
shareholders, but of the consumers, who benefited by the money saved. 
The Cuairman;: That is only in excess of 10 per cent. 


Mr. Garnett: Exactly. With regard to what occurred at Garston, he 
was happy to be able to give, in the name of Mr. Crosby, his implicit denial 
of the statement that he was aware of this entertainment being announced 
to take place on the particular day when the gas was cut off. ‘He (Mr. 
Garnett) did not want to go into a history of the whole matter, but he 
wished to say that Mr. Crosby most emphatically denied that he was aware 
he would have caused the disappointment which was caused on that night; 
and, as far as the ditectors were concerned, he hoped he need not give an 
assurance on their behalf that it would be contrary to their wish, in the 
exercise of any powers, or supposed powers, for the recovery of rent or 
money for fittings, that any: steps should be taken which would cause an- 
noyance or disappointment to the public. 

he Cuarrman: We will hope it was an accident. 

Mr. GarNETT: Now, with regard to, the facts of the case, he must ask 
the bench to excuse him from entering into any defence in that court, be- 
cause, from what had already been elicited, they might reasonably assume 
that, having failed there, Mr. Pierce’s clients were not likely to let the 
matter rest. There had been an intimation or sort of threat of that kind 
held out, and therefore he did not think it right to disclose the facts on 
which the defence rested. 

The Cuarrman: Certainly not; we leave that to your own discretion. 
We merely gave you the option of saying something as to the circumstances, 

Mr. GARNETT said the circumstances were not entirely in accordance 
with the statement of Mr. Pierce, but that gentleman had, no doubt, been 
misinstructed as to certain facts. 

The CuarrnMAN: I take it that a large portion of what has been all 
by the plaintiffs must have occurred, or they would not be here; and thi 
not being the court in which they should proceed, I take it they will pro- 
ceed elsewhere, unless the company and the plaintiffs can arrange this 
matter in the meantime. The bench are of opinion that, in the interests of 
the omnes | and the public, something should be done to arrange the 
dispute, and that something should be done to atone for—the accident 
we may call it—[Mr. Garnetr: Thank you, sir.]—of your having turned 
off the gas on this day. It would be well that the company should give 
notice, or have a system by which they would not take such an extreme 
step as this, even although-justified by their Acts of Parliament and their 
monopoly, unless circumstances rendered it absolutely necessary, so that 
not even by accident should such a thing occur. A particular day should 


rence, for had you given them notice that you would cut the gas off that 
day, they would have informed you that that was the day appointed for 
these concerts. 

Mr. GARNETT: I am assured that notice was given in this case. 

Mr. Pierce: No notice was given. 

The CuarrMAN: These, however, are facts that we cannot go into, and I | 
hope in the interest of the public this is a case that will not occur again. 


Mr. Preece said the room had been let for that (Monday) night fora 
Druids ball, and they were still without gas. 

The CuarrMAN said he thought the arbitration of any gentlemen they 
might appoint would settle the matter, and they might have the deduction 
necessary, if any were necessary, made from the account. It seemed to be 
—— extreme measure to take, even if the company had the law on their 
side. 

Mr. GARNETT said the object of the company was to serve the public 
Their servants were in town, and could be communicated with at the office, 


The Cuarrman said he had no doubt the company would be willing to 
compensate the complainants for any loss that had arisen. Probably this 
was one of those cases in which the dispute arose from the head parties 
not coming together personally. The communication was through subor- 
dinates, who met, and perhaps made remarks as to the bill. At any rate, 

would hope in charity that was so. 


the 
Mr. Pierce: It is not so, as far as the committee are concerned, There|| 


has not been an unpleasant word spoken on their behalf. 
The CuarrMAn (to Mr. Pierce): The stronger your case, the greater we 
will be the consideration you obtain from the gas company. 
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Ar. Jerrery said he thought it was a question worthy of consideration, 
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whether there could not be a mixed tribunal of the consumers and the 
company, to which any question of this kind could be referred. 

Mr. Garnetr: You may be sure it is a duty of which the officers of the 
company would be glad to be relieved. 

The Cuarrman; It is a very practical suggestion, and I hope, regardless 
ah pd extreme powers by Act of Parliament, something of the kind will 

one. 
The parties then left the court. 


Miscellaneous Pews. 


_ALLIANCE AND CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Shareholders was held 
on Thursday, the 30th ult., at the Company’s Offices, Grafton Street. Alder- 
man Denis Moyian, D.L., J.P., chairman of the board of directors, pre- 
sided, There was a numerous attendance of shareholders. 

The Secretary (Mr. Stevenson) read the report for the past half year, 
with the accounts annexed :-— 


The directors have herewith the pleasure of submitting to the proprietors certified 
copies of the accounts for the half year ending the 30th of June last, showing a net 
gain of £14,376 19s, 1ld., after making the usual allowances, and charging the 
interest paid on the company’s bonds against the revenue of the half year. 

Considering the difficulties and depreszion to which a large portion of the trading 
community has been subjected during the last six months. the board regard the 

ts as dingly satisfactory, and the more especially as the operations of 
the period to which they refer have been but slightly benefited by the recent 
aigeerenente in manufacture and distribution. 
hen these improvements are completed, and in full and effective action, the 
cost of manufacture will be materially diminished, and the loss from leakage pro- 
portionally decreased. 

Towards the attainment of so desirable a result the constant attention of the 
board has been long and anxiously directed, and they have much pleasure in 
reporting that great wee has been made during the spring and summer months 
in the reorganization 0: t-mai ful accomplishment of 














1 the str , on the 
which much of the future prosperity of the company depends, 
Within the past six months many and most important improvements, alterations, 
and renovations have been carried out at the several stations of the company. These 
may be briefly enumerated as follows :— 
runswick Street Station.—The improvements here comprise— 
he pletion of the arrang s for conveying the coal by rail from the 
hold of the ship in the river to the coal-stores at both stations. 
The erection of the necessary machinery for lifting the coal from the stores to 
the charging machines, and its deposit by machinery in the retorts. 
The conveyance of the coke by rail from the retort-house to the yard. 
The resetting of the retorts in the new house, and the introduction of improved 
apparatus for purifying the gas. 
The completion of the new pressure-station and governor-house, which—con- 


Dr. 


To Purchase of gas-works, and amount expended, as per 
account, December 31, 1868 . . $526,162 16 7 








Expendedthishalfyear, . .... 5,679 14 0 
————— £531,842 10 7 
Lamp-postsandlamps . . . .... +. e+ 45,1611 7 
EE rr ee ee 
Gemestetcembent. ... 1... - ee ew ewe « 8 9 
Coke, breeze, andtaronhand. . . . . +e « 462 10 6 
Cash and bills receivable +a oe et qudbus 686 19 2 
Due for gasand meterrent. . . . . « « « « « 99,215 4 4 
Ditto coke, breeze, andtar. . . ... =... . 4438817 1 
i, ee a 
Ditto rent of fittings. . . .... 171 0 2 
1,501 110 
Due by sundry persons, . . 6 6 « © «© «© «© © «622,070 1 5 


£605,013 16 9 


By Revenue derived from gas and meter rent 


Transfer fees . « © © © © eo © © © 
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The CHAIRMAN said: Gentlemen, the report just read, and which has 
been in the hands of the shareholders for some days, gives such ample and 
minute details connected with the working of the company at the different 
stations during the past six months, that I have only one or two other mat- 
ters, not directly alluded to in the report, to which I would direct your atten- 
tion. The report tells you what we have done to improve the concerns, and I 
can speak from personal knowledge and experience of the perfect truthfulness 
of every statement contained therein. One of the matters to which I would 
direct your attention is the addition to the paid-up capital. On referring to 
the credit side of the balance-sheet, it will be observed that the sum of £6000 
has been added to the paid-up capital since the last meeting. This sum is 
made up by the issue of the residue of Class C No. 2 shares, authorized to be 
issued by the Dublin Gas Act; 1500 remained unsubscribed for. It was 
desirable, therefore, to close that portion of the capital account represented 
by the Class C No. 2 shares. The board, in accordance with the powers 
vested in them, and authorized by the proprietors, determined by resolution 
to dispose of those 1500 shares at the market price of the day, it being a 
condition expressed and understood that they would be disposed of to the 
public gradually, and in such numbers and at such times as would not affect 
the interests of the shareholders by a sudden depreciation of their market 
value. In the adoption of this course I think the board acted with wisdom 
and discretion, inasmuch as the premium on the purchase produced over 
£1600, which has been placed to the credit of the contingent-fund, on 
which omg | demands, amounting to upwards of £3000, were made 
during the half year. There is no direct allusion to this matter in 
the report, and I revert to it now, not that I consider it neces- 
sary or essential, but simply because the balance-sheet represents a larger 








BALANCE-SHEET, Half Year ending June 30, 1869. 





Sales of products, less stock on hand, December 3llast . |. . 


To Coalscarbonized . . . 2 «© © © © «© «© o « et £34,364 6 
a a ee a ee re ee ee ee 6,453 19 7 
Salaries—directors, secretary, chief engineer, engineers, and clerks . 2,501 11 8 
Charges—collectors commissions, &c. . . . . .. - oF 3,087 4 1 
eG ED. ns 2s © 6 oe *e e yslie a 1,567 14 5 
Lime used in purifiers . .....ee- ° 495 3 9 
eee. + 6 pe 6 © 6 et lf ee ae 4,501 3 0 
Ditto—repairing meters . < e & wee ° 925 0 0 
Interest paidon bonds . . ....4.-s - 3,352 9 11 
DOG cs « ee 4 ° ian 6% 228 5 10 
ee ae a ee ee ee wo 941 18 11 





taining, as it does, every improvement which science and experience have 
shown to be advantageous—may be said to be perfect in its arrangement and 
action. 

The erection of convenient offices for e enemy and clerks, including photo- 
meter-rooms for testing the purity and illuminating power of the gas. 

Sir John Rogerson’s Quay Station.—At this station everything, including machi- 
nery, has undergone a th gh and effective renovation. More than one-half df 
the retort-house has been reset; the es department has been reorganized ; 
the action of the scrubbers and washers modernized and improved; and the new 
gasholder, accidentally damaged by the breakage of the columns, is in course of 
reparation, at the expense of the contractor, and will be ready for the reception of 
gas in the course of the ensuing month. : 

The Street-Mains.—It would occupy too much time and space to describe the 
large amount of useful and effective work in connexion with mains and services 
performed during the spring and summer; the board, therefore, content them- 
selves with referring to the isolation of the Pembroke and Rathmines townships, 
heretofore supplied by one leading main, but now entirely independent of each 
other, ensuring an equable and abundant supply to both. y 

Dunleary Station.—The impr ts here include the thorough repair of the 








asholders, and the substitution of new cast-iron girders for the cumbrous and |, 


fnefficient wooden ones of the large holder, transferred by the Hibernian wey ae 
the placing of governors on the leading mains, and considerable progress in the 
erection of an additional gasholder, which will be finished and in action about the 
latter end of next month. “ 

Mounttown Station.—Extensive improvements have been effected here during the 
summer; a new set of purifiers of improved construction and greater capacity have 
been brought into action; a duplicate exhauster and steam-engine erected; and 
additional facilities afforded for scrubbing and washing the gas previous to its exit 
from the works. 

Bray Station.—At this station many and most useful improvements have been 
effected. ‘he purifying apparatus formerly in use at Mounttown has been removed 
and erected here; one of Anderson’s patent exhausters and steam-engine will be at 
work in a few days. The gasholder adjoining the railway has received an additional 
lift, and is now working satisfactorily ; under the new arrang tsa tant and 
abundant supply of pure and good gas will be furnished, and all cause of complaint 
on ae eet of the residents of this rising and fashionable locality effectually 
removed, 

Dundrum Station.—The district hitherto supplied by the works at this station is 
now attached to the city mains. The retort-h and gasholder, however, will be 
kept in effective working order, as it may be necessary to bring the works into 
action to supplement the ordinary supply of the district during the winter months, 

Having thus briefly recapitulated the progress of the company during the past 
six months, the board have little to add beyond informing the proprietors that the 
public lamps of the Pembroke township are now supplied by meter, and that 
arrangements are in progress for applying the same principle to Blackrock town- 
ship. An application for tender to light the new township of Clontarf is at present 
before the board, to which attention is being given, and which will probably even- 
tuate in the extension of the company’s mains into the district. 

The board have now to direct the attention of the proprietors to the annexed 
accounts, and especially to the profit and loss account, showing the earnings of the 
half year of £14,376 19s. 1]d., from which they recommend the payment, free of 








income-tax, of a pro ratdé dividend ‘on the several classes of shares, at the rate of | 


7 per cent. per annum. 
Cr. 
By Proprietors stock, classA . . - ~ £152,000 0 0 
Ditto, class B . es - »« 50,000 0 0 
. « 135,000 0 0 
° - « 66,000 0 0 
’ aces 00 


Ditto, classC,No.1. . : 
Ditto, classC,No2... 





Company’s bonds, at 44 percent... . . 
Ditto ditto, atS percent. . . . . . 80,000 0 0 

———_— 135,000 0 0 
Contingent-fund . . - £3,460 13 10 
Reserve-fund . . . 8 


>. £16,206 17 
Gain this half year . , 


14,376 19 11 








30,583 17 7 

Insurance-fund , « «© «© © «+ « « 832 11 5 
: 34,877 2 10 

Billspayable . . . . . « « « ce £13,952 5 5 

Debts due tosundry persons . . . . 15,695 17 5 

Unclaimed dividends. . . .... 1,139 13 1 

Deposit accoumt . . . «© 2 0 © e 1,348 18 0 


32,136 13 11 


£605,013 16 9 








ABSTRACT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, Half Year ending June 30, 1869. 


£61,417 19 7 
11,331 19 
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0 
£72,795 13 7 
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amount of paid-up capital than the last six months. There is one 
other matter on which I should like to make an observation—namely, the 
question of bad debts. These, as you will perceive, from the profit and loss 
account, form an important item, or, I should rather say, an unsatisfactory 
item, in our periodical accounts. The finance committee, the secretary, and 
other officers, do everything in their power to keep the bad debts within rea- 
sonable limits, but, notwithstanding all their efforts and exertions, they 
amount, as you will perceive from the account, to a very serious sum in the: 
course of the year. The company has a very large number of small con- 
sumers, and I need scarcely say that a large per centage of the bad debts is 
to be traced to this class of customers. We endeavour to protect ourselves 
against such contingencies by requiring a deposit in advance or anticipation 
of the quarterly accounts; but as this course of policy would, if of universal 


application, appear to be somewhat oppressive, the board have hesitated to: 
apply the rule to another and more important class whose consumption is, 
larger, and whose deposit should be, of course, in proportion to the risk of 


credit. Now I think it is obvious that the consumers are really as much in- 
terested in this question of bad debts as the tr camer] because everything 
that tends to increase expense has a direct tendency to increase the cost of 
manufacture, and therefore to maintain the price of gas. I may mention 
that if the company made no bad debte—and some of the English companies 
are os in this enviable condition—the dividend of the proprietors 
would be increased fully 1 per cent., and you all know that under our Act of 


Parliament we are bound to reduce the price of gas a8 soon as we pay a divi- 
dend of 10 per cent. and accumulate the authorized amount of reserved fund. 
Such being the case, I think the meeting will concur in the opinion that the 
consumers are deeply interested in the question of bad debts, because, as I 
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have already said, it is by the reduction of expenditure and the observance 
of economy in every department that a reduction of prices can be looked for. 
I beg to move the adoption of the report and accounts for the past half year. 

Mr. J. Miro Burxg, J.P., seconded the resolution. 

Mr. WALsH thought the accounts might be kept in a clearer way, for no 
one could see from the statement submitted to the proprietors when, how, or 
why this £6000 for the 1500 shares was added to the taxing capital of the 
company. He had entire faith in the accuracy of the accounts; he admitted 
that £1600 was made by the sale of the capital stock of the company ; but, 
until he came there, he had no idea that it was brought to a contingent-fund 
which amounted to £3460, and consisted of wages and other charges that 
were brought to No. 2 station. He was perfectly satisfied with the perfect 
bona fides of this item ; but, when the proprietary only came there periodi- 
cally, they should be in a position to see how these things were. Again, on 
one side of the profit and loss account they found ‘Coals carbonized,” but 
there was nothing to show what quantity of coal was carbonized, or as to the 

uantity of gas that bad been produced. He found, in an account of the 

irmingham and Staffordshire Gas Company, that there was a larger product 
from carbonized coal than in thiscompany. He thought, with this one ex- 
ception, in every other respect the comparison was in favour of their 
management. 

The CHaiRMAN said the 1500 shares were those which were not applied for ; 
and he thought the board acted with great prudence and wisdom in disposing 
of those shares, and realizing a profit on / without deing any injury to 
the original stock. Their accounts would be submitted at any time to the 
proprietors who might have any curiosity to see them. 

Mr. WAtsxH observed that he made no objection to the disposal of the 
shares when Mr. Stevenson gave him the explanation. 

Dr. WALLER said be was not sorry that Mr. Walsh had drawn a comparison 
between this and the Birmingham and Staffordshire Gompany. He said that, 
unless with the exception of one item, this company had contrasted favour- 
ably with it; but he (Dr. Waller) thought, even on looking at that, if an 
inquiry were instituted, it would be found to be to the advantage of this 
company, for where the expense of coals was less the profits would be greater, 
and they knew besides how valuable coke was in Birmingham and Stafford- 
shire for smelting. In some instances, coals were purchased cheaper than coke. 

The Secrerary (Mr. Stevenson) said that, whilst the Birmingham and 
Staffordshire Company had their coals thrown over their wall from the pit at 
the rate of 7s. 9d. a ton, they got 10s. and 11s. for the coke. So valuable 
was that product in Birmingham that within the last two years an applica- 
tion was made to this company—knowing they had a large stock on hand— 
to export what surplus stock they had, and to sell it to smelters in Birming- 
ham. The directors thought the extra profit would not pay. With respect 
to the issue of the shares, it might be well to state that the board were per- 
fectly justified, under the terms of their Act, in issuing them, but they did not 
rest content with that authority, and a special general meeting was called 
for the purpose of dealing with them. The resolution stated that the shares 
should be allotted in the first instance to the shareholders of the old Alliance 
Company—that is to say, the holders of the shares on which £8 per share 
had been paid in the proportion of fifteen for every nineteen of the old shares, 
and such as remained unclaimed should then be offered to the holders of the 
shares of the Commercial Gas Company, and such of them as remained un- 
claimed should be dealt with, and distributed and allotted as the board of 
directors thought fit. Some shareholders took advantage of the offer, and 
others thought their investment was large enough, or probably that it would 
not be a profitable investment, and more treated the circular as waste paper. 
The result was that of these shares 1500 remained on hand, and on the reso- 
lution he had read the directors might have dealt with these as they thought 
proper; they might have allotted them to themselves at par; but in place of 
that they put them on the Stock Exchange, taking the precaution to direct 
the parties who were to sell not to do so until such time as it would not affect 
the value of the shares held by them, and so careful were the parties to whom 
the sale was entrusted, that to this day more than 230 of these shares were 
actually undisposed of—the money was paid into the coffers of the company. 

The CuArRMAN then put the resolution that the report and accounts be 
adopted, and it was passed unanimously. 

Mr. WALsu wished to know the nature of the shares issued. 

Mr. Fotrrey said he would explain the matter, which was as plain as 
possible. The company were authorized to: issue stock to the extent of 
£300,000. Of that amount 13,500 shares of £10 each were allotted to the 
proprietors of the Hibernian Gas Company. There were left 16,500 shares 
of £10 each to be disposed of ; 15,000 shares were issued with £4 each paid, 
making up a capital of £60,000. There was left a surplus of 1500 shares in 
hand, which 1500 shares had been issued, and now represented the new 
capital of £6000. 

Mr. WaLsH said he now clearly understood the matter. The explanation 
was quite satisfactory, but he thought the figures ought to have appeared on 
the account. 

The Secretary said the item did appear on the face of the capita] account. 

The CuarrMAN moved that a pro raté dividend on the several classes of 
shares at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum, free of income-tax, be declared 
and made payable on and after the 22nd of October next. 

Mr. Forrrett seconded the resolution, which was adopted. 

The Cuarrman begged to move a vote of thanks to Mr. Stevenson, the 
secretary, and the other officers of the company, from whom they had re- 
ceived most valuable services. They all knew Mr. Stevenson, and it was 
unnecessary for him to say a word as to that gentleman’s merits and abili- 
ties. He believed he and Mr. Stevenson were almost the only persons 
remaining who were prominently connected with the original Consumers 
Gas Company, which at all times was greatly indebted to Mr. Stevenson ; 
indeed, he believed the Consumers Gas Company would not have been esta- 
blished at all had it not been for the great information and talent which 
Mr. Stevenson brought to bear upon the matter. The company had lately 
got another officer, Mr. Somerville, who gave entire satisfaction to the board. 
Mr. Somerville was the manager at all the stations, and he certainly was the 
right man in the right place, and from his able and careful supervision the 
best results might be expected. 

Mr. WaxsH seconded the resolution, which was adopted unanimously. 

The SecreTARy said he had so frequently to give expression to the grati- 
tude he felt at the complimentary manner in which his services were men- 
tioned and appreciated by the board and the proprietors, that he would on 
this occasion allow the vote to pass as a matter of course; but, as allusion 
had been made to another officer, Mr. Somerville, whose services he had been 
instrumental in obtaining for the company, he would wish to say a few 
words in reference to that gentleman. At the desire of the company, he 

Mr. Stevenson) went to England, for the purpose of obtaining an officer to 
superintend their works. In conjunction with Mr. Barlow, the company’s 
consulting engineer, he visited the Maidstone Gas. Works, conducted by Mr. 
Somerville, which were found to be in a state of such perfect efficiency and 
good order as at once proved their manager to be a man of undoubted 





—_" 








THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





789 | 


ability and business habits. Mr. Somerville was now an officer of the com- 
pany, and, as the chairman had stated, he was really the right man in the 
right place. His services were invaluable. He was at work early and late, 
in season and out of season, ever striving to promote the interests of the com- 
pany with which he was connected. He felt bound to make this statement 
in relation to Mr. Somerville. For the vote of thanks just passed he begged | 
to express, as he often had occasion before, his grateful acknowledgments, | 
Dr. WALLER begged to move a resolution, which he was sure would meet 
the hearty concurrence of the shareholders—namely, ‘‘ That the thanks of | 
the meeting be given to the board of directors for the care and attention they |! 
bestowed on the affairs of the company.”” He thought the care and attention 
of the board to their affairs were best shown by the results achieved. They 
had erected most excellent works on Sir John Rogerson’s Quay at no small | | 
expense, yet, notwithstanding that expenditure, the shareholders were | | 











receiving from the board a 7 per cent. dividend, and they might reasonably 
expect, when this additional expenditure should have ceased, that their divi- | 
dend would still further increase. With regard to the bad debts—£900—no 
doubt that was a large sum, but, as the chairman had stated, the way the 
small consumers should be dealt with was a very difficult question, and as | 
the matter, after all, was a commercial one, he thought they might safely | 
leave it as heretofore to the judgment, prudence, and, he would add, huma- | 
nity of the directors. Before he sat down there were two matters which he 
would venture to throw out for consideration by the board. The first was 
whether their clerks could not, without injury to the interests of the com- 
pany, have the same short hours of labour on Saturday that were enjoyed by | 
the clerks in the banks; and, secondly, whether they might not look forward | 
to a time when their resorve-fund would be large enough to enable them to | 
establish a superannuation-fund for their deserving and well-tried officers. | 
He merely threw out these matters, as he had said, for consideration by the | 
board, who alone could deal with them. 

Mr. Lee seconded the resolution, which was passed by acclamation. 

The CHAIRMAN said he could assure the meeting, on behalf of the board, 
that every member of it did his best to advance the prosperity of the company. 

The meeting was then made special “for the purpose of authorizing the | 
directors to issue bonds to the extent of the residue of the company’s borrow- | 
ing powers, as provided by the Dublin Gas Act, 1866.” 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the following resolution :—‘ That the board of | 
directors be and are hereby authorized to borrow on mortgage or bond any | 
sum or sums of money not exceeding the residue of the sum authorized to be | 
borrowed by the Dublin Gas Act, 1866, from such persons, at such terms, in 
such sums, and at euch a rate of interest as the board of directors may | 
determine.” 

Mr. James Prim seconded the motion, which was adopted. 

After a vote of thanks to the chairman, the meeting separated. 





CHARTERED GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. | 

The Half-Yearly Ordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders in this 
Company was held at the Offices, Horseferry Road, Westminster, on the lst 
inst.—Simon Apams Beck, Esq., the governor, in the chair. 

The seal of the company having been affixed to the register of shareholders, | 

The Secretary (Mr. J. O. Phillips) read the minutes of the last meeting, | 
which were confirmed. The following report of the directors for the ha 
year was taken as read :— 


The directors are happy to announce that, notwithstanding the onerous con- 
ditions of the City of London Gas Act, 1868, which are already in partial | 
operation, a retrospect of the proceedings of the company during the half year 
ended on the 30th of June last affords subject of congratulation. 

The company’s own Act received the Royal Assent on the 13th of July, 1868, and 
in the short period which has since elapsed, the company has been put into posses- 
sion of nearly the whole of the land required for the new works and the approaches 
thereto; a road of 24 miles in length, which had to be constructed through the 
marshes, is fast approaching completion; 6 miles of mains of the largest size have 
been manufactured and laid; and so great an advance has been made in the erection 
of the landing-pier and of the colossal retort-houses and other plant at Beckton, 
that the directors entertain the confident hope of bringing the station into full | 
action in the course of the ensuing summer. 

It is due to the professional and other gentlemen engaged to state that the energy 
thus displayed refiects the highest credit on every one concerned. 

The funds which have been hitherto employed ia the purchase of land and con- | 
struction of the new works are a part of these which were authorized by the 23rd 
section of the company’s special Act to be raised on mortgages for those purposes; | 
and the directors are of opinion that the interest payable on such mortgages ought | 
not to be set off against the revenue derivable by the present shareholders from the 
existing undertaking, but should be treated as a part of the capital expended on 
the new works. 

The official auditor, however, as will be seen from a foot-note appended to the 
statement of accounts, entertains a doubt as to his power to sanction such an 
appropriation, and the eye | of the charge to capital instead of to revenue has 
been referred by the Board of Trade, to whom an appeal has been made, to the 
decision of an arbitrator appointed by consent of all parties. Pending a decision, 
the directors have taken the opinion of counsel on the point, and they are strength- 
ened in their view that the interest in question is a necessary part of the cost of ; 
construction of the new works, and should properly be paid out of capital instead of | 
being charged against the profits which accrue on the existing undertaking. It is | 
expected that the point will be disposed of in November next, and, as no doubt has , 
been raised as to the policy or justice of the manner in which the directors have | 
proposed to deal with the item, they fully believe that its legality also will be | 
readily affirmed. In the meantime the amount thus in question has been excluded | 
by the directors in their consideration of the distribution of dividend. 

The directors feel it to be unnecessary again to expatiate on the economy and the | 
many other advantages which they are sanguine will result from a discontinuance | 
of manufacture in London and its transfer to Beckton, and have now only to state | 
that the rapid progress of the new works renders it necessary that they should at, 
once receive the sanction of the proprietary for the creation and issue of a portion of | 
the new share capital authorized by their Act to be raised. | 

The scheme of amalgamation with the City of London Gaslight and Coke Com- 
pany is still under the consideration of the Board of Trade. The directors are | 
impressed with the belief that large and equal advantages will result to both com- 
panies from an amalgamation, and they hope that the negotiations may shortly be | 
brought to a satisfactory lusi Before, however, any final step is taken, the 
opportunity will be afforded to the proprietors of expressing their opinion on the 
subject. 

As regards the half year more immediately the subject of consideration, the work- 
ing of the company’s present stations exhibits a continued improvement, the returns 
showing that, while, ag compared with the corresponding period of last year, there 
has been a decreased consumption of coal, there has been a material increase in the 
rental for light. The diminished value of coke and other residual products is still 
to be regretted, but the directors are happy to announce that their new contracts 
for coal and for the sale of tar, which will come into immediate operation, have been 
entered into on terms more advantageous to the company than have been secured for 
some years past. 

The audited accounts show a profit for the half year equal to 7 per cent. per 
annum, which, after deduction of the amount required by the official auditor to be 
held in suspense, would leave available for distribution an amount equal to 64 per 
cent. per annum. In view, however, of the balance still remaining to be paid under 
the order of court to the insurance companies in respect of the Saville House fire, 
the directors believe that they are best consulting the interests of the shareholders 
by recommending a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per atinum Only, the balance 
of profit being carried forward to meet this claim. 

















— 





——— 


















790 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, [Oct. 12, 1869. 








THE GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 















Half Year ending June 30, 1869. 
No. 1.—STATEMENT OF SHARE AND LOAN CAPITAL, to June 30, 1869. 










































































































| j 
Act of | Maximum Divi- 
Parliament Description dend Number Nominal Called Total Amount Total 
regulating the of authorized, or of Shares Amount of up id not paid up or Amounts 
Capital of Capital. Interest issued. Shares. per Share. — wy unissued. authorized. 
the Company. | | paid. 
‘Ordinary shares A.| 10 per cent. 12,000 £50 0 0 | £50 0 0 £600,000 = £600,000 
Ditto A. | Ditto. 6,000 50 0 0 45 0 0 270,000 £30,000 300,000 
31 & 32 Vict., Ditto B. | Ditto. on & ee oe 650,000 650,000 
cap. 106. Mortgage. | 4} per cent. ee eo oe 200,000 100,000 300,000 
R te oe - oe we 162,500 162,500 
Dr. No. 2.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ending June 30, 1869. Cr. 
| 7 
Expended Total | _ Certified | Received Total 
‘June 24, 241868, to this to June 30, | Receiptsto | — during Receipts to 
| Dec. 31, 1868. Half Year. 1869, | Dec. 31, 1868. | Half Year. June 30, 1869. 
| #£ .@ £ s. d, £ | | & wa £& sd. 
To Expenditure to — 24, 1868 | ée we 779,310 r ii By + 2+ a Aenea perbeaeeenaes | 870,000 0 r | ™ 870,000 0 0 
Since June 24, | Mortgage. . . 6 « « - 100,000 0 0 | 100,000 0 0 200,000 0 @ 
Lands — ‘including law} ! 
charges 200 0 0 30,773 5 11 30,973 5 11 |¢970, 000 0 0 | 
Buildings, ” manufacturing 
plant, storeage, and other 
structures connected with z 
manufacture . . : 302 13 9 33,230 16 10 33,533 10 7 
New mainsand service-pipes, 
including laying, paving, 
and other works connected) 
with distribution. . 2,195 15 9 12,443 18 11 14,569 14 
Meters (additional), including 
fixing 155 5 7 187 19 10 343 «+5 
i Pariininenttery costs . : :| 2,652 2 3 ee 2,643 18 
) Interest onloans . . . | 463 7 2 2,386 14 9 2,850 111 
Less parliamentary eosts | 79,022 16 3 
refun > wee ee | 8 3 6 
| 5,899 4 6 | 79,0472 9 | 








864,224 7 
Belance of capitalacooumt . . . . « «© + © © «© © « 205, 775 12 1 
SNS vt wine ss 79. oe ee £1,070,000 0 0 0 












£1,070,000 0 «0 










Note.—Total outlay of capital at Beckton Works, sup to Dec. 31, 1868 4,895 4 7 
Ditto, in half year to June 30, 1869 ° s wlter’ 76,869 10 


£81,764 15 























No. 3.—-REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ending June 30, 1869. 




































































































To Manufacture of gas— & 8. @ £ 8. d. §| By Sale of gas— £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
Coals, including carriage, paneer and Common gas (465,885,000 cubic feet), at 
dues (see Account No.6) . . «| 77,962 2 1 4s. per 1000 cubic feet . .| 92,777 2 10 
Purifying materials, water, &c. . 214 3 Cannel gas (131,148, 000 cubic feet), at} 
Salaries of superintendents and officers at 5s. 6d. per 1000 eubie fect . -| 36,065 9 3 
works . ee 1,311 5 0 Public lighting and under contracts - «| 12,063 11 8 
Wages at works (manufacture) . .| 15,924 3 4 a 
Repairs and maintenance of works and | 140,906 3 9 
plant, including renewal of retorts, Tess baddebts. . . . . £901 3 6) 
machines, apparatus, materials, and Deduct cash received, . . 40 13 8) 
et. “Ss ~~ « © te we 8 8,677 8 11 ~ —' 860 9 10 
|__| 140,045 13 11 
104,817-:13 7 Mentelefmeters. -.. 30-6 16 00 *0 7” 2,059 13 6 
Less old materialssold 4, . 6 « + + 549 911 | 
Distribution of gas — |__| 104,268 3 8 Residual api 
Repair, maintenance, and renewal of; | Ooke ° oe eke ee Oe ee 
mains and service-pipes, including mate- Brees UBS Bee . oe Ss %.26° a 148 17 4 
rials, laying and paving, and labour 3,087 10 2  _— ae ee “SW | 2,259 15 8 
Salaries of i inspectors, assistant inspectors, Ammoniacal liquor we eee 474 3 3 
and clerks in Light Office. . 7: 1,678 16 5 | i——————_—! 18,665 3 10 
Meters—repairing, renewing, and refixing| 3,088 3 9 | Rents . — Pe a oe ae ‘| + 439 18 2 
Pablic lamps— | 7,849 10 4 Transfer fees,&c. > Sf wt kl ee 812 6 
Lighting and repairing . . . .. . ae 2,356 10 5 
Rents, rates, and taxes— | 
Rents... vg th te te ety EP Eee oS 
Ratesandtaxes . . ......| 4,413 18 9 
Income-taxonrents. . .... «| 6416 3 
Management— i-—— 5,543 19 2 
Directors allowance . 1,413 6 0 
Salaries of secretary, chief engineer, ‘and 
office clerks . 1,545 0 0 
Collectors commission. ° 2,399 6 0 
Stationery, printing, and general charges. 654 15 6 
Company’sauditors . . . 8118 0 
Public officers — 6,09 5 6 
(Company’s proportion.) 
Gas referees expenses. . . £234 0 0 
Dittoremuneration . . . 614 4 6 | 
oe 848 4 6 i 
Chief gas examiner’s ditto . . ... 136 9 10 | 
Official anditor’s ditto. . . .... 136 9 10 
Law and parliamentary + cp 90% ——_—_. 1,121 4 2 j 
Law eee “a 603 9 6 | 
Parliamentary (oppositions) . » toe om 
603 9 7 
Depreciation-fund for works on leaschold 
lands ib te? Gh yy ee 100 0 0 | 
Sick and benevolent fund . | Se 52 0 2 | 
Annuities to superannuated officers and work-| | 
men. . F = 638 3 10 
Interest on temporary loan from bankers; ; es 50 6 0 | 
Compensation fordamages . ee 117 3 0 
Saville House actions—total payments ‘this | 
half year . SP: ‘| 12,677 19 3 
Less charged to contingent-fund. oe *s of Re 2 41 
= 1,881 18 2 
£130,676 14 0 | 
Wilande. 2 wc we te oe et tte oo] OMS TE | 
'g161,219 111 £161,219 1 11 | 
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£1,562 14 0 











Dr. No. 4.—NET REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ending June 30, 1869. Cr 
i ow oe oe i a oe 
To Interest on mortgage accrued to June 30, | By Balance of net revenue, Dec. 31,1878 . . 18,892 9 10 
gS ta ae ee ie ie ees ‘ 4,580 19 6 | Less Cividend dec.ared for half year ending 
Less charged to capital account . 2,386 14 9 | thatday. ... oh ; . «| 17,963 33 1 
_ 2,194 4 9 928 14 9 
Income-tax on dividends ee ee eo ne eee 677 13 1 Balance from revenue account, No. 3 30,542 7 11 
ae ere Pe 30,793 9 7 Interest on depos:t rer. 2,194 4 9 
| £33,665 7 5 £33,665 7 5 
No. 5.—INSURANCE-FUND ACCOUNT. 
(The company have at present no insurance-fund ) 
Dr. No. 5a.—DEPRECIATION-FUND ACCOUNT (for Works on Leaschold Lands), for the Half Year ending June 30, 1869. Cr. 
S «ow hh . «=. 
RP ‘ » tab “ato 1,562 14 0 By Balance on Dec. 31,1868 . . 1445 3 6 
Brought from revenue account 100 0 0 
Interest on amount invested 1710 6 


£1,562 14 0 











&£ 8. d. 
To Amount charged against this fund on account of Saville House 
EE hair 8p Sra a 8s rey ote: er ee ew 10,786 1 1 


£10,796 1 1 





| | 
| 
| 








| Tons. 
es 4 a oe MN are Se ee > & cess a 19,206" 
hs oe Cag tes tal oe a) he See Za | 7,911° 

' 





In Store, Made 


Description of Residual. Dec. 31, 1868. 


No. 58.—CONTINGENT-FUND ACCOUNT, for the 








Walf Year ending June 30, 1869. Cr. 
 &. 
By Balance on Dec. 31, 1868 7,718 2 7 
Jnierestonamountinvested . . . . . 7 34 16 11 
Amount realized by the sale of stock recently standing in the 
new superennuation-fund . °° 2,733 1 7 





£10,796 1 1 





In Store, 
. 31, 1868, 


| No. 7.—STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL PRODUCTS made and disposed of during 


during Half Year. 





No. 6.—STATEMENT OF COALS USED during the Half Year ending June 30, 1869. 


In Store, 
June 30, 1869. 


Used 
during Half Year. 


Received 
curing Half Year. 


Tons. i Tons, Tons. 
2 50,782°19 64,761°8 5,227 °13 
19 14,319°18 12,385°17 9,846 


the Half Year ending June 30, 1869. 


Us-din 
Manufacture 
during Half Year. 


Sold 
during Half Year. 


In Store, 
June 30, 1869. 














September 1, 1869. 





i September 2, 1869. 

|| The Governor: Gentlemen, in meeting you on the present occasion I 
cannot express the great pleasure I should feel if there were an increase of 
dividend over that of the corresponding period of the last year, but still 
our affairs, by good working and good management, are in a more 
i/Satisfectory estate in every way than they were. Before proceeding 
further I will read, as usual, the comparative statement for the two 
quarters ending Midsummer, 1868, and June 30, 1869. During the quarter 
ending Midsummer, 1868, the total quantity of coals used was 78,667 
tons, at a cost of £78,200, or at the rate of 19s. 104d. per ton; whilst in that 
ending June 30, 1869, it was 77,147 tons, at a cost of £77,962, or at the rate 
of £1 Os. 23d. per ton; showing a decrease of coals, in quantity, of nearlv 2 
per cent., and in money } percent, The Boghead and cannel used in 1868 
was 13} per cent. of the whole quantity; in 1869 it was 16 per cent., being 


head and cannel in consequence of the extra illuminating power which is 
= ype pare from 12 to 14 candles. In 1868 the gas made was 
4 782,316,000 cubic feet ; in 1869 it was 798,521,000, or an increase of 23 per 
jcent. The gas per ton of coals, in 1868, amounted to 9944 cubic feet; in 























an increase of 23 per cent. We are obliged to increase the quantity of Bog- | i 
| being an increase of } per cent. 
| every single point we are better than we were at that time last year, except 


Coke— 
| Common . chaldrons 848°9 66,390°9 26,914 40,201°27 122°27 
| Cannel aa 312°9 5,500 i 5,808 "1 3°27 
| Breeze . ” 868 °35 ‘ 1,601 °16 4,881°39 160°9 
|| Tar. i gallons, 37,228 $43,828 : 852,199 28,857 
|| Ammoniacal liquor ns 34,652 984,420 1,005,919 13,153 
ae ail me Sees er. Sees ae a ee 
| Dr. GENERAL BALANCE-SHEET, on June 30, 1869. Cr. 
| £ & @. S «4 & 
To Capital account— By Cash at bankers 15,912 17 1 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No.2)... .. 205,775 12 10 Ditto on deposit .. 92,000 0 0 
Net revenue account— | Ditto invested at interest oo 51,562 14 0 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No.4)... . « 30,793 9 7 Stores on hand, viz. :— 6 «a & 
Insurance-fund account— Coals ane: 27,201 15 2 
‘ Balance at credit thereof (Account No. 5) . ° — Coke and breeze. . 73 7 «21 
! Depreciation-fund (for works on leaschold lands)— Tar and other products 71 910 
; Balance at credit thereof (Account No.5a) . . . .« . 1,562 14 0 Sundry stores. . . 4,987 13 8 
} Contingent-fund— Outstanding accounts due to the company, 32,334 5 9 
1 Balance at credit thereof {Account No. 5p) — viz 
t Unpaiddividends. .... PT gs ae ; 5,673 12 10 Lightaceount .. 
Interest accrued and unpaid on mortgage, to June 50, 1869 3,643 16 5 Coke and other residuals 
Amount due for coals and to sundry tradesmen and others . 8,570 2 4 Sundry accounts. 
Amount due for wages to June 30,1869, . . . ..-s. 1,489 5 0 7 
‘ Ghip Digpateh 2 wg ttt lt tt 7 
'£257,458 13 0 0 
(Signed) S. Apams Becx, Governor. 
Examined, ard found to agree with the books of the company. (Signed J. SALE Barker, 


H. W. Cnisnoim, 
Henry Yoou, 


» Auditors. 


I certify that the balance of net revenue of the Gaslight and Coke Company, for the haif year ending June 30, 1869, is £27,945 7s. 8d., and that such amount, 
subject to deduction for income-tax, is applicable to the payment of dividend on the ordinary stock. 
The sum of £2850 1s. 11d. charged to capital, being part of the intcrest on the mortgage debt, has been deducted by me f 
| propriety of that charge to capital is settled, in pursuance of the provisions of the City of London Gas Act, 1868. 
| 


4. 
(Signed) Cuas. H. Parkes, Official Auditor. 


an increase in rental of nearly 4 per cent. 
£23,108 ; in 1869, £18,665, or a decrease of 19} per cent. Iam sorry to say 
the price of products goes on decreasing. We have madea new contract this 
year for our tar, which is nearly double the price of the last, so that we shall 
get a better return hereafter. In 1868 the rental per ton of coals was 
£1 14s, 113d.; in 1869, £1 17s. O}d., being an increase of 6 per cent. In 
1868 the net cost of coal per ton, deducting products, was 14s.; in 1869 it 
was 13, 43d., or an increase of 93 per cent. I am happy to tell you that our 
contract this year in respect of coals will yield asaving of about £8000 for 
the year commencing to-day, Then, in 1868, the general wear and tear per 
ton of coals was equal to 3:, 4}d.; in 1869, 33. S}d., or a decrease of 14 per 
cent, The wages per ton of coals, in 1868, were 4s, 23d. ; in 1869, 4s, 14d., 
being a decrease of 2} per cent. In 1868 the rental received per 1000 feet of 
gas was 33, 6}d.; in 1869, 33, 7d., or an increase of 1} per cent. In 1868 
the coke for sale was 57} per cent. of coals used, whilst in 1869 it was 58}, 
From this statement it will be seen that in 


the products, over which we have no control. We have always made the 
best contracts we could, and this year, as I have said, we have a very advan- 


1869 it was 10,350 cubic feet, or an increase per ton of 4 per cent. In 1868 | tageous one, by which a saving will be effected, in regard to coals, of about 
the rental of light and meter-rent was £137,598 ; in 1869, £142,966, showing | £8000. With these observations I will move—‘‘ That this meeting do agree 








rom the balance of net revenue until the | 


The products, in 1868, fetched }} 
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with and confirm the report of the directors and the auditors report and 
stat t of the ts of the company so transmitted,” 

The Deruty-Governor (the Hon, R. Howe Browne) seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously adopted. 

The Governor next moved—‘ That a dividend at the rate of £6 per cent. 
per annum, for the half year ending the 30th of June last, be now declared.” 


The Deruty-GoveRNor seconded the motion, which was also carried 
unanimously. 

The Governor said that the directors had next to apply to the shareholders 
for authority to raise £250,000 further capital, by the creation and issue of 
new shares, The resolution come to by the directors was as follows :— 


That there be created a new share capital not exceeding £250,000, in 25,000 shares 
of £10 each, and that such shares be all of one class, and of like privileges. 

That the directors be authorized to make the calls upon such shares, of such 
amounts and at such times respectively as they may think fit, and that all or any 

of the moneys due upon such shares beyond the sums actually called for be 
received from the holders thereof, who are willing to advance the same in accordance 
with the provisions of the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845. 

That all moneys paid upon the respective ehares, whether called for or paid in 
advance, bear interest or dividend at the rate of £5 per centum per annum, and that 
such interest or dividend have preference over the dividends on the existing share 
capital of the company, and be payable half yearly on the same days as the dividends 
on the existing share capital. 

That from and after the end of the year 1874, the new shares be convertible, at the 





|| -option of the holders thereof, into ordinary shares at par, and that the holders of 


the shares so converted be entitled to ordinary dividends thereon, without preference, 
rateably with the holders of the existing share capital. 

That the directors be authorized to apportion 18,000 of the new shares among the 

existing ehareholders, in the proportion of one for each of the company’s present 
shares held by them respectively, and the remaining 7000 new shares to the share- 
holders in the City of London Gaslight and Coke Company, in such proportion as 
that company shull determine, and to offer the new shares at par in those propor- 
tions in accordance with the provisions of the Companies Clauses Act, 1863. 
With reference to this resolution he should state that the directors had made 
every inquiry they possibly could as to the best means of raising the capital, 
and had obtained much volshie information from gentlemen of the Stock 
Exchange, who were well versed in the subject ; and they thought it best to 
make the new shares rank for atime as preference stock, anu bear interest 
at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum. The issue was to consist of 25,000 
shares of £10 each, and of that number 18,000 were to be apportioned 
amongst the existing shareholders, and they had fixed upon the 7000 as the 
balance to be offered to the shareholders in the City of London Gaslight and 
Coke Company, and which it would be to their interest to take. He would 
move the adoption of the report. 

The Deputy-Governor seconded the motion. 

Mr. Gray would like to hear the opinion of Mr. Price as to whether the 
plan proposed for raising the money was the most expedient. 

Mr. Price thought the question had better be addressed to the directors. 
He was not a director, and should not like to thrust himself forward without 
the sanction of the meeting. 

Mr. Gray: But you can tell us whether you could raise the money on a 
better plan. 

Mr. Price thought it would be impertinent in him expressing an opinion 
before he had heard that of the directors, or even the opinion of Mr. Gray, 
or some other of the shareholders. He was willing to give his reasons why 
he thought the plan proposed was expedient for raising the capital, but would 
not like to do so without he knew it would be unobjectionable to the board. 

The Governor said, as Mr. Price was so modest, he might himself observe 
that the directors had consulted that gentleman and other influential members 
of the Stock Exchange, and it was chiefly upon the opinion expressed by Mr. 
Price that their resolution had been come to. 

{| Mr. Price said that, taking the position of the company into consideration, 
as also the requirements of the Act of 1868, by which they were compelled to 
go out of London, he thought, according to his own judgment, and that of 
persons who knew how to raise capital, the best plan was that which he had 
ventured to recommend the directors to adopt, and he would give them his 
reasons for thinking so. It must be borne in mind that the company had 
gone through some degree of adversity, that it had met with various accidents 
—extraordivary accidents, he might say—which had had the effect of reducing 
the price of their shares considerably. That crisis, however, had gone by, 
and they had been able to tide over their difficulties. Taking all these things, 
therefore, into consideration, and seeing the amount of capital which they 
were going to lay out—which must have been laid out upon land somewhere, 
because they were thrust out of London by Parliament, and it was nota 
question whether they should lay it out on this or that plot, but upon the 
best plot—he thought the shareholders would come to the conclusion that 
the directors had acted wisely and judiciously in the matter. Any gentleman 
who might choose to go down the river and inspect the company’s property, 
could come to no other conclusion than that the best plot of land had been 
taken for the purpose. And, then, as to the value of that land: works were 
being built upon it on a scale so large as would enable them to make gas for 
a greater portion of London, 
to supply the whole of the metropolis with gas in case of need. They had, 
moreover, a private road of 2} miles long, connecting the land on which the 
gas-works were now being erected with the Barking Road, near Vic- 
toria Docks, and, as he understood, the frontage of both sides of it 
belonged to them. ‘That road presented a considerable amount of building 
land, and great advantages from it must arise. Now, the company 
had been thrust out of London because it was said their works interfered 
with the comfort of the inhabitants. They therefore had to protect 
themselves as best they could against future actions, They had acquired 
possession of 150 acres of land, portions of which they would let on the 
best terms they could, and under such regulations that those who became 
occupiers of it would not be able to come forward and indict the company for 
a nuisance. Those persons would build their houses with the knowledge of 
their being in the neighbourhood of gas-works, and that they themselves had 
followed up the nuisance, and therefore must endure it. In time the land 
must become of considerable value. Again, what were the company doing? 
The fact that the report had passed sub si/entio proved that the shareholders 
wero satisfied. Generally speaking, they found some grumblers at their 
meetings, but on that occasion there was not a single one, and that was a 
circumstance well worth noting. He would ask every gentleman present 
whether it would not be to their interest to take shares which would pay 
them 56 per cent., with the option, at the end of the year 1874, of converting 
them into ordinary shares at par. He was convinced that no shareholder 
would hold a single ordinary share at £55 if he did not think it was worth 
more than £5 per cent. The option of being able to convert the new stock 
into ordinary shares hereafter rendered it exceedingly valuable. He knew 
well the value of options of that kind. He was a shareholder in a railway 
company, the £25 shares of which were at one time actually sold at half a 
crown a share. They were shares bearing 4 per cent. interest, and he after- 
wards sold his at 114 ex div., it being at the option of the holder to have 


ae 











Indeed, he thought the company would be able | 
| devoted to any other purpose so profitable as that for the extension of works. 
| As to the opinion of the official auditor alluded to in the report, he (Mr. Yool) 





them converted into ordinary stock at par. Certain stock of the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Railway, which at one time would not have been taken at 
par, was now selling at a premium; and, certainly, gas companies ought not 
to, and did not, stand behind railway companies in the advantages they offered 
to investors. On the other hand, it might be said that they were giving 
advantages to their old partners which were too great; but to whom were 
Sw giving these advantages but to themselves—to those proprietors who 
had borne the heat and brunt of the Saville House calamity, and the expenses 
incidental to parliamentary proceedings? ‘They were all partners together. 
Now, those who preferred to get'their 5 per cent. in perpetuity could do so, 
and those who wisbed to change their stock would meet with every facility. 
He considered, from his experience of many public companies—railway, 
dock, insurance, and, in fact, of every description of company—that none 
stood so well to their shareholders and the public as gas companies. He 
knew full well how gas companies were managed, and he was sure that no 
person could hold up a finger against those in London, and say that the 
shareholders of any one of them had been of late years ill treated by the 
directors. He had, at first, a doubt whether he should recommend so much as 
5 per cent., because of the value attaching to the option of having the shares 
converted into ordinary shares at par. He believed, looking at the acreage of 
the land and its value for different purposes, that its- purchase would prove a 
great success, and certainly one of the best investments they had made in 
their lives. He hoped they should hear from Mr. Gray an opinion that the 
terms they had offered to give to their old partners were not too great, but 
that they were such as they ought to receive. He conceived there would 
not be a single a, who wished to do good to the company and to 
himself, who would object to taking the new shares, one for every £50 share 
he now held, and he hoped that a proportion of them would be kept by the 
directors besides for the benefit of the company, as they would no doubt 
hereafter produce very large additions to its funds. 

Mr. Gray said if the plot of land could be brought into beneficial use for 
building purposes, the property of the company must be very much enhanced 
in value. He doubted, however, whether the proposed plan for raising the 
capital was the best one that could be adopted. Supposing that a war broke 
out, and the value of money was raised 8 or 10 per cent., the shares would not 
sell at so much, or realize so much in value. He had taken the opinion of 
practical men upon the two plans, and one had been proposed which was quite 
the reverse of that which the directors and Mr. Price had recommended. 
As to the report of the directors, he (Mr. Gray) felt highly gratified with it. 
It stated that the scheme of amalgamation with the City of London Gas- 
light and Coke Company was still under the consideration of the Board of 
Trade. Now he wished to state there was one clause to which he had ob- 
jected as being obnoxious, and that was the one with regard to the compulsory 
sale of their works. He had said to the Board of Trade that their works 
were protected under an Act of Parliament; they had done nothing to de- 
serve such treatment as that proposed ; and if an Act was passed to es 
them of their property, another ought also to pass to dispossess the Marquis 
of Westminster of his. It was due to the Board of Trade to say that, in the 
interview he had with them, they assured him of their intention to do no 
mischief, their object being to legislate in such a way that whilst they pro- 
tected the interests of the public they would not be damaging those of the 
company. He was treated with the greatest courtesy, and he thought that 
the sooner their opinion was publicly known the better. Some arrangement 
he trusted would soon be made which would give permanence to the different 
companies, and do away with that frightful agitation which disgraced those 
who had promoted it, and who, in many instances, were men who had never 
embarked one shilling in gas property in their lives. He sincerely trusted 
that days of prosperity were in store for the company, and he adjured them 
to remember that if they had a few days of darkness beforehand, they must 
bear up manfully against it for the interests of all parties concerned. 

Mr. Yoou wished to ask one question. Under the Act of 1868 the directors 
had power to raise by shares £650,000; did they propose to reserve the power 
to issue £400,000 in addition to the £250,000 which they were then calling 
upon the proprietors to create? If they did not reserve that power at once 
they would not hereafter have the power of doing so. Any portion of stock 
issued afterwards would have to rank as second preference, the stock to be 
issued that day being first preference and guaranteed. Now their stock must 
be issued under the Companies Clauses Consolidation Act, and he thought it 
right to draw their attention to this fact, believing it to be one which ought 
to be embodied in the resolution, so that no question hereafter might arise 
respecting it. He only wished to have their path made clear. He confessed 
he had heard with regret the observations of Mr. Gray with regard to the 
new stock, because what that gentleman had said might have a prejudicial 
effect with respect to the 7000 shares which it was proposed to issue to the 
shareholders of the City of London Gaslight and Coke Company. He agreed in 
every word uttered by Mr. Price as to the future value of their undertaking, 
not so much in respect to their land being valuable for building purposes, as 
to the great advantages which that land would present for the manufacture of 
gas, and he felt satisfied that many companies would soon be glad to join 
them and take gas from their works. He believed the land could not be 


thought he had based his views, as to the interest on mortgages, upon an 
imperfect report of the decision which passed from the Vice-Chancellor; 


| indeed, he admitted that he had taken such a view, and he (Mr. Yool) trusted 


it would be found on the reference that the company was right and the 
official auditor wrong. 

Mr. Gray said he did not intend in the least by his observations to deter 
persons from taking the preference shares, On the contrary, he approved of 
the resolution, and should take the shares to which he was entitled. 

Mr. Yoou was glad to hear such a determination from the honourable 
proprietor. : 

The GovERNoR said he had not the least reason to doubt that, with re- 
ference to the mode of raising the shares, the directora had adopted the wisest 


course. They had taken a great number of opinions upon it, and had come 
to the conclusion that it would be far more beneficial to the company to raise 


the capital in the way they proposed than in any other manner. Of course, 
they were not compelled to raise the whole of the £250,000 until they actually 
required it. With regard to the raising of further capital, that, of course, 
would require another resolution. 

Mr. Yoon inquired if the £400,000 to be hereafter created would rank 
pari passu with the £250,000. 2 
. The GovERNOR said that it would be for the shareholders to decide that 

ereafter. . 

Mr. Price considered the option attached to the shares enhanced their 
value considerably. The capacity to supply gas, and the large amount of 
land which the company had, increased still more its value. 

The Governor said a remark had been made that persons would not be 
found to take shares in 5 per cent. preference stock. He had had large 
transactions in the shape of investments, and he could scarcely get any 
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| ‘beyond 4 per cent. He would rather invest in gas companies than in three- 
| fourths of the railways in the kingdom. 

The resolution was then adopted unanimously. q 

The Governor stated that, to give the shareholders some idea of the pro- 
gress of the works, he would read to them the weekly report made by the 
engineer to the directors that morning :— 

Gentlemen,—Since my last report the whole of the works are making steady 

rogress. 
P nks.—No, 1 tank has the brickwork 18 feet above foundations. No. 2 tank is 
being excavated for the side walls, but no brickwork has yet been laid. The puddling 
of cone of No. 3 is well in hand, andin No. 4 the cone is nearly completed, with 
puddle concrete and paving. 

Retort-Houses.—The chimneys of No, 4 house are completed, and the side walls 
are ready for receiving the roof. Four of the girders, I expect, will be delivered 
to-day. The chimneys of No. 2 house are up about 70 feet high, and the walls are 
well up. Nos. | and 3 retort-houses are up plinth high. 

Viaducts.—These are progressing rapidly, and will be finished in ample time. 

Pier.—This contract is proceeding now more rapidly, a large quantity of castings 
having arrived. 

River Wall.—This contract is now complete, and a clear front will be made as 
soon as the piles forming the coffer-dam are removed. 

Company's Private Road.—This contract is making steady progress, and there 
are now 3120 yards of 48-inch bored and turned pipes laid along its course. 

Pipe-Laying.—To this date there have been laid 9196 yards of 48-inch main and 
1800 yards of 36-inch main, giving a total of nearly 11,000 yards, 

Weill,—The pump fixed temporarily in the well, having been repaired, is again at 
work, and I hope by next report to be able to form an opinion as to the sinking of a 
new well for the supply of the works with water, 

The total number of men engaged on the works to this date is 1432. Of these 
120 are bricklayers, so that a large amount of brickwork is necessarily done daily. 

To this date the Staveley Iron Company have delivered 2000 tons of cast iron; 
the Park Gate Iron Company 700 tons of wrought iron ; and the Horsley Iron Com- 
pany 600 tons of wrought and cast iron for gasholders.—I remain, &c., 

Horseferry Road, Sept. 30, 1869. F. J. Evans. 


The GoveRNor observed that every person connected with the company 
was astonished at the progress which had been made in the works in so brief 
atime. The last cylinder for the pier was being sunk that very day. As to 
the castings, he never saw finer in his life. The 48-inch mains were parti- 
cularly fine. Should any of the shareholders wish to view the works, a 
steamer would be at their service on Thursday week (next Thursday), when 
it was proposed to take a trip down the river. 

A SHAREHOLDER inquired if all the land was freehold upon which the 
works were béing built. 

The Governor: Yes, every inch of it. 

Mr. Gray said that he never saw works in such a state of progress before, 
considering the short time that had elapsed since their commencement. Mr. 
Evans, their engineer, must have been unwearied in his exertions. 

The GoverNor: He certainly has been. 

Mr. Gray: And, in addition, you have got an admirable contractor. I 

have no doubt by the time stated the works will be finished. 

A SHAREHOLDER inquired how soon the directors intended to make a call 

after the new shares were issued. 

The GovERNOR said a deposit of £1 per share would be required by the lst 
Dr. 
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To Proprietors for paid-up capital— 
5000 preference shares, at £10 pershane . . 
5000 original shares, at £10 pershare . . . 
10,000 ordinary 7 per cent. shares, at 


. £50,000 0 0 
. 50,000 0 0 


HlOpershare. . .. . . £100,000 0 0 
Lessamountuncalled. . . .. 922 0 0 
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£7,127 12 10 


The Carman, in moving the adoption of the report, said: Gentlemen, 
you will permit me to make a few observations with reference to the tinancial 
Position of the company. You will have already seen that out of the profits 
of the last half year we have been enabled to provide the usual dividend of 
10 per cent. upon one portion of our capital, 7 per cent. upon another por- 
tion, and 6 per cent. upon the third portion of our capital; that in addition 
to that we have been enabled to carry out certain reforms with regard to the 
Writing off standing accounts, and that we are able to carry a small balance, 
as usual » to the credit of the next half year. In this review of our financial 
position, gentlemen, we are thinking of ourselves, and in thinking of our- 
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of December, and the calis would be subsequently made at intervals, accord- 
ing to the requirements of the company. 

r. GRAY said he should be sorry to see the proprietors leave the room 
without having passed a cordial vote of thanks to the governor and directors 
for the admirable manner in which they had performed their duties during 
the past half year. Whenever they were wrong in their policy he did not 
seruple to tell them of it, because he always considered it to be a great 
mistake to conceal a friend’s infirmities, and when they were deserving of 
praise he was the first to give it to them. He sincerely hoped that all their 
expectations as to the new works would be realized. 

he resolution having been seconded, and carried by acclamation, 

The Governor thanked the meeting for the honour, and said it was) 
always the wish of himself and the directors to do the best they could for the 
interests of the company. They spared neither pains nor trouble to give 
satisfaction. With reference to the new works, he might observe that the 
directors had gone down repeatedly to inspect them, and always returned 
well satisfied. They had every reason to believe that the contractor and all 
the officers who had the supervision of the works did their duty admirably. 
He had not the slightest hesitation in saying that, when the works were | 
completed, they would be the finest in the world; and he believed the 
company would eventually pay 10 per cent. 

The meeting then separated, 





CRYSTAL PALACE DISTRICT GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of this Company was held at | 
the City Terminus Hotel, Cannon Street, on the 30th ult,—ERasmus 
Wutson, Esq., F.R.S., in the chair. 

The following report was taken as read :— 

The directors have to report that the business and progress of the company have 
been satisfactory during the half year. 

The reports of the chemical adviser of the company, and of the medical officers 
of the parishes supplied by the y, on the purity and illuminating power of 
the gas, are satisfactory. 

The directors, in the interests of the pany, ider th lves warranted in 
continuing the principle, upon which they have steadily acted for some years past, 
of a gradual reduction in the price of gas to the consumer, and they have agreed to 
give notice of a reduction, to take place from and after the next Christmas quarter. 

To provide for the growing consumption in the district, the directors have entered 
into a contract for the construction of a tank to contain a gasholder of 110 feet 
diameter; the tank has been commenced, and is to be finished by February next ; 
and contracts will be made for the gasholder to be leted by the lst of August 
next, in good time for the winter season of 1870. 

‘Lhe balance-sheet for the half year to the 30th of June last, appended to this 
report, shows the financial position of the company. The profits for the half year 
are £6918 15s. 5d., which, together with £213 17s, 5d., the unappropriated profit of 
the preceding half year, makes the available balance £7127 12s. Out of this sum 
the directors recommend the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per 
annum on the preference capital, a dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum on 
the ordinary 7 per cent. a and a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum on the original capital, all free from income-tax. They also recommend that, 
out of the balance, the sum of £1023 10s. 4d. be written off works renewal suspense 
account, thus writing off the whole amount of that account and closing it for the 
present; and £179 5s. 3d. off maing renewal suspense account, leaving a balance of 
£207 2s. 6d. to be carried forward to the profit of the succeeding half year, 

















Year ending June 30, 1869. Cr. 

By Private rental, Lady Day quarter. . . £11,672 4 6 
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Balance to be carried tomextaccount. . .. 





selves we are providing for the best interests of all those with whom we are 
connected ; but we have not entirely forgotten that, bound to us in the bonds, 
not exactly of matrimony, but of unity, there is another body in whom we 
must feel as much interest as we do in any one—namely, our consumers; and 
you will see by one of the paragraphs of the report that we intend to carry 
out a principle which has been characteristic of this company, and which has 
for its object the endeavour to make the interests of the company equal with 
those of our consumers. I may say that whenever the shareholders have 
gained a point in their favour, we have not forgotten the consumers, but 
have endeavoured to carry a point in their favour also, The third paragraph 
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of the report states :—‘‘ The directors, in the interests of the company, con- 
sider themselves warranted in continuing the principle, upon which they 
have steadily acted for some years past, of a gradual reduction in the price of 
gas to the consumer, and they have agreed to give notice of a reduction, to 
take place from and after the next Christmas quarter.’ I need not say that 
that resolution, or rather that thought, was not come to without due con- 
sideration. We felt that, under our present circumstances, we should be 
able to afford a reduction, which must have been anticipated as likely to take 
place at some future period; at any rate, we thought we might be able to do 
so until the time should arrive when no further reduction could possibly take 
place, or in fact be necessary. So much, gentlemen, with regard to retro- 
spect; and now for our prospects. It is very satisfactory to us to feel that we 
are beginning to be under a pressure, on the part of our consumers, in respect 
of the demand which they are making upon us for a larger supply of gas, 
and that we are feeling the necessity of looking forward for the means of 
providing for any increase of consumption which may be demanded in our 
district. At the present moment there is in course of construction a tank 
which is intended to receive a gasholder of the usual size, and which, 
when completed, will place us in a position of being able, for some time 
at least, to supply efficiently all the demands which may be made 
upon us. The second paragraph of the directors report is a brief one, 


out some consideration, inasmuch as it exhibits the sincere desire on the 
part of the directors, and I am sure that that desire is entertained by the 
shareholders at large, that not only should the consumers receive all the gas 
they can possibly require, but that it should be of the first quality that 
can be produced. Those who are cognizant with the distillation or manu- 
facture of gas know there are certain things which influence it with regard 
to its quality, and, though gas may be properly manufactured and stored, it 
may not turn out according to anticipation. Sometimes the defects show 
themselves in the storeage, sometimes in the distribution, and at other 
times they may arise from circumstances over which we have no control— 
even from the state of the atmosphere itself; indeed, there are certain 
causes, meteorologically speaking, which at times influence and change the 
material, and alter the nature that gas possesses when it leaves our works. 
I will illustrate this by reference to one of the little impedimenta which 
occur in all gas-works—namely, the production of a crystalline substance, 
white in its colour, aromatic in its smell, and which goes by the name of 
naphthaline. By the variation of the atmosphere, in a single night, and 
throughout a large district, our pipes may be suddenly choked with naphtha- 
line, This is a substance which does not exist in the gas when it leaves our 
gasholders. Under the influence of atmospheric conditions, it may be sud- 
;| denly developed, probably from the lowering of the temperature; but, at all 
events, I mention this to remove some of the foolish objections which are 
made to the composition of gas by people who would be very sorry to be 
obliged to go back to the use of wax candles, or the old-fashioned dips. The 
magnificent sun-lights, that illumine their drawing-rooms, which present so 
great a means of enjoyment to themselves and their guests, and light up 
their smiles, are often objected to on olfactory grounds alone. I have known 
@ person even object to the smell of a rose, or the hyacinth’s delicate per- 
fume, and we must conclude, therefore, that people of that kind are labour- 
ing under some species of idiosyncrasy, which renders them more to be pitied 
than blamed. Gentlemen, I now ask you to receive the report and state- 
ment of accounts, which, doubtless, you have studied at your leisure, in your 
own rooms, or it may be in your own arbour, whilst quietly enjoying your 
cigar, and therefore the first resolution I have the pleasure to move is— 
“That the report of the directors and the balance-sheet confirmed by the 
auditors be received, adopted, and entered upon the minutes.” 

The Rev. G. Pocock said, after the explanations they had heard from the 
chairman, there would be no necessity for him to make any remarks in 
seconding the motion. They had every reason to believe that the business 
of the company had been faithfully transacted by those gentlemen who had 
undertaken the office of directors, and he thought the report, upon the whole, 
was a very favourable one. He therefore begged to second the motion of the 
chairman. 

Mr. LysLey congratulated the directors on having written off the whole 
amount of the works renewal, and hoped they would do the same, as soon as 
possible, with the mains renewal suspense account. Whilst giving the direc- 
tors full credit for their desire to oblige their customers by reducing the price 


looking at the face of the accounts. In reducing the price he thought they 
would hardly get sufficient to pay a dividend of 7 per cent.; he doubted, 
|| therefore, whether it would be good policy to reduce the price, especially as 
at present, compared with many of the London companies, it was as low, or 
considerably lower. A price of 4s, 6d. in an out-district was at least 10 per 
cent. lower than 4s. in the City. He was glad to find there was a growing 
consumption, but there did not appear to be any large increase—about £54 
only in the return, if they compared the accounts for the half year ending at 
|| Midsummer with those for the half year terminating at Christmas. The 
|| accounts, however, showed well, because they had got as much rental fora 
|| less amount of coal by £900; but then, unfortunately, there was a falling off 
of £600 in the products. What they gained by coal, therefore, they lost by pro- 
ducts. He would like to know the meaning of the entries, ‘Amount due from 
sundry persons, £1015,’’ and ‘‘ Public rental (Midsummer quarter), fittings, 
and arrears, £1516.’’ Public rental appeared to be £1270, and he considered 
there cught to be no arrears of public accounts at all. He had been con- 
nected with gas companies for 30 years, and never knew such arrears as 
those, as consumers in general paid ove quarter before the other was due. It 
was possible that a portion of the amount might be for fittings, but certainly, 
taking it as a whole, it was a large amount to remain uncollected. Perhaps 
the chairman would explain the two items he had referred to. 

The Derury-CHarrMan (Mr. Stephenson) said that, as the books of the 
company were not at the meeting, he could not satisfactorily explain the 
ey in question. The honourable proprietor should have every detail sent 

o him. 

Mr. Lys ey did not require that, and would only say that there ought not 
to be any such arrears in the accouats of a public body. 

The Depruty-CHAIRMAN would take care that all possible information was 
sent to the honourable proprietor. They did not anticipate the question, and 
were, therefore, not in a position to answer it. Mr. Lysley had said that the 


sequence. The fair way would have been to have compared the half year 
|| ending June, 1868, with that ending in June, 1869; and, if that was done, 
it would be found that the rental for the half year ending June, 1868, was 
£18,098, whilst in June, 1869, it was £20,363, or nearly £2300 increase in 
the half year. Taking the whole year ending June, 1868, it was £40,600, 
or an increase of very nearly £4000 over the same period previously. As 
regarded the new gasholder, all he could say was, that their engineer had 
advised them it was necessary, and they felt bound to act upon his advice. 
Then as to the reduction in the price, that would entail a sum of £500. He 








but it is one that ought not to be passed over by the shareholders with- | 





of their gas, he thought they were hardly warranted in doing so at present, | 


June half year compared with the December one showed no i gage of con- | 





must say that he was a very strong advocate for improvement, and a strenuous 
opponent to anything that would interfere with the amount of dividend to 
be paid to the shareholders; but the experience of gradually altering the 
price had always favourably answered their expectations. In looking forward 
to the future, he believed they would have to pay an increased price for their 
coals; yet, possibly, a reduction was judicious and proper. Mr. Lysley had 
said that their price was as low as the London price of 4s., but it must be re- 
membered that in January, 1870, that price would be lowered to 3s. 9d. 

A SHAREHOLDER: Sixteen-candle gas. 

The Deputy-CHAIRMAN said that would make the comparison worse, be- 
cause the Crystal Palace Company would be charging 4s. 6d. for 14-candle 
gas, unless they reduced it; therefore, in the interest of the shareholders, 
and in that of the consumers, it was desirable to keep as near to the London 

tice as they possibly could, consistently with the difference of the district. 
Tf they considered 4s, 6d. was a proper price, as ripe nog with 4s. in London, 
then, on the same ground, when a reduction took place in 1870, the price of 
their gas ought to be lower than at present. It was after taking these 
matters into consideration that the board had made a reduction, and, he be- 
lieved, judiciously. 

The Avuprror (Mr. Gray) said that though he could not carry the detail of 
every account in his mind, yet he thought there was no difficulty in answer- 
ing Mr. Lysley’s question with regard to the entry ‘‘Amount due from 
sundry persons.” He took it, as nearly as he could gather, that it related to 
products, such as breeze, tar, coke, and ammonia, which amounted to £1000. 
Then with regard to the item “ Public rental (Midsummer quarter), fittings 
and arrears,” if Mr. Lysley would compare that with the account above, he 
would see that the public rental was £1270. The item ‘‘ Public rental, 
Midsummer quarter, £1516,” could not have been collected, because it was 
not due, and in that was included fittings and some arrears. 

Mr. LysLEy was very sorry to see an item like that in the accounts, and 
was in hopes that some better answer would have been given to his questions. 
There ought not to be so much owing for coke as £800, and it would appear 
that 25 per cent. of the coke sold stood asa debt. He was connected with a 
company who did three times as much business, and their debts for coke, at 
Midsummer, did not amount to more than £70. 

A SHAREHOLDER said that a greater portion of the debt was due on the 
me rs that the accounts were closed, and consequently it could not be 
collected. 

Mr. Purvis said it necessarily stood as money due to the company. 

Mr. Gray: But coke is a ready-money transaction all the world over. It 
was monstrous for people to be allowed to owe for coke to that amount, and 
it ought certainly to be looked after. 

Mr. Grarron said he had an experience of upwards of halfa on. 
Mr. Lysley bad said it was monstrous to have such a large debt for coke. He 
did not quite agree with him in that; but he thought that as the works were 
near to ouies they ought to get rid of it much better than those companies 
did whose works were in the country. He happened to be a director of the 
Brighton Company, and there they found it difficult to get rid of their coke, 
and that was simply because of their situation. Sometimes they had to send 
it to London. However, with gas companies whose works were situated near 
to town the case was different, and large debts ought not to accrue. The 
presence of naphthaline, up to the last two or three years, had been a great 
evil to gas companies, and he should have been surprised to find that no 
complaints had been made respecting it. As to their works, he was satisfied 
they had been well done and in a short time. They were perfect in all 
respects, and the chemical arrangement excellent; and he was sure that by 
the next annual meeting the directors would be able to report that they had 
overcome their difficulties. The.question of leakage was a most important 
one, and he should like to know what it was at the works at the present time. 

The Deputy-CHarrMAN: We call it under 12 per cent. 

Mr. Grarron said that the leakage at Brighton was reduced to 7 per 
cent., and he would set that up as an example to follow. 

The CHAIRMAN could not but feel much obliged to the shareholders for | { 
the observations they had made, and especially to those gentlemen who 
were so well informed as to the management of gas-works. The ver' 
remarks which had fallen from their lips would show the difficulties which 
attended upon gas manufacture. It was quite true, however much it might 
be reasoned otherwise, that the company had a dificulty in the sale of their 
coke, for they could not get rid of it so expeditiously as they could desire. 
Certainly, there was a remedy by which they could get rid of it, and that// 
was by taking over the South Metropolitan Company. With regard to 
naphthaline, he only referred to it as an exceptional circumstance. At 
present they had no naphthaline, and he trusted they would never be 
troubled with it again, as arrangements had been made by which they|/ 
hoped to get rid of it forever. He merely mentioned it to show one of the 
difficulties with which they had had to deal. The question of leakage was aj‘ 
very difficult one, and if they could so unite their pipes as to prevent it, they || 
would be delighted. , 

‘The resolution was then adopted unanimously. 

Mr. GLAISHER said, with respect to naphtualine, he thought that the 
hopes of the chairman would not be quite so soon realized. Naphthaline 
would teaze them as long as cold weather came suddenly upon them, and 
reached down to the pipes. At Greenwich, where it was highly important 
he should have no variation in the pressure or illuminating power, he was 
obliged every week throughout the winter to wash out the pipes with water, 
and so he got rid of naphthaline. The pipes were partly exposed and partly 
under the ground, and so long as the cold could reach them, naphthaline 
would be formed. If they could have gas-pipes in a good circuit they could 
drive it away; but if there was a cul de sac, or a stoppage, there they would || 
have naphthaline no doubt, and their pipes would be stopped completely. 
He did not believe that, while they had such sudden changes of temperature, 
they would quite get rid of the difficulty. Now that these facts were ex- 
ne me he trusted the public would be a little more tolerant than they were, 

n the summer he had his pipes washed out once a month; in the autumn, 
once a fortnight; and in the winter, once a week; and co got rid of the nui- 
sance. He concluded by moving—* That a dividend at the rate of 6 per 
cent. per annum on the preference capital, a dividend at the rate of 7 per|} 
cent. per annum on the ordinary 7 per cent. capital, and a dividend at the 
rate of 10 per cent. per annum on the original capital, all free from income~- 
tax, be now declared, and be made payable forthwith; and that the following 
amounts be written off—namely, ‘ Works renewal account,’ to be written off 
absolutely, £1023 10s. 4d.; and off ‘Mains renewal account,’ £179 5s. 3d., 
making the sum to be written off £1202 15s. 7d.” 

Mr. Histor seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hypz moved—“ That the thanks of this meeting be given to the 
apa for their able management of the affairs of the company for the past 

alf year.” 

Mr. Morrison seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. . 

The Depury-CuatgMan (Mr. Stephenson) said he returned thanks with 
more than ordinary pleasure for the handsome tribute the meeting had ac- 
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corded to the directors. He could assure the company that when the directors 
were legislating for themselves, they were doing so for all parties as well. 
When he told them that the chairman held very nearly one-fifth of the 
capital, and that one of the directors—not himself—a tenth, he thought tie 
proprietors would see that what the directors did for themselves they did for 
them at the same time. He again thanked the meeting for this renewed 
mark of their confidence. 

Mr, Wivu14Ms then moved, and Mr. HADLAND seconded, a vote of thanks 
to the auditors aud officers of the company for the efficient discharge of their 
duties, which was agreed to and acknowledged by Mr. Gray. 

A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings. 





SHEPPY GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of Shareholders was held on 
Tuesday, the 28th ult., at the Britannia Inn, Mile Town, Sheerness— 
CHARLES ALLEN, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secretary read the following report of the directors for the first half 
of the year 1869 :— 

Beyond again congratulating the shareholders on the very favourable position of 
the company’s affairs, demonstrated by the accompanying. accounts, the directors 
have little to report, as the operations of the company during the half year have 
simply followed the ordinary routine. A complete set of photometrical apparatus, 
with the latest improvements, has been provided at the works for accurately testing 
the illuminating power of the gas manufactured. The whole of the plant has been 
maintained in a state of thorough efficiency, and the trade account, herewith pre- 
sented, proves the economical working of the company’s business. The directors 
jadvise the declaration of dividends at the usual rates out of the profits of the half- 
| year’s trading, that is to say:—A dividend after the rate of 2s. per share, for the 
jhalf year, upon the 4 per cent. preference shares ; a dividend after the rate of 10 per 
jcent. per annum, or 5s. per share, for the half year, upon the ordinary shares, and 
|3s. per share on the A shares; such dividends to be all payable on or after the Ist 
day of November next, by dividend warrants, to be forwarded to each shareholder. 

| Dr. Trade Account, for the First Half of the Year 1869. Cr. 
|To Coals carbonized . -£1,005 10 9 By Gas-rental, meter and fit- 
| Purllying .... =. 15 8 6 tingshire . . . .£2,732 
|; Wages on manufacture Less discount allowed— 
| and distribution . . 327 14 6d. per 1000 feet 
| 

| 





143 
Manager’s salary. . . 5 0 
Auditor’sditto ... 10 
Secretary’s commission . 5 0 
Directorsfees. . . p 
Rent, rates, taxes, &c. . 
Stationery, stamps, and 
incidentals . . .. 
Repairs, renewals, tools, 
andstores .... 
Retort account... 
Bad and questionable 
EE eee 
Deterioration account 
Coalsforsale. ... 
Gas-fittings and labour 
themeom . ww ltt 
Repair of river wall . 
Interestonloans. .. 
Profit on the half year’s 
working. . ... 


£2,589 
Coke and tar produced. 441 
Coals sold at works . . 38 
Water ditto ditto . 
Gas-fittings sold. . . 2: 
Transfer fees . ° 
Miscellaneous . 


960 


$3,108 9 3 £3,108 3 

The CHAIRMAN, having congratulated the shareholders on the favourable 
| position of the company, moved—*‘ That the report read, and the accounts 
| which are taken as read, be received and adopted.” 

Mr. R. G. TopHuNTER seconded the proposition, and it was carried 

nem. con. 

On the motion of Mr. J. Coiz, seconded by Mr. J. T. FRencu, it was 
junanimously resolved—* That dividends at the rate of 2s. per share on the 4 
|per cent. preference shares, and 5s. per share on the ordinary shares, or 10 
|per cent. per annum, with 3s, per share on the A shares, being the same 
— be declared out of the profits of the half year ending the 30th of June 

ast. 

Mr. G. Extiort, in accordance with notice given in due form, moved— 
|** That the resolution of the last general meeting for the payment, on behalf 
jof the company, of £5 5s. as a subscription to the funds of St. Bartholomew’s 
| Hospital, Chatham, be rescinded.” He contended that this payment was an 
jirregular one, both on legal and other grounds; but the whole of the share- 
|holders present favoured its continuation, on the ground that the workmen 
|of the company had, in several cases, received benefits from the institution, 
|and from the nature of their employ were subject to accidents. 
berg was no seconder to this motion, which accordingly fell to the 
|ground, 
| Votes of thanks were unanimously passed to the directors for their services, 
- the =— (Mr. A. W. Marks), and the resident manager (Mr. W. T. 

arpenter). 
A vote of thanks to the chairman of the meeting concluded the business. 





SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company 
was held at the London Tavern, on Monday, Oct. 4—T. B. Smipson, Esq., 
in the chair. 
The Secretary (Mr. Livesey) having read the advertisement convening 
the meeting, and the minutes of the last meeting, the following report of 
tke directors was presented :— 


The directors, in their report to the proprietors at the last half-yearly meeting, 
stated that they intended to erect some additional apparatus for purifying, and that 
| it would be necessary to enlarge and extend the mains in several places in the dis- 
jtricts; they have now the pleasure to report that the extension of mains has been 
jcompleted, and the new purifiers will be ready for working in a few days. With 
| these improvements the directors consider the works are of sufficient capacity to 

meet any demand which may be made during the coming winter. 

The business of the company continues to progress satisfactorily, the rental for 
gas for the half year being in excess of the corresponding period of 1868 upwards of 
£4000; and the amount received for products, considering the falling off in value of 
beth coke and breeze, has been very fair. 

| In accordance with the company’s Act of this year, which came into operation on 
(the Ist inst., the Board of Trade have appointed Dr. Henry Letheby as chief ex- 
| miner, Mr. C. H. Parkes as auditor, and Messrs. R. H. Patterson, Ff. J. Evans, and 
; John T. Pierce as gas referees. 
The rental for gas and the receipt for products, &c., for the half year to the 30th 
of June last, amount to £56,578 7s. 2d., and the expenditure to £39,642 13s. 9d., 
gcd a balance of £16,935 13s. 5d. to be appropriated for the usual dividend. 
This amount of profit, it will be observed, is in excess of the amount required for 
the dividend, and although such excess arises, in some measure, from exceptional 
| circumstances connected with this half year, there is no dou dt that in the current 
|half year there will be a proportionate surplus. 
| By the recent Act of Parli t the pany are allowed to charge 3s. 6d. per 
1000 cubic feet, but considering the profit is more than is required for the payment 
of the authorized dividend, and looking to the present prosperity of the undertaking, 











with the periodical increase in the business, the directors think they would not be 
acting in good faith towards the public, and in the spirit of their Act, in continuing 
the present charge ; and therefore, with a due regard tothe interest of the con- 
sumers, and at the same time fair consideration for the just claims of the proprietors, 
they have decided to reduce the price to 3s. 2d. from the 30th ult. . 

Agreeably to the authority given them at the special meeting of proprietors on the 
14th of August last, the directors, immediately after the meeting, issued the new 
shares and made a call of 20s. per share, since which such call has all been paid 
with the exception of £377. : 

In conclusion, the directors have to announce, with much regret, that their 
esteemed colleague, Benjamin Edgington, Esq., after a comparatively short illness, 
died on the 29th of August last, and consequently it will be necessary, at the close 
of the proceedings to-day, to elect a director in his place. _ : . 

Captain Thomas Brydges Heathorn, R.A., son of a late director, being qualified, 
has given the required notice of his intention to offer himself for election. 


The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, in moving the adoption of the report, I will 
just call your attention to the proposed reduction in the price of gas to 
which we have referred. We have already stated to you that our concern 
isin a prosperous condition; it is an assurance I have frequently given 
you, and the best proof of its correctness is to be found in the fact that we 
are in a position to lower the price of gas, although by our recent Act of 
Parliament we are entitled to charge 3s. 6d. per 1000. Indeed, we have no 
alternative but to do so, as our profits allow of our doing it, and the public 
are, by the Act of Parliament, entitled to the advantage which grows out 
of our success. I believe it is prudent and wise to make the redaction, 
and that we shall meet with the good opinion of our proprietors and the 
public in the course that we have adopted. The next matter to which I 
have to refer is the loss we have sustained in the death of our old friend, 
Mr. Edgington. He was a gentleman personally well known to many of 
the proprietors, and, as a public man, he was universally esteemed and || 
respected. He was a generous, kind-hearted man, and foremost in all acts | | 
of benevolence and charity. I never knew him, on any occasion, to be 
backward in the cause of saffering humanity; he was a large-hearted and 
amiable man, and a most estimabie friend. All who knew him will miss 
him, and in his own family, to whom he was endeared and reverenced, his 
loss is irreparable. In consequence of his death, it will be necessary for 
you to elect some proprietor to the vacant seat at the board. We have 
had three candidates before us, all men of reputation, either of whom 
would have made a most excellent director, but on this occasion two of 
them, Messrs. Maughan and Paul, have retired in favour of the third, | | 
Captain Heathorn; and we shall, therefore, ask you to give your votes in 
his favour, as the only candidate before you. I hardly know, gentlemen, 
that I have any other matter to mention to you, as we have embodied in 
our report all the information we had tocommunicate. Our basiness is 
going on prosperously, and we hope entirely to your satisfaction. I am 
convinced that if you will only pay a visit to the works you will find every- 
thing in the most perfect order. Again congratulating you on the state of 
the company’s affairs, I have much pleasure in moving—‘ That the report 
be received and entered on the minutes.” 

Mr. Gray: In seconding the motion, the only remark I have to make is 
to compliment the directors and the proprietors at large on the prosperous 
state of the company’s affairs. There cannot be the shadow of a doubt that 
those affairs are conducted with the greatest economy, and with a great 
deal of skill, There is one advantage which you enjoy over every other 
company in the metropolis, and that is an advantage arising from locality, 
the effect of which is that you are able to supply gas cheaper than the 
companies by whom you are surrounded. I almost lament the necessity 
which you are under to reduce the price of gas, for it must be perfectly 
evident to every one present that a reduction in the price of gas on the 
south side of London must lead to an agitation for a reduction of price by 
other companies which are not so well situated as you are. That, however, 
is a circumstance over which the directors have no control, and unques- 
tionably they are perfectly right in giving every benefit to the public to 
which, when the shareholders have received their dividend, they are en- 
titled. I know that this policy has marked their conduct hitherto, and I 
sincerely trust that, having made this further reduction of price to the 
consumers, they may still be able to maintain the same rate of dividend 
they are now paying to the shareholders. That remains to be proved. I 
do not apprehend, however, that the agitation will be put a stop to by this 
or any other act of concession on the part of the gas companies, because 
those by whom that agitation is kept up, although not particularly successful | 
in the management of their own undertakings, are conceited enough to| 
fancy that they can manage our affairs with more skill and with better 
results than we do ourselves. I have no hesitation in saying, notwith- 
standing the manner in which the gas companies have been abused, that 
there is no body of men in the kingdom engaged in commercial pursuits | | 
who are animated by a more honourable spirit or a more earnest desire to | | 
fulfil all the obligations imposed upon them. We have always challenged 
examination of our conduct and proceedings, but we have only met with 
abuse; there has never been any confirmation of the charge brought against 
us, and I say it is scandalous, the language which from time to time has 
been used in speaking of us. I hope the day is not far distant when a 
different line of conduct will be pursued towards us, and when it will be 
generally acknowledged that our affairs have been conducted with a due 
regard to the interests of the public. It has been my fortune lately to have 
a good deal of communication with the Board of Trade, for amongat other 
projects submitted to them was one peremptorily cailing upon the company 
which I represent to give up their works and discontinue the manufacture 
of gas there, the corporation no doubt contemplating that, when they had 
reduced the value of our property, they would be able to acquire it upoa easy 
terms. Happily for my company, through the representations I have been 
able to make to the Board of Trade, they have withdrawn that proposition, 
and have left it to our discretion as to when we shall discontinue our works 
in the City. It is due to that member of the Government with whom I came 
in contact to say that no gentleman could have received memore kindly. He 
gave me every opportunity to go into the matter from the earliest formation 
of our company, and expressed himself much obliged for the information 
with which I furnished him. I said: “ The gas company have no other 
desire than to meet the public requirements, so that they be but right and 
reasonable. If our property is required for public improvements, we have 
no desire to stand in the way; only let us be properly compensated, and do 
not let public improvements be carried out at our cost.” Gentlemen, I 
believe that is the proper mode of proceeding, and one which you will all 
endoise. See what they are doing in Sheffield. The corporation of that 
town are anxious to buy the works of the company, and they have ar- 
ranged a plan by which the shareholders shall receive 10 per cent. We ask 
no more than that. Let the corporation give us 10 per cent. for our works, 
they shall have them to-morrow, and I shall be obliged to them. As far as 
the South Metropolitan Company are concerned, everything seems pros- 
perous, and I trust the present state of things will continue. I sincerely 
regret the loss we have sustained by the death of Mr. Edgington. I believe 
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thata man of greater integrity and of more exemplary kindness to his 
fellow-creatures never existed, and I can well imagine that the directors 
feel his removal very 7 The chairman has paid a well-merited tri- 
bute to his memory, and I will trespass no farther on your time than to 
say that in every word which he uttered respecting our departed friend I 
most heartily concur. With regard to the conduct of parliamentary busi- 
ness, I am giad to find that there is to be some little reformation in the 
proceedings of committees, and that in future private bills will be referred 


Dr. 


To Gas-rental— 
March 25 . 
June 24 


£29,124 3 9 
16,464 10 1 

£45,588 13 10 

10,177 10 0 

812 3 4 


Residual! products 
Miscellaneous receipts . 


£56,578 7 2 


BALANCE-SHEET, Ha 
. $20,000 0 
. 250,000 
20,822 
4,890 
623 
7,951 
911 

102 

2 


Dr. 


To Reserve-fund . 
Capital . .. 9 
Revenue account . 
Sundry creditors. . 
Property-tax account 
Revenue-fund. . .. . 
Payment in advance for gas 
Dividend account. . .. . 
Payment in advance for coke . 


RNID ANROSO 


= 
OAM wrnowoes 


£305,303 3 0 


On the motion of the CuarrMAN, the accounts were received, and ordered 
to be entered on the minutes. 

The CHarrMAN moved—* That a dividend of 5 
ending the 30th of June Jast be now declared, an 
8th inst.” 

The motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Captain Hennrne moved—* That Captain Heathorn be appointed to fill 
the yacancy at the board caused by the death of Mr. Edgington.” He was 
quite satisfied that Captain Heathorn, whose family had been connected 
with the undertaking from its first establishment, would fill the position 
with credit to himself and with advantage to the company. 

Mr. Gray seconded the nomination, and said it had been his intention to 
oe Mr. Paul for the vacant office, believing him to be in every way 
well qualified for the performance of its duties, and on the occasion of 
another vacancy, which he hoped would be many years hence, he should 
take the opportunity of doing so. 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

Captain Hearuorn said: Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen, I thank you very 
much for the honour you have conferred on me in electing me to fill the 


7 cent. for the half year 
be made payable on the 


WORKING ACCOUNT, Half Year to June 30, 1869. 


to a joint committee, composed of members of both Houses, instead of 
having to go before two distinct committees, by which the expenses of the 
parties have hitherto been doubled. I congratulate myself and gas compa- 
nies generally that in fature, whenever we haye to go to Parliament for 
justice, we shall not have to seek it at such a ruinous price as heretofore. 
ith these remarks, I have much pleasure in seconding the motion. 
The resolution was put, and carried unanimously. 
The Secrerary read the following statements of account: — 
Cr. 
£650 0 
1,906 18 
1,602 
1,167 
6,578 
1,781 
343 


By Directors and auditors . . . » « 
Salaries and commissions . 
Rentandtaxes ..... 
Stationery and general charges 
i. 2a 

Repair and maintenance 

Purifying . .. . 
Coalscarbonized. . . . 
Mains repaired and relaid . 
Service-pipes ditto ditto 
Meters restored .° 
Distribution . . . . « 
Bad debts and allowances . 
Balance. 


~ 
coo 


oe 
tobe 


— 
DI AWAKE STACI ROWUAS 


50 
16,935 
£56,578 


lf Year to June 30, 1869. 
By Works account 
Freehold 


. £207,457 12 
35,505 


Amount due to the company for— 
GM « 2 sw ee 8 . 
Products . 


Sundries , 
Interest 


Stock— 
Coals . . 
Products . 
Mains. .. 
Service-pipes. 
Meters 


. £17,871 
597 
127 
315 


Cash— 
Atbankers . . . 6 e's «© « 
In hand for freight and petty cash . 


Consols .° . 
Ditto, 


£305,303 3 0 


occasion. I am sorry that I did not receive so many as I expected; but || 
then I was very late in the field, as I did not know of the death of Mr. 
Edgington until twelve days after it occurred. I do not in the least desire 
to disparage Mr. Paul, but I rest my claim to the support of the pro- 
prietors on the fact of my large and varied experience in the direction of 
gas companies. Before | came to reside in London, about six years ago, I 
had seats on four different boards of gas companies in the country, from 
three of which I have, on account of distance, retired; and since I have 
been here I have been invited on the direction of the Great Central Gas 
Company and of the Brighton and Hove Gas Company. For the last 23 
or 24 years gas shares have been my favourite investments, and I have 
thus been led to give a great deal of attention to all questions connected 
with the manufacture of gas. With these qualifications, and holding a 
large stake in this company, I do not think I shall be guilty of presumption 
in putting forward my claim for a seat at the board, as I shall do on the 
next occasion of a vacancy. 

Mr. Gray: My friend, Mr. Maughan, has been elected to an important 
office, in being made a director of the Great Central Gas Company, and I 
am sure he will have as much as he can do if he succeeds in putting that 





vacant seat on the direction of this company. Feeling that this has, ina 
great measure, come about by your respect for my father, for many years one 
of your directors, I trust that I may be a successful follower of his useful 
career. I hope that the management of this business, hitherto so skilfully 
conducted, may not suffer from your choice; but that, on the contrary, [ 
also may be useful in promoting your interests. I take my seat in the 
happy moment when peace has succeeded agitation; but these moments 
nee 4 not last for ever, the “ pushing” will always attack the prosperous, 
and when those thirsting for notoriety b!azon the word “ public” on their 
banner, they are always sure of some hearing, however erroneous their 
views may be. My care will always be the protection of your interests 
conjointly with those of that branch of the public to whom Government 
has appointed us to supply gas, and I feel sure that my cordial co-operation 
with the rest of the members of the board will, as hitherto, lead to 
prosperity. 

On the motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Captain Henntna, a vote of 
thanks was given to the directors for their able management of the eom- 
pany’s affairs, 

The CHarrMAN, in acknowledging the vote, said the directors, to the 
best of their ability, endeavoured to perform their duty, and they were 
gratified in knowing that their conduct had secured the confidence and ap- 
— of the proprietors. He could not help agreeing in much that had 

n said by Mr. Gray, with regard to the trials to which the gas companies 
had been subject. Hs could hardly call it a public opposition, because in 
reality it originated with, and was sustained by, some half-dozen agitators. 
For himself, he did not believe a more honourable body of men existed in 
England than those who had the management of the gas companies of the 
metropolis, and that none were more desirous than they were of faithfully 
discharging their duties towards the public. 

Captain HENNtING proposed a vote of thanks to their excellent secretary, 
Mr. Livesey, to whose exertions he believed the present prosperity of the 
company was largely owing. 

Mr. Mavenan: I have much pleasure in seconding the resolution, for I 
am deeply sensible of the value of Mr. Livesey’s services, not only with 
reference to the general undertaking, but especially with reference to the 
proceedings connected with our bill in Parliament last session. His views 
in connexion with that matter I believe were extremely judicious, and he 
was very successful in carrying them out. I think we were remarkably 
fortunate in obtaining our Act, and I trust that the effect will be to pre- 
serve that state of prosperity to which we have attained. I venture to 


company right. I do not wish to say one word in disparagement of the 
company; but this I will say, that no one can have taken so prominent a 
part in gas matters as I have done, without being aware that the present 
state of gas property in the metropolis is in a great part due to the manner 
in which the Great Central Company made their statements in the House 
of Commons, I need not remind you, that at the time they obtained their 
Act, I stated to Mr. Cardwell that they could never do what they undertook 
todo. My prophecy was very soon realized, and not long afterwards Mr. 
Pearson proposed that they should go to Parliament for an advance of 
price. But the mischief was then done, and the shares of the companies 
had been greatly reduced in value. I venture to think my friend has plenty 
to do at present, and when he has succeeded in the discharge of his duties 
in connexion with that company, then will be the time for him to offer 
himself for another directorship. I do not like gentlemen to be connected 
with two or three companies, because I feel that it is quite possible those 
companies may be brought into antagonism, and then it is difficult to pre- 
serve an impartial judgment. Ido not believe my worthy friend would 
desire to be placed in such a position, and if he found it was inevitable, I 
am sure he would retire from the one direction or the other. All I can say 
is, that when the Great Central Company,of which he is a director, are 
in a position to resume payment of 10 per cent., I for one shall be very 
happy to receive any proposition from my friend, Mr. Maughan. 

The vote of thanks to the secretary was very cordially agreed to. 

The Secretary: I have to thank you, gentlemen, very sincerely for the 
vote you have passed in my favour. I assure you I highly appreciate the 
kind way in which my name is so frequently mentioned at these meetings, 
and I hope I shall always deserve these expressions of your confidence. 





Atarmine Exptosion or Gas.—On Tuesday, Sept. 28, about half-past 
ten o’clock in the morning, a serious explosion of gas took place at the pho- 
tographing rooms of Mr. Disderi, which are situated above the medimval 
metal-works of Messrs. Hart and Son, Brook Street, Hanover Square. It 
appears that the meter attached to these premises was out of order, and two 
men, named Harris and Bristowe, were employed to repair it. The latter, in 
using a blowpipe, ignited the gas within the meter, and it instantly exploded. 
Bristowe was struck in the chest and face by it, and is very dangerously, if 
not fatally, injured. He was conveyed to St. Mary’s Hospital. Harris was 
knocked down, and received a compound fracture of the thigh. The injuries 
of Bristowe are considered to be very dangerous, in consequence of their 





take this opportunity of tendering my thanks to the shareholders present 


being all internal. No other persons were injured, but considerable damage 
was done to property. 








and absent who did me the honour to send me their proxies on a recent 
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COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was 
held at the London Tavern, on Friday, Oct. 1—Cuarzs SaLispury ButiEr, 
Esq., in the chair, 

The notice convening the meeting having been read, the seal of the com- 
pany was affixed to the register of shareholders, and the following report and 

tatement of ts were presented :— 

The directors report that during the half year ending the 30th of June last, a net 





STATEMENT UF ACCOUNTS, 


Showing the Actual State and Condition of the Concerns of the Commercial Gas Company, for the Six Months ending the 30th day of June, 1869. 
I, Caprrat.—State of the Account at the End of the above Six Months. 


profit has been realized amounting to £24,353 15s. 3d., and they recommend that a 
dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year (less income-tax) be declared. 

The directors have elected, under the provisions of the company’s Act of Incor- 
poration, Griffith Thomas, Esq., one of the oldest proprietors of the company, to be 
a director. 

The directors regret to report that A. E. Dickeson, one of the collectors, has ab- 
sconded taking with him moneys of the company amounting to £1354 Ils. 7d. Pro- 
ceedings have been taken to recover the amount from his sureties, and it is hoped 
that the defalcation will thereby be much diminished. 





Statute, or Authority, under which raised. Number of Shares. 














Shares. 2 1 6 + © © © © © © © «© oo oc «ofh?,486-2/5ths-1/10th-1/20th 
3-4/5ths-1/10th 
CommenrciaL Gas Act, 
15 & 16 Vicrorra, cap. 155. 17,490-2/5ths 1/20th 











Amount per Share. | Paid up per Share. Total Paid up. Total Capital. 
£25 0 0 £25 0 0 £437,163 15 0 
Various. 66 10 0 

£437,230 5 0 

















RECEIPT. 





Sale of gas— 
At4s.per1000feet. . . . . £57,548 2 3 
Publiclighting andcontracts . . 7,641 7 10 
—————— 65,184 10 1 
Sale of residual products— 
MPs 4+ 6s ees o > S49 
Breese. . . © © « ° 28417 8 
oe oe . 1,188 9 5 
Ammoniacalliquid, . . ... 668 19 9 
— 11,580 14 0 
Miscellaneousreceipts . . « «© « © © © © «© « 228 93 10 


II. Revenve.—<Account during the above Siz Months. 





£76,993 13 11 


Required for dividend, . . . . « 


Balance to be invested in reserve-fund 


The CuarrMAN said: It is gratifying to me to observe so large a meeting 
of proprietors; it is not usual in the month of October to find this large room 
crowded as it is on the present ; it evidences the interest you feel in 
the company, and I am glad of it, for sure I am that companies get on better 
where proprietors take a personal interest; and, however great the confidence 
of shareholders in their directors may be, it seems to be really necessary in 
these days that proprietors in public companies should give some attention to 
their own affairs, Well, oun, lam happy in meeting you at this our 
half-yearly meeting under circumstances of a cheerful character. In the first 
lace we have passed six months of comparative quiet. The persecution— 
or I can call it by no other name—to which the metropolitan gas companies 
have annually been subjected, and the expenditure into which in their own 
defence they were forced, could have no other effect than to retard that 
general reduction in the price of gas to the consumer which all who know 
anything of gas operations are well aware the companies are anxious to bring 
about at the earliest moment. No doubt the able statesman at the head of 
the department for trade saw this, and hence his conclusion that it was unfair 
to harass the gas companies. Parliament has by its authority created many 
millions of gas capital ; it has also created just rights and legitimate vested 
interests ; and, until it can be shown that there has been any breach of faith 
on the part of the gas companies, I think you may feel tolerably certain that 
your property is not likely to be wrested from you without, at all events, 
ample compensation to the proprietors, and a full assurance to the public 
that those who succeed us in the manufacture of gas can do better for the 
public ‘han we are prepared todo. Iam gratified in being able to assure 
yout :. we give entire satisfaction to our consumers. We have no com- 
plaints; the quality of the article we vend is good; no objection has been 
raised to our price, and the illuminating power is above the parliamentary 
standard ; but, at the same time, we know full well that we live in days of 
progress, and it is therefore necessary that we should be alive to the importance 
of being able to supply the best article at the lowest remunerative price; and, 
gentlemen, I may truthfully assure you that the attention, as well of the engi- 
neer as of my colleagues and of myself, is constantly directed to this important 
matter, and if this be so—if some of your present directors have been working 
in your service as gas manufacturers between 30 and 40 years—in the olden 
times, too, when gas operations were far from profitable—I think I may fairly 
claim for my colleagues that they possess a practical as well as a theoretical 
knowledge of gas manufacture, and that they are as able and as willing to 
make and supply good and cheap gas as any board or municipality in the 
kingdom, the Board of Works for this great metropolis and the corporation 
of London not excluded. You will find, on comparing the present with 
former accounts, that it bears very favourable comparison. Our excellent 
engineer has effected a considerable saving in the quantity of coals used for 
carbonizing, notwithstanding an increase inthe rental of the company. The 
report which I hold in my hand tells you that during the half year ending 
the 30th of June last we realized a net profit amounting to £24,353, and it 
goes on to recommend you to declare a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half 
year. Gentlemen, I conscientiously believe that this dividend has been fairly 
earned, and I have no hesitation in joining my colleagues in their recom- 
mendation. We also tell you that we have elected, under the company’s 
Act of Incorporation, Griffith Thomas, Esq., one of the oldest proprietors of 
the company, to be a director. In making this appointment of the company’s 
old friend and legal adviser to a seat in the direction, I feel sure that I ex- 
pe the general feeling of the proprietors that we have done a good thing. 
ose among you who have watched the career of our friend, Mr. Thomas, 








Balance of shareholders profitas above ... . 





Reserve-fund, £13,315 10s. 1ld.; invested in £14,846 17s. 1d. Consols. 
We have examined the above accounts, and certify them to be correct. 








| attention. With reference to our working operations, I may inform you 


EXPENDITURE, 
Management— 

Directorsallowances . . . . £750 0 0 
Salaries of secretary and clerks . 1,435 12 8 
Collectors commission and pay . 849 3 3 
Rent, rates, and taxes of offices . 50 0 0 

Stationery, printing, and general 
rar 1,119 17 7 
Paymenttoauditors . .. . 75 0 0 





#427913 6 =|} 
Manufacture of gas— wa 


Coals, includingcarriage, dues, &c. £31,067 14 1 
Purifying materials . .. . 72010 3 
Supervisionandlabour . . . 10,370 4 2 
Tools and otherimplements. . . 181 13 5 
Ordinary repair and maintenance of 

EE ne. sk) (dee Rn a Oe 1,771 13 3 
Rents, rates, and taxes of manufac- 

a sk = bs eo wes ae 1,802 4 9 








45,913 19 11 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &c.— 


Ordinary repairand maintenance. . . .. . 1,360 3 2 
Meters— 

Restoring and replacing . . 1,031 18 1 
Law and parliamentary charges 544 (0 
Balance for shareholders profit . 24,353 15 3 


£76,993 13 11 
£21,353 15 3 
. 21,861 10 3 


. £2,492 5 0 


Cuarres Satrssvry Burien, Chairman. 
Grorce Jaques, Secretary. 


in connexion with this company, will be of opinion that we have exercised a 
wise discretion in securing his services, ore than 30 years have passed 
since I called upon our friend, with our excellent deputy-chairman, Mr. 
Wilson, to offer him the solicitorship of the company—for in those times, no 
less than in the present, honest lawyers were needed—and well do I remember 
the disinterested advice he gave us. He has been intimately associated with 
us in all our movements since that period; we have had his able assistance 
through many difficulties and hair-breadth ’scapes, some of them of a very 
extraordinary, I had almost said of a romantic character. His last work is 
his retirement from the honourable post which he has so long and so ably 
filled, and his acceptance of a seat at the board. I need not ask you cor- 
dially to unite with me in the wish that he may be spared to co-operate with 
us in your service for many years tocome. The concluding paragraph in 
the report is, I regret to say, of an unpleasant character. We intimate to 
you that one of our collectors, A. E. Dickeson, has absconded, taking with 
him moneys of the company amounting to £1354 11s.7d. Proceedings have 
been taken to recover the amount from his sureties, and we hope the defal- 
cation will thereby be considerably diminished. As legal proceedings are 
now pending, the matter being, as lawyers say, sub judice, I believe it will 
be prudent not to enter upon any discussion at present. I will only add this 
one remark, that your interest in the matter will receive onr thoughtful 


that the capital account, exclusive of the amount applied to trade, stood, 
on the 30th of June last, at £400,313 13s. 3d., it shows a difference in 
the six months of £169 lds. 1d. The alteration in the figures 
occurs in the items of mains, services, and meters. Our expenditure for 
coal for the half year ending June, 1869, was £31,067. The cost for the 
corresponding period of the year 1868 was £34,095, evidencing, as I have 
mentioned, a considerable reduction. I need not say that this important 
result could only have been arrived at by the constant attention, the 
thoughtful care, and the excellent arrangements of our friend the engineer ; 
and it is due to Mr. Jones that I should tell you that this is the unanimous 
feeling of your directors. The sale price of our residual products bas ruled 
lower ; indeed, the average price of coke has been lower than at any period 
of the company’s existence, and, as compared with the corresponding six 
months of the last year, we lose under this head £889. Our rental, which 
yielded us for the half year ending June, 1868, £64,849, for the past half 
year stands at £65,184. ‘The last item I shall trouble you with is one about 
which our old and valued friend, Mr. Rhodes, very properly takes con- 
siderable interest—it is that of the unaccounted-for gas, I am happy to be 
able to tell him that it stands at 11°9 per cent. I have now briedly passed 
in review the different items connected with our manufacture, and in again 
bearing my testimony to the valuable services of our engineer, on whose work- 
ing our dividend mainly depends, I should not be doing justice to our 
officers, from the secretary downwards, if I did not report to you that they 
are al! most active and attentive in the discharge of their several duties. 
And now, gentlemen, with reference to our proceedings of this morning, we 
have, in the first place, to receive the report, and in the next to declare a 
dividend if you should be so minded ; and, in the hope that you will approve 
our exertions during the past six months, I move—* That the report and ac- 
counts be adopted and entered on the minutes.” 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion. 

Mr. Reppratu expressed the gratification he felt in again seeing Mr. 
Butler occupy the chair at the general meeting of the company, and oped | 
that in any remarks he was about to make it would not be supposed that | 
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was influenced by a desire to find fault with any of the directors. He had 
learnt with regret, from the report, the unpleasant intelligence that an 
officer of the een had become a defaulter, especially as, at the last meet- 
ing, one of the directors, alluding to an unfortunate occurrence in another 
company, spoke so confidently as to the impossibility of a similar fraud being 
rerpetrated in the Commercial Company. Referring to the election of Mr. 
Toomas to a seat at the board, he inquired how long it was since that 
gentleman was appointed. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was on the 6th of September. 

Mr. Reprats said he knew that by the Act of Parliament the directors 
, had.the power to make the appointment, but he thought it would have been 
| more courteous to the shareholders if they had, in this instance, seeing it was 
so near the time of the general meeting, postponed their decision till they 
had consulted their constituents. There could be no doubt that the share-- 
holders would have been most peppy to endorse their recommendation, and 
hold up their hands in favour of Mr. Thomas. The next point to which he 
wished to allude referred to some proceedings in a part of the company’s dis- 
trict, a report of which he had seen in one of the local newspapers. He had 
listened to the chairman’s remarks with respect to the management of the 
company, and believed that all which had been stated was strictly true. He 
was, therefore, sorry to have to comment upon the proceedings of an officer 
of the company—Mr. Jones—especially as, in his opinion, no company in 
London had a better and more efficient engineer. But it certainly struck 
him with amazement when he read the following paragraph in the Hamp- 
stead Express :— At the ordinary meeting of the Taethece District Board 
of Works, on Wednesday, Sept. 15, Mr. Dunch, the surveyor; reported that, 
owing to some dispute having arisen between Mr. Jones, the manager of the 
Commercial Gas Company, and Mr. Thomas, the engineer of the Regent’s 
Canal Company, the former had discontinued the supply of gas to the public 
lamps in the thoroughfares surrounding the canal company’s premises, in- 
cluding the Horseferry Road and Narrow Street, Limehouse.” He would not 
read further, and would only make this remark, that it struck him as very 
strange that Mr. Jones should have the power, or assume for himself the 
power, to stop the supply of gas to three or four public streets. In such a 
momentous matter it would seem most reasonable that the directors should 
themselves decide what ought to be done, and that the officers of the com- 
pany should act under direct and specific instructions from them. 

The CuarnMan said he felt bound at once to assure the honourable pro- 
prietor that Mr. Jones had not taken a single step in this matter without 
the fullest instructions from the board. 

Mr. RepratH: Then, sir, I am to understand from you that the statement 
I have read is not correct. 

The Cuatnman: No; it is not. You will find that it was contradicted 
by Mr. Dunch himself at the following meeting of the Limehouse Board. 

Mr, Reppatu : I have not seen that. 

The Cuarrman: You have the bane, but not the antidote. 

A SHAREHOLDER: Have the lamps been re-lighted ? 

The CuainMan : I think it will be better if Mr. Jones is allowed at once 
to answer the statement which has been read. 

Mr. JonzEs: I am somewhat taken by surprise at this subject being brought 
forward in the way it has been by Mr. Redpath, and, as t hai no notice of 
his intention to do it, I have scarcely come prepared with that information 
which is necessary to enable the meeting properly to understand my reply. 
I trust, however, that the explanation Iam about to give will satisfy you 
that, even had J acted as I have done on my own responsibility, and without 
the sanction of the directors—which I did not—I have done simply that 
which was necessary and right for the protection of your property. The 
Regent’s Canal Company, in forming an entrance into their new dock from the 
river, cut off the Commercial Gas Company’s main, and thus isolated two 
thoroughfares, which were formerly long streets, but are now only short 
streets—viz., Narrow Street and Horseferry Road. The canal company 
made no provision whatever for our company carrying their pipes either over 
or under their works, for the supply of the lamps in these places, and 
this circumstance was explained to the surveyor of the Limehouse Board 
—Mr. Dunch—from time to time. He called upon me to supply gas 
to the lamps in Narrow Street—there are only six of them—which had 
been isolated from our system in the way I have mentioned. I pointed 
out to him the difficulty that existed in doing so, and I asked him 
whether he would give me any aid in overcoming that difficulty. He 
replied that he could not, but he said that Mr. Thomas, the engineer of 
the canal company, at some future time would be able to make one of 
the old bridges crossing the entrance a permanent bridge, and then we might 
pass our pipes over, and renew the supply of gas to these lamps. Meantime 
the gas was carried over a temporary wooden bridge, but afterwards it was 
discovered that, without the company’s knowledge, without the knowledge 
of the board, and without my knowledge, the canal company’s engineer had 
taken that pipe away and substituted another, crossing a Jock-gate—an india- 
rubber pipe, which was connected to our main on the one side, and to the 
pipe in the isolated street on the other. When the gates had to be opened, 

e slipped the india-rubber tube off; when the gates were closed again, the 
pipe was reconnected. The effect of this was that a quantity of gas was 
periodically lost to us, and the isolated pipes becoming full of air, it fre- 
quently happened that our lamplighter was kept till past midnight before 
he could expel the air. Well, gentlemen, the board had all these matters 
before them, together with all the correspondence, and they instructed me 
to write to Mr. Dunch and say that, so soon as the canal company gave us 
the opportunity of supplying the lamps, we would carry the gas over, but 
that we would not adopt a plan by which, at every tide, the pipes were to be 
disconnected, not only to our serious inconvenience, but to the great loss of 
gas continually. Upon those instructions I acted, and when I found the 
canal company were still pursuing the same course, I disconnected the pipes, 
first giving Mr. Dunch notice that I intended to do so. This, gentlemen, is 
the fullest information I can give you at this moment. You will see, from 
what I have stated, that the steps I took were taken because our gas was 
being wasted, as though it cost nothing, and the time of our men occupied till 
past midnight, causing us additional expense, for which we got nothing in 
return. The board of directors have offered to supply these streets with gas 
if a permanent communication can be made with them, or to supply gas to 
them by meter, by which they would be relieved from the loss occasioned, 
not by themselves, but by the arrangements of others. Mr. Dunch, when he 
made his statement to the board, chose to put his own motives on the course 
we had felt bound to pursue. I wrote to contradict his statement, and at the 
following meeting he stated that he had received a letter from me ignoring 
the motive he had attributed to me, and he added that the whole thing had 
been taken out of a personal quarrel and made a matter of business, which, 
indeed, it had been from the very first. 

Mr. Reppatu said he had no other object to serve than to elicit the truth, 
and he was perfectly satisfied with the explanation given by Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Srupson, referring to the defaulting collector, asked over what period 
of time the abstraction of the company’s moneys had extended. He had hoped, 








, from what was stated by one of the directors at the last meeting as to the 





ebeck kept upon the collectors, that such delinquencies were almost im- 
possible. 
‘ a See and other proprietors made some further inquiries, in answer 
0 whic 

The CHAIRMAN said: I think I sliall be acting in accordance with the 
wish of the meeting if I briefly state the course which is pursued by us, and, 
having done so, I shall be happy to answer any further questions you may 
put tome. I think the company’s system of collection confines a robbery of 
this character to a very short time. It cannot extend, as it has extended, 
over a long period, as in some cases which have come under our cognizance. 
At the — of the first week of Dickeson’s collection, he was asked to account 
for the reduced amount he had paid in. He pleaded illness, and his appear- 
ance seemed to warrant that statement, and when he last paid bis money 
into the bank, he stated that he was very ill and was going to lie by. During 
those few days he succeeded in collecting the sum of money with which he 
absconded. ‘The system we adopt is this: the collectors receive their books 
from the secretary, and make a return to the office weekly with a sheet showing 
the amount they have collected. It is their duty to pay all the money they 
receive into the bank daily, an account being kept there with each collector. 
The weekly sheet is agreed with the bank-books. We always have those 
books collected before we meet, when they are carefully examined. The 
receipt-books are numbered consecutively, and when used up are returned to 
the office and examined by the sheets. But you know, gentlemen, it must 
be obvious to all that no system, however geod, can possibly prevent fraud at 
all times. No directors can bring about a system of check which will prevent 
a dishonest collector absconding with the money which comes into his hands. | 
All we can do is to hedge ourselves round with every precaution which ex- 
perience dictates, and, having done that, we can do no more. That our 
system has been a good one is pretty manifest by the history of the past. 
This is the first defalcation we have had during the 26 years that our friend, 
Mr. Brushfield, has taken the management of the rental-books. We have 
five collectors, whose collections vary from £18,000 to £24,000, and each one 
gives us security to the amount of £1000. 

Mr. BEARD inquired the amount of arrears of rental. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was £8289 at the end of June. 

Mr. Bearp asked whether it was not rather a large amount. 

The CHatRMAN replied that he thought not, considering the peculiar 
circumstances of the company’s district, the large number of consumers, and 
the wide area over which they resided. 

The SECRETARY stated that the company bad 17,000 customers. 

Mr. Simpson thought that if the collectors had only the number of receipts 
given out to them which were necessary for their collection, and were re- 
quired to deliver all those that were unused into the office every night, such 
a defalcation as that they had now to regret would not be possible. 

The CHAIRMAN said the directors had most fully considered the matter, 
and discussed it in all its bearings, and he did not see that any other system 
than the one they had established was practicable. 

Mr. ReppatH, looking at all the circumstances of the case, and learning 
that for 26 years no sage rscny had occurred, could not but think the ex-| 
planations given by the chairman must be considered very satisfactory. | 

The CHAIRMAN said it was right to inform Mr. Simpson that Dickeson| 
collected part of the money with which he absconded without giving any| 
receipts at all. i> 

Mr. WiLtatT inquired the rate of commission paid to the collectors, and 
the total income each received. | 

The CHAIRMAN said the commission paid to Dickeson, the defaulting collector 
was 1} per cent., and his income was over £300 a year. 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. i} 
The CHAIRMAN: I have now to move—‘ That, pursuant to the recom- 
mendation of the board of directors, a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half’ 
year ending June 30 last, less income-tax, be declared, and that cheques for| \ 

the same be forwarded to the shareholders on Monday, the 4th inst.’’ 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Reppata moved a vote of thanks to the chairman and board of 
directors, for their successful management of the company’s affairs during 
the past half year. 

The motion, having been seconded, was cordially adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN, in acknowledging the vote, said he was very much in- 
debted to the proprietors for this renewed mark of their confidence. He 
could assure them, for himself and for his brother directors, that unless they 
felt that they had the confidence of the shareholders they could not go on 
satisfactorily to themselves, and must retire from the position they had now| 
the honour to occupy ; but having that confidence, and receiving from time} 
to time the assurance of it, they did not care what might occur. If the| 
Board of Works or any other municipal body could give evidence of their| 
ability to do better than they had done, and would secure to the share-| 
holders their 10 per cent., the directors would be happy to retire in their; 
favour, but till then the directors would continue energetically engaged in} 
the service of the shareholders, and the Commercial Gas Company would still| 
remain the Commercial Gas Company. 








| 

East Lonpon WaTER-Works Company.—At the half-yearly meeting of| 

the East London Water-Works Company, held at their offices, St. Helen's) 

Place, on Thursday last, Mr. George Martin in the chair, the usual dividend 
at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum was declared, with a bonus of 1 per cent. il 
the allowance to the directors was increased from 1500 to 2000 guineas, andj; 

they were empowered to raise an additional £300,000 of capital in debentures} 
or new shares. | 


MoRETONHAMPSTEAD GASLIGHT, CoAL, AND Coke Company, LIMITED"| 
At the adjourned first annual ordinary general meeting of this company, held| 
at the White Hart Hotel, Moretonhampstead, on Thursday, Sept. 30, 1869—| 
J. Drew, Esq., in the chair—the directors reported that the works were so far| 
completed as to enable the town to be lighted with gas from the 16th of March, 
last, and that the gas manufactured had been of a brilliant and pure quality ; | 
that the expenditure on capital account had exceeded the original capital by 
£117 19s. 7d., which was accounted for chiefly by the purchase of meters let 
out on hire to the consumers, instead of the consumers being required to 
purchase their own; that they had obtained the services of an efficient 
manager of the works, but the want of a cottage for him to reside in, and 
coal-stores, would be a great drawback to the efficient and economical work- 
ing of the company. The directors stated that they could not complete their 
first report without recording their satisfaction at the great trouble and pains 
bestowed by their engineer in having the works carried out in a substantial 
and efficient manner. The report was adopted; the retiring directors— 
Messrs. J. Drew and S. 8. Neck, jun.—were re-elected; and the directors 
were directed to obtain the opinion of a competent authority as to the best 
means of legally raising further capital to enable them to build the coal- 
stores and a cottage for the resident manager. 
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PHENIX GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The _ Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors of this Company was 
held on Wednesday, Oct. 6, at the Bridge House Hotel, Southwark— 
Epwarp Horner, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. I, A. Crookenden) read the notice convening the 
meeting, and the minutes of the last general and proforma meetings, and 
the seal of the company was affixed to the register of proprietors, 

A SHAREHOLDER inquired to what date the register was made up. 

The Cuarrman: The 30th of June. 

A Smarewotper: What number of shareholders are there in the 

company ? 

The Cuarrman: 740. 

The following report and statements of-account were taken as read:— 

y The papreotoms submit herewith the trade account and balance-sheet to the 30th of 
une . 

The rental for the half year is £1299 in excess of that preceding it, and, along with 

other favourable incidents of the trading, has produced a satisfactory result. 


Dr. 

To Coalsused. . ‘ew wee © enw 6 « eS 
ee ee | a ee 
Ds © sp eeewes eee 6 6 © 141 11 10 
Meters—repairsand renewals . .... +e. - 41,47010 3 
ES ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 2,230 17 10 
Lenschold-fand . . . 2 s+ oe we ce eo wo 430 0 0 
SES ae a eee oe ee 431 8 0 
Directors, £1000; auditors, £50 . . . . « « + + 41,050 0 0 
D+ «is ¢ + se 6s 2 6 2 0 6 re 2 
ll a wee 
Bad debts and allowances . . +a. * 6 Oe 953 8 8 
mewessentemis . ww et ttt ltl ce ow eo [| ROS ES 
DE 5 ~ 6 10 8 se 8) le ee i $21 6 6 
Netproit. . . . +» © © © © © © 0 0 6 6 O06 8 8 


£121,576 18 2 








The CaarrMan: Gentlemen, I have now to move—“ That the report and 


so I think I may congratulate the shareholders on the state of the accounts 
now before them. On the last occasion, I think, I told you that the direc- 
tors hoped the company had at last turned the corner—that ia to say, that 
for the future it would not be necessary to take any sum from the “ Undi- 
vided balance” in order to make up our dividends. Of course you know 
that we had got into the position which required us to do so from having 
made large reductions in the price of gas to our consumers many years 
previously, the result of which was that we could only pay the prescribed 
rate of dividend to our shareholders by trenching upon our reserve, which 
we did in the hope one day of being able to recoup ourselves, I am 
happy to say that the hope I expressed on the last occasion has been veri- 
fied. You will observe that the rental for the last half year is £1299 more 
than it was in the half year preceding, and £6740 more than it was this 
time last year. There has also been a reduction in the cost of coals, to the 
extent of £2164, as compared with the half year ending at Christmas, and 
of £294 as compared with the corresponding period of last year. The 
“ Materials supplied” have also been upon a much reduced scale, the cost 
being upwards of £800 less than on the last occasion. The “ Law expenses” 
also are reduced, although they are not so low as I should like to see them, 
They are £1697 less than on the last occasion, and £110 less than at Mid- 
summer last year. The meter account is less by £396; the rates also are 
less, but I believe that arises from an exceptional circumstance, a dispute 
which has arisen in the Greenwich district having led to the non- 
payment of rates during the period. The salaries are rather more, 
in consequence of the inspection of meters and other matters which 
formerly were paid as wages having been carried to another account. The 
wages account should only refer to the carbonizing and other matters 
connected with the manufacture, and therefore we have subdivided the ac- 
count, and the result is that the transposition makes the salaries appear 
more. The “Bad debts” are more than they were last time, but not more 
than mav b> expected at this time of year. The balance of the trade 
account shows a large profit on the half year, upon which we have just 
ground to congratulate ourselves. As regards the cost of working, I think 
we may claim a little credit for the economy which has been exercised, and 
which has resulted in this satisfactory balance in our favour, because you 
will observe that it does not arise from any great increase in the trading 
operations. As I said before, the actual excess of rental in the half year is 
only £1291; but latterly, by the economy practised in the purchase of the 

















Contracts have been made for the construction and erection of a new tank and gas- 
holder at the Kennington Lane station, as referred to in the last report. The tank 
is quite finished, and the materials for the gasholder are in a forward state; itis 
believed the whole will be ready for use during the first week of next month. 

A considerable extension of mains has also been completed in several parts of the 

istrict. 

After the ordinary business, this meeting will be made special, for the purpose of 
making a call of 5 per cent. on the new stock, payable on the Ist of November next, 
to meet these outlays on capital. 

Both the Imperial and South Metropolitan Gas Companies have obtained Acts of 
Parliament (extending their capital and other powers) upon much more favourable 
terms than those imposed by the City of London Gas Act of last year, further 
inquiry apparently convincing Parliament that those terms could not be maintained, 


The net amount of profit on the half year’s trading is £40,946 8s. 8d., which, added 
to the undivided balance of £2638 7s. 9d. (after paying dividends in April last), 
makes a total of £43,584 16s. 5d. to the credit of profit and loss, as per that account, 
out of which your directors recommend that dividends be declared as follows :—On 
the £20 divided shares, 10 per cent. per annum; on the new stock, 74: and on the 
capitalized stock 5, less income-tax, leaving an undivided balance of £8259 16s. 5d. 


ABSTRACT OF THE TRADE ACCOUNT, Half Year to June 30, 1869. Cr 
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PROFIT AND LOSS. 

















April 7, 1869.—To dividend for half year ended Dec. 31, January, 1869.—By balance brought forward . . . . . £37,963 7 9 
ME es « »' «6 6 « s. 6 + 5 0 ©. © % © oe June 30, 1869.—By half year’s profit. . .... . . 40,046 8 8 
June 30, 1869.—To balance carried forward. . . . . . 43,584 16 5 
£78,909 16 5 £78,909 16 5 
July, 1869.—Balance brought down . « « « « « « » £43,584 16 5 
Dr. ABSTRACT OF THE BALANCE-SHEET, June 30, 1869. Cr. 
To Capital of 27,000 £20 shares, paid in full (maximum By Amount of planton Dec.3llast. . . . . . . .£868,312 7 0 
dividend 10 percent.) . . . . . . « « + «£540,000 0 0 Expended this half year for extension of works . . . 6,394 11 9 
Capitalized stock, paid in full (maximum dividend 5 per 
cent.) Coat at Lie & << om <elrone Sere SS £874,706 18 9 
New stock, £360,000, £35 per cent. paid up (maximum Investment of leaschold-fund,. . . . . « + 12,820 15 10 
dividend 74 percent.) . . . + + © « « « « 126,000 0 0 Amount due for rental— 
Bonds at 5 per cent. ui Oh oe ° . 115,404 0 0 Midsummer quarter , . . » » £34,925 18 1 
NS nr ge 6 119 4 3 ae 6 ue 6 & 4 0 8 4 1,487 3 6 
Ditto tradesmen’s bills, &e. . . . « 2 © «© 15,907 15 7 a 36,413 1 7 
Neostheidanad . 1. 1 tt tile . 12,820 15 11 Amount due forcoke . . ..-. £5,217 10 0 
Balance of profit and loss— Dito twcese . . 0 0 te ° 4917 6 
Undivided balance. . . .. £2,638 7 9 DG, «45 “0 © @ «0 *@ @ >¢ 2,833 9 11 
Half year’sprofit . . 2. « « 40,946 8 8 Dittoammonia . . , oth te om 552 15 2 
43,584 16 5 Dittosundries . .... «2s 2,595 7 9 
| 11,249 0 4 
| Guaieiieetis., «es «0 « « « RTs 
RUIDCEED.. « 2 0 0 eo tw oe 40 0 
Ditto breeze ‘cee «@ ae 4 1710 0 
Ditto tar oe ee ee 292 19 0 
DOGS cn ob tee ee 48 2 6 
Ditto retorts Se ik oe ae 1,597 4 4 
————— 13,394 8 0 
Ditto of meters at Christmas last. . . £34,999 9 5 
OT ae 664 14 0 
35,655 3 5 
Balance attreasurer’s . . . © « « «© © «© « « 18,597 4 8 
£997,836 12 2 £997,836 12 2 
“ Audited.” (Signed) Ricuarp Downs. 


Cuaries Mortimer. 


D | articles used, in wages paid, and in the savings effected in other ways, we 
accounts be received, adopted, and entered on the minutes,” and in doing | show in the result an increase of profit to the extent of £4899 above that of 


the half year ending at Christmas last, and of £5925 above that of the cor- 
responding period of last year. On the other side of the account, our coke 
is, as I believe it has been with all the gas companies of London, a very bad 
item for a long time past. We have no control over the price at which it is 
sold; we are obliged to take the market rates. In the present account the 
sales have realized £721 less than in the half year ending at Christmas last. 
But I think you will say that it redounds to the credit of the engineering 
staff, and proves that our carbonization is really wonderful, when I tell you 
that we have actually sold within a fraction of 84 per cent. of the coke, and 
nearly 5} per cent. of the breeze made, leaving only about 11 per cent. for 
fueling the retorts. I think you will say that is a result which does not 
leave much space for the Board of Works or anybody else to make an im- 
provement upon, even supposing they are so clever as to carbonize at that 
rate. Iam happy to say that our coke is now selling better, and probably 
in the next account we shall be able to make a more satisfactory return; 
at all events, I have seen the worst in connexion with it. “Tar” presents 
the usual result as to quantity, and “ Ammonia” has considerably improved, 
we having received £408 more than on the last occasion. The other items 
on the credit side cf the account remain the same, and I believe that, takin 
it altogether, there never was an account presented to you which yoquived 
80 little to be said in its behalf. Of course we have been somewhat favoured 
by the reduced price of coal in the half year; but still we have not in this 
account the full benefit of that as our former contracts ran on till May last. 
When we make up our next account we shall be in a far better position 
with reference to the cost of coal. I think also it is a source of congratula- 
tion that during the last half year we have been let alone by Parliament. 
Every one knows that for several years past we have been harassed by the 
constant agitation kept up against the gas companies, and by the necessity 
to defend ourselves against the attacks made upon us in Parliament, by 
which the time and attention of our officers, and especially of our engineer, 
have been required in attending committees and preparing evidence, which 
has been attended with enormous expense to the company. In the pre- 
vious half year we actually expended nearly £1900 in parliamentary ex- 
penses, which eventually comes out of the pockets of the consumers, as it 
only results in the postponement of a reduction in the price of gas, With 
these remarks, gentlemen, I will move—“ That the report and accounts be 
received, adopted, and entered on the minutes.” 

Mr. B, Drew seconded the motion. 

















oat 0 


= ee 


{ 
| 
| 
i 
} 
| 
ii 











































































——, 














800 


A SHAREHOLDER: I hope that you will not have to go to Parliament for 
some years to come. May I ask whether you have any contingent-fund, in 
the event of accidents arising? 

The Cuarrman: No, we have not; we have only the undivided balance. 
I may be allowed to say that I trust it will be many years before this com- 
pany are again before Parliament. We have extensive freehold property 
at Vauxhall, and a large piece of ground at Kennington for gasholder pur- 
poses, which will be sufficient for our needs for a long time. 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

The Derury-Cuatrman (Mr. Shand) moved—“ That dividends for the 
half year ending the 30th of June last be and the same are hereby declared 
and made out of the profits of the undertaking, at and after the rate of 10 
per cent. per annum on the original shares of the company, at and after 
the rate of 5 per cent. on the capitalized stock, and at and after the rate of 
£7 10s. per cent. upon the amount paid up on the new stock of the com- 
pany, deducting income-tax on each of the above, such dividends to be paid 
to the bankers of the proprietors where so ordered, and the remaining 
dividends to be forwarded by post.” 

The motion was nnanimontsly agreed to. 

The meeting was then made special, for the purpose of making a call on 
the new stock. 

The CHArrMaAn, in moving the formal resolution declaring the call, said: 
I will just explain to you what we are going to do with your money. I 
think we told you upon the last occasion that it was necessary to erect 
another gasholder, and to make some extensions of our mains, to meet the 
increased demand coming upon us, The call of 5 per cent. will amount to 
£18,000, a portion of which we have already anticipated, having expended 
£6591 in the erection of the tank and the extension of some of our pipes. 
We have still to pay the balance of the cost of the tank, £989, to Messrs. 
Aird, and the cost of the gasholder, £5500, to Mr. Horton. There are also 
further extensions, which will amount to £5000, making a total of £17,883, 
or within a very small fraction of the amount of the call. But I think it 
may, perhaps, be as well to show you how entirely we are justified in 
making this call, and how very little working capital this concern is carried 
on with. At Christmas last the total amount of borrowed money and 
9 capital was £925,404, and we had expended out of that £868,312, 
eaving £57,092 for working capital. We had credit for £16,565 with 
our tradesmen, and for loans at our bankers £17,000, making our 
total working capital £90,657 for that period of the year. We had due 
from customers, £64,307; for Goke, &c., £13,926; stock of coals and 
other things on the works, £11,749; and meters, £34,990: making 
together £124,972; against which we had only £90,657, so that if we even 
deducted the profit on the gas, £21,000, we should still be deficient £13,300 in 
the amount absolutely necessary for carrying on the concern. In asking 
you, therefore, for £18,000, we are only asking for what we are going to 
expend. I should tell you that we: have a very good friend in our banker, 
and so we think it would be folly to call up money at 7} per cent. when we 
can get it at the current rates of the day. At Midsummer our position 
was a little worse, for, instead of having £13,000 only against us, we had 
actually £18,000. This has arisen from our having anticipated some por- 
tion of the outlay for the works. This outlay we expect will be very pro- 
fitable, because extension of mains means extension of consumption. And 
with reference to the necessity for increased gasholder room, I may mention 
that last year we were so closely run that, on one occasion, we had only a 
foot or two of gas in the holders at Kennington. 1 am happy to say that 
the holder we are now constructing. will be.in use within a week of the 
time it was contracted for, and will be actually erected without the pay- 
ment of a single farthing of interest on the outlay, as the call will be pay- 
able on the Ist, and the holder will be in use on the 7th of November. 
Great credit is due to the contractors; the work has been most expeditiously 





and beautifully done, not a single plate having had to be cut nor a single | 


hole drilled during the course of the erection. I have now to move—“ That 
a call of 5 per cent. on the new stock be and the same is hereby made on 
the several subscribers and proprietors in the undertaking, according to the 
registered amount of thé said stock, and that such call be paid into the 
hands of the treasurer, R. C. L. Bevan, Esq., 54, Lombard Street, on or 
before the 1st of November next.” 

Mr. Bentley seconded the motion, which was put, and carried unani- 
mously, 


On the motion of Mr. BentTLey, seconded by Mr. Downs, a vote of | 


thanks was given to the chairman and directors for their continued atten- 
tion to the affairs of the company. 

The CuatrMan: Gentlemen, on the part of the directors and for myself, 
I beg to offer you our acknowledgments for the vote of thanks you have 
just accorded us. You know nothing is more easy than to sail with the 
wind. When it is fine weather things go on merrily, and possibly we have 
had a little more of that in the last six months than fell to our lot for some 
time previously, and though we feel that we may take credit to some 
extent for what we have done, we cannot conceal the fact that circum- 
stances generally have been much more in our favour than they were 
before. Whatever may happen, however, in the future, you may be certain 
that we shall do all we possibly can, not only to further the interests of the 
shareholders, but to fulfil the obligations we are under tothe public. I 
belicve I might say there is very little doubt, if our circumstances continue 
prosperous, that the day is not far distant when we shall be able to give to 
our consumers their share of the profits, and I am sure it will be a great 
gratification to us to be able to feel that we are carrying out in its integrity 
the Act of 1860, by giving to the public all the advantages which that Act 
was intended to secure. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 


Merropouitan Boarp or Works—Fripay, Oct. 1. 

At the Weekly Meeting of the Board held this day at the Offices, Spring 
Gardens—Sir Joun THwailtss in the chair, 

Mr. Dresser RoGers moved, in accordance with notice—“ That a com- 
mittee of 15 members be appointed, to be called the Gas, Water, and Petro- 
leum Acts Committee, to whom shall be remitted al! matters pertaining to 
the operations of any Acts of Parliament relating to the supply of gas or 
water to the metropolis, and also as to the regulations for the sale and 
storenge of petroleum, or any other explosive material, in the district over 
which this board has jurisdiction.” He said, upon putting the notice on the 
paper, he felt that the questions proposed to be remitted to a special com- 
mittee were deserving of the most serious consideration of the board. With 
reference to the gas question, the action already taken by the board had 
been productive of very great public benefit. It was important, however, 
that the question should receive continued attention. The extra duties 
imposed upon the board, with regard to tbe examination of the gas supplied 
to consumers, required to be attended to. A great boon had been conferred 
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upon the public by the — of a competent examiner to test the 
quality of the gas supplied to them, and the board ought to see that the 
provisions of the Act of Parliament were carried out in their integrity. At 
present the testing of the gas was practically too much under the control 
of the gas companies. In the case of the Chartered Gas Company, an 
officer of the company resided upon the premises, which were the property 
of the company, and the keys of the house were in possession of the com- 





pany’s officers. It was not right that a system of that kind should be 


allowed to exist, and the board ought to see that the gas was fairly tested, 
and that the consumer was supplied with the quality which he was entitled 
to receive under the Act of Parliament. A committee of the board would 
be best qualified to deal with those and other questions in connexion with 
the gas supply which required attention. Under the old Acts of Parlia- 
ment the companies were not allowed to supply gas with more than 20 
grains of sulphur in every 100 cubic feet, but at present there was no 
practical limitation as to the quantity. It was also the opinion of practical 
chemists that the mode adopted for testing the gas was by no means per- 
fect, and failed to detect the presence of ammonia. It was a most extra- 
ordinary circumstance that at the testing-office the gas supplied by one 
company was fouud to be free from ammonia, while, tested elsewhere, that 
impurity was discovered to exist in it. 

Mr. Runrz: You think, then, that the company have a means of puri- 
fying it surreptitiously. 

Mr. Rocers said he was making no charges. He was simply stating a 
fact, and it was one which showed the necessity for inquiry. It was alsoa 
most objectionable feature in connexion with the system of testing, that the 
chief referee of the Board of Trade, who practically settled the mode of 
testing, should be a paid servant of one of the largest gas companies in 
London. Another ground of complaint was that the testing-office was 
required to be within 1000 yards of the works from which the gas was | 
supplied. He maintained that the companies were bound to supply gas of | 
as good a quality to the distant consumers as to those living close at hand. 
All these questions required attention, and would afford ample matter for 
the consideration of a special committee, whose duty it would be to advise | 
the board as to what course they ought to adopt in reference to them. | 
With regard to the water supply, it was not necessary that he should | 
occupy the time of the board with many observations. No city in England | 
was so badly supplied with water as the metropolis, and the Metropolitan | 
Board, as representing the public, ought to take up the question, and be} 








ne 





prepared to go to Government with some recommendation by which the | | 
evils complained of, especially in South London, would be remedied, || 
Another question which he proposed to remit to the same committee was | | 
the storeage of petroleum. Since he had placed his notice on the paper, | | 
the conflagration in Bordeaux Harbour showed the necessity for great | | 
precautions in the storeage of this very explosive compound. A very || 
serious responsibility was thrown upon the board by the action of the || 
Legislature in imposing on them the duty of carrying out the provisions of | | 
the Petroleum Acts, and the arrangements made by the board hitherto for | 
the due performance of that duty were altogether defective. Indeed, the | 
whole of the arrangements were left in the hands of a clerk in the archi- | 
tect’s office, who was not properly or scientifically qualified for the posi- 
tion. In point of fact, the board had practically shirked the heavy | 
responsibility thrown upon them by referring the matter to a committee of | 
the whole board, who had too many other things to attend to. He hoped | 
that, in the interest of the public, the board would examine the rules and | 
regulations for the sale and storeage of petroleum, as at present the 
Petroleum Act was inoperative. The testers appointed by the board did 
not understand their business, and oil which was tested by them one day | 
gave a totally different result another day. It would be a question if the | 
board could convict any one infringing the provisions of the Act. There) 
was a short time since a dangerous spot at Bow (Rowatt’s Wharf), and if | 
an explosion had occurred the whole of the east of London might have | 
been destroyed. It was understood that a greal deal of dissatisfaction | 
existed in the oil trade respecting the provisions of the Act, and the manner | 
in which it was carried out. As the representatives of the public, the | 
board ought to take up this question, and by referring it, together with the 
question of the gas and water supply, toa special committee to be considered, 
secure for it that amount of attention which its importance deserved. | 
Mr. Barker seconded the motion, believing that the importance of the 
subject referred to by Mr. Rogers fully justified the appointment of a special | | 
committee, who would have nothing else to occupy their attention. | 
Mr. SavaGE said he could not support the motion. He thought they had 
too many separate committees already, and if any addition were made to 
the number it would lead to great inconvenience by tne meetings of one | 
committee being likely to clash with the meetings of another. He thought || 
the questions which Mr. Rogers proposed to refer to a special committee | | 
might be very well considered by the Works Committee, which was not || 
overcharged with business. On those grounds he trusted that the board | 
| 
it 





|| 


would not assent to the motion. 

Mr. Bipcoop did not think the board was at present in a position to add | 
to the number of its committees. It would be better to defer the motion 
until the committees came before the board for re-election, and then, 
instead of appointing three special committees of fifteen members each, | 
they might appoint five composed of nine members, and one of these could 
take charge of those questions mentioned by Mr. Rogers. 

Mr. CoLLinson supported the motion. He thought it was very desirable 
that questions of so much importance as the gas and water supply of the 
metropolis should be considered by a special committee, who would be able 
to advise the board with regard to them. He could not agree to the sug- 

estion of Mr. Bidgood that the matter should be deferred until June next. 

t was very likely that there would be legislation on these questions in the 
next session of Parliament, and it would be very desirable if a committee of 
the board were appointed to take them into consideration. 

Mr. Newron said he thought the Parliamentary Committee and the 
Works Committee were competent to deal with the questions which formed 
the subject of discussion, and therefore there was no justification for in- 
creasing the number of committees. Mr. Rogers seemed to intimate in his 
remarks that if a special Gas and Water Committee were appointed it would 
be able to initiate legislation, although the terms of the motion which he 
submitted to the board only contemplated that such a committee would 
take cognizance of Acts of Parliament already passed.. He (Mr. Newton) 
did not believe that the board were prepared at the present moment to enter 
upon any scheme of the kind; and, therefore, agreeing as he did with Mr. 
Savage, that the Works Committee were not overburthened with their 
duties, he saw no necessity for agreeing in the motion. 5 

Mr. RicHARDSON was of opinion that the appointment of a committee, as 
proposed by Mr. Dresser Rogers, would do a great deal of good, and he 
should, therefore, support the motion. He thought that in the interests 
of the public it was desirable that a special committee should be ap- 
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pointed to consider such important questions as those mentioned in the 
resolution. Remembering, however, how the late Gas Committee was 
thrown on its back when it came up with certain recommendations 
to the board, he should advise Mr. Rogers to be very careful who he 
nominated on the new committee, if the motion was now carried. At the 
present moment, everything connected with the gas question was in a most 
unfortunate position, and that, as well as the water supply and the storeage 
of petroleum, demanded the earnest attention of the board. 

r. Runtz said that the gas and water question might very well be left 
to the Works Committee, which was a committee of the whole board, to 
deal with, and they might appoint a sub-committee to deal with the petro- 
leum question. He was afraid that if a special Gas and Water Committee 
were appointed, very large expectations would be created in the public 
mind that the board was about to attempt something in the coming session 
of Parliament, whereas at present they had not made up their minds as to 
ong Cees policy on the subject. 

r. HEALEY supported the motion, believing that Mr. Rogers had made 
out a strong case for the consideration of a committee. 

Mr. FREEMAN said it must not be — that the board had done 
nothing with reference to the question of the water supply of the metro- 

lis. About eighteen months ago he himself brought the subject forward, 

ut at that time a Royal Commission was appointed, and it was thought 
better to wait until that commission reported before the board took any 
further steps. He had just received the report, and he intended to give 
the deepest attention to its contents, and should certainly, if he found 
reason for doing so, press the consideration of it upon the Works Com- 
mittee. Asto the gas question, there was no scheme before the board, 
either for purchasing up the works of the companies or controlling them in 
any way, and if the companies themselves moved iu the matter the Parlia- 
one Committee were quite competent to deal with it. 

Mr. WEsTERTON was in favour of a special committee, and warned the 
board that if they did not deal comprehensively with the question of the 
water supply of the metropolis, they would have it taken altogether out of 
their hands. 

Mr. Fow er opposed the motion. If, with regard to the gas question, it 
was intended to bring before the board some course of action to be taken 
by them, his friend, Mr. Rogers, would do wel] to give notice of motion, 
and have it discussed in the ordinary way. On the other hand, the Parlia- 
mentary Committee were — competent to look after and take cognizance 
of any steps on the part uf the gas companies. 

Mr. Rocers, in reply, said the arguments urged against his motion 
seemed to amount to this, that the present was not the time to take any 
steps in the matter. Probably it would be seen that he was right when, 
hereafter, the board were taxed with neglecting their duty. 

On a show of hands the motion was lost, and a division being demanded, 
the numbers were— 

For the motion. . « « « « « « il 
Se oe 6 8 0 





Majority against . . . « . 7 





THE DUNDEE GAS COMMISSION. 
The Ordinary Monthly Meeting of this Board was held in the Town- 
Hall on the 6th inst.—Provost YEAMAN in the chair. 
The Finance Committee stated that the following cheques had been 
issued since the previous meeting :— 
Sept. its to following witnesses in arbitration :— 


Ohn Pultom . . 2. 0 0 2 © 0 co eo SU O 
William Guthrie, . 2. « - «© «© « «© 5412 6 
George Knight . . 2 « + « e - 58 5 6 
W.G.Thomson, . . 660 


To Mr. Robertson, London, for arbitrators 
and oversman’s fees, and clerk to arbitra- 
tion’s fees, and otherexpenses . . . 4000 0 0 
THE TOWN AND GAS COMPANIES ACCOUNTS. 
The sub-committee of the Finance Committee gave in a report concerning 
the following accounts claimed by the agents of the town and the gas 
companies :— 





I.—Session, 1867, 
1, Mr. Kerr’s t for opposition to 

the gas companies amalgamation and 

money bills,&c. . . . . . . . £516 1011 
2. Mr. Robertson’s account for do.,&e. . 45512 1 





__ £972 3 0 
Il.—Gas Bill, 1868. 
1. Mr. Kerr’s account... . . .£1436 311 
2, Mr. Robertson’s account. . . 1974 5 10 
3. Shiell and Small’s account “one 486 11 13 
4, J. W. Thomson and Son’s account . 312 6 O 
5, Loch and Maclaurin’s account . . . 24115 2 
6. Graham and Wardlaw’s account - 238 8 & 
7. Gas directors (new company’s). . . 224 0 0 
—— £4913 10 55 
III.—Bill No. 2, 1868. 
1. Mr. Kerr’s account, 4 <a¢ 07 eS Le 
2. Mr. Robertson’s account. . . 188 19 0 
3. Loch and Maclaurin’s account . . 2016 4 
4. Graham and Wardlaw’s account . . 30 4 6 
— £341 1 0 
£6226 14 53 


The sub-committee’s report says:— 

In considering the said accounts, it occurred to the committee that the first 
question for consideration was whether the accounts applicable to the amalgamation 
and money bills of 1867, and to bill No, 2 of 1868, should or should not be paid by 
the commissioners. It is understood that the gas companies t »b 
the agreement in article 9 stipulated that the amalgamation bill should be with- 
drawn, and all opposition to their money bills also withdrawn, and the latter pro- 
moted by both parties, that therefore the cost of these several bills is part of the 
costs and charges of carrying out the purchase of the gas-works. But it appears 
to the committee that the Town Council never contemplated passing at the expense 
of the commissioners the gas companies own money bills; that the obligations for 
costs in the agreement refer exclusively to the transaction of purchase; and that 
the Gas Commissioners are not therefore bound for any expenses in connexion with 
the amalgamation or money bills, more particularly considering that the Town 
Council were actually obliged to oppose these bills. If this view be acquiesced in, 
the committee, although they have some doubt on the point, would recommend the 
commissioners to pay the expenses of bill No. 2. ‘ 

The second point for consideration arises on the accounts of Mr. Kerr. The com- 
mittee are of opinion that Mr. Kerr’s accounts should be modified to some small 
extent, as two apne in London, in addition to a parliamentary agent, was unusual. 
The committee do not doubt that Mr. Kerr would at once have assented to this view. 

The third point for consideration arises on the account of fees to the gas directors. 
The committee are of opinion that as the gross amount of the gas directors fees is not 

et ascertained, and as it is doubtful how far the charges of the directors are 


\ dels aren against the commissioners, the consideration of their fees should be 
| jayed. 
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“taken place had not been on the part of the Gas Commissioners. He enter- 
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It now remains for the commissioners to give such instructions to the committee! 
on matters of principle, and such discretionary powers on matters of detail, as may | 
enable the committee to settle the accounts. 


After some explanations had been made in regard to the accounts, the) 
meeting remitted them back to the committee, with power to make the 
best bargain they could with the agents. 


THE DELAY IN GIVING THE AWARD. 
The Cierk read the following correspondence :— 


8, Princes Street, Westminster, Sept. 25, 1869. 

Dear Sir,—I sent you a telegram this forenoon to request you to summon your 
board of directors for Monday. 

Mr. Pownall and Mr. Phipson met here this morning, when the position of mat- 
ters, as regards the company’s costs, was very fully considered, and I was instructed 
to say that Mr. Pownall entertains a very decided opinion, and oe urges the 
company to accept the proposal of the commissioners—viz., that he should at once 
issue his award, finding the amount of the annuities to be paid to the shareholders, 
without saying a word about costs, upon the distinct understanding that he will 
hereafter dispose of the costs by a separate award or certificate, if, on further in- 
quiry, he is advised that he has the power and is bound to do so. 

In the meantime I do not consult Mr. Gordon, awaiting your answer. Please 
send me a telegram that I may get ready the award a Mr. Pownall goes to Devon- 
shire on Monday) if your answer is favourable, and if so, follow it up by a minute of 
ag t or requisition on the part of the company and commissioners. I have told 
Mr. Robertson of this.—I am, &c., (Signed Joun ConngELL. 

J. W. Thomson, Esq., National Bank Buildings, Reform Street, Dundee. 











National Bank Buildings, Reform Street, Dundee, Sept. 27, 1869. 

Dear Sir,—I was on Saturday last, the 25th current, favoured with your telegram, 
requesting me to call a meeting of the directors of the Dundee Gaslight Company 
- to-day, in the expectation of a letter from you, which duly reached me this| 

orenoon. : 

The committee of the board of directors met to-day, and your letter of the 25th 
current was laid before them, and carefully considered. It was the anxious wish of | 
the committee to have complied with Mr, Pownall’s suggestion, as to a division of 
the award, out of motives of respect for him, if they could have divested themselves 
of apprehension that it would be unsafe to interfere with the statutory basis of the 
arbitration, and that any attempt, by a supplemental agreement of the parties, to 
prevent the risk of miscarriage by consenting to the oversman afterwards taking up 
the question of settling the costs, would be the source ot future complication and 
difficulty. Besides, the proposal of the commissioners alluded to in your letter does 
not advance the final settlement of the arbitration in the smallest de , 28, SO 
long as the costs are unsettled, the arbitration, according to my view, will subsist, 
and the unpl t di ions that have already taken place on the subject of costs 
will have to be renewed sooner or later. No doubt it is very desirable to have the 
amount of the annuities declared as soon as possible; but I would myself respect- 
fully submit that it would be a pity, from any feeling of impatience on either side 
to obtain this declaration, to imperil the regularity of the whole procedure in the} 
arbitration, more especially as the delay requisite for a settlement of the costs) 
in the arbitration need be very short, and no practical injury would thereby be| 
occasioned to either ee 

Messrs. Loch and Maclaurin forwarded to me the copy of Mr. Robertson’s letter) 
to you of the 23rd current with which you kindly favoured them, but as no answer 
to it was asked from me, I do not trouble you with any special remarks thereon. I/ 
would merely request you to have the goodness, in communicating with the overs- 
man ———- —_ letter, to make him aware that my clients object strongly to 

e y of the stat ts in it. 

In the hope of soon hearing from you again, I am, &c., 

(Signed) 

John Connell, Esq., Parliamentary Agent, 

3, Princes Street, Westminster. 











J. W. Tomson. 





Dundee, Oct. 4, 1869. 

Dear Sir,—We have just received a copy of your letter to Mr. Connell, of the 27th 
ult., wherein your directors decline to comply with Mr. Pownall’s recommendation, 
that they should accept the proposal of the Gas Commissioners to have the award 
settling the ities i diately issued without reference to the question of costs, 
which should be reserved to be dealt with hereafter. 

The commissioners regret very much this resolution on the part of your clients ; 
and with reference to your suggestion that it would be unsafe to interfere with the 
statutory basis of the arbitration by any supplementary agreement, we have merel: 
to remind you that it has already been interfered with in the same way once an 

in, during the course of the proceedings. ‘Che minutes of consent to the overs- 
man sitting along with the arbiters, to the proof and hearing before the three being 
held as a proof, and hearing first before the arbiters and then before the oversman, 
and to the latter visiting the works, not only for himself, but on behalf of the arbiters, 
must all have been irregular, if it would now be unsafe for your company to agree to 
an award settling the annuities upon the understanding that the oversman should 
afterwards settle the question of costs, if he has the power to do so, The commis- 
sioners are so satisfied that both parties would be safe to enter into such an 
ment, that they are ee ready to submit the point to Mr. Gordon for his opinion, 
and to abide by it. ould your directors concur in this? Your letter to Mr. Connell 
and this answer would be a sufficient memorial.— Yours faithfully, 

(8igned) PATTULLO AND THORNTON, 

J. W. Thomson, Solicitor, Dundee, 

The Provost said the meeting would =e the letter from Mr. Connell, 
clerk to the arbitration, that the opinion of Mr. Pownall, the oversman, and 
also of his legal adviser, Mr. Phipson, of London, was that he had the power 
to give the award as to the annuities at once, and they had advised the gas 
company to assent to the award being given, leaving the question of the 
expenses to be settled afterwards. They would observe by Mr. Thomson’s 
letter, however, that the gas company declined to the award on the annui- 
ties being given, and requested that the question of expenses should be 
taken up by the oversman. The oversman had taken the opinion of Mr. 
Gordon, and, as the gas company still refused to give their assent to the 
award on the annuities being issued separately from the expenses of the 
gas company, it would be the safest course for the arbitrators to deal with 
both questions, though that involved considerable delay. The Gas Commis- 
sioners were most anxious to get the award, so as to be able to meet and 
arrange with the new gas company; but they were, of course, unable to do 
so until they knew the amount of the annuities to the old gas company. 
The matter ought to have been settled long ago, and the delay that had 





tained the belief that the Gas Commissioners would be able to settle ami- 
cably out of court with the new gas company. The meeting was aware 
that the case with the new gas company had been postponed till the 9th of 


i 
it 





November; that time was rapidly approaching, and he suggested that a 
conference should be held with the directors of that company, so as, if pos-}' 
sible, to effect a settlement without the cost of an arbitration. | 

Mr. Brown ze asked the clerk if he had any idea how long the award 
would be delayed. 

The Cierk replied that if the gas company lodged their accounts within 
a reasonable time the award should not be delayed for more than six weeks; 
but if they kept back the accounts he would not be surprised though the 
award were not issued till Christmas, or the beginning of next year. 

Mr. BROWNLEE suggested that they might have a meeting with the 
directors of the old gas company, and urge therh to allow the award to be 
given, reserving the question of expenses. 

The CLERK said they had putin a minute to that effect, but the gas 
company had refused to agree to the award being issued, leaving the ex- 
penses to be settled afterwards. 
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Mr. Brown xe said that Mr, Pownall might issue notes-of his award. 
| f+ manag said that had been spoken: of/ in committee, but it could 
not: be-done. 

After some more conversation, the.meeting approved.of the actions of the 
Law Committee. 

A private meeting of the Gas.Commission was then held, which was un- 
derstood to result in a conference requested on an early day with the 
directors of the new gas company, with the view of endeavouring to effect 
an arrangement. with them as to the price of their works, 80 as. to save the 
expense of another arbitration. 


LIMEHOUSE DISTRICT BOARD OF WORKS. 


This: Board: met on’ Wednesday, Sept. 29—Mr. W. NarHawin the chair. 

The Works Committee reported a letter had been received from Mr. 
Jaques, the secretary to the Commercial Gas Company, in reference to the 
discontinuance of the supply of gas to the public lamps in Horseferry Road 
and Narrow Street, Limehouse, —_—— the matter would receive atten- 
tion. The committee recommended the clerk should be instructed to 
draw:a:case to be laid before counsel, with a view to obtaining an opinion as 
to the'steps which should be adopted. 

The remarked that the gas company had neither admitted their 
—- to light the public lamps nor given any assurance that they would 
light them. The thoroughfares were lighted .with paraffin—a most un- 
suitable thing in these-days. Under the Act of Parliament the gas company 
were bound to light — part of the district in which there was a supply of 
gas. To enforce their doing so the committee thought it would be necessary 
to take legal proceedings, and, with a view to ascertaining in the first place 
the. exact tion occupied by the board in the matter, they recommended 
that the opinion of counsel should be taken. 

Mr. Srewart inquired whether the directors of the gas company had met 
since the date of Mr. Jaques’s letter. 

The Surveyor thought they: had, The directors'met weekly, and his 
letter‘on the subject was forwarded to the gas company last Friday week. 
The — between this board and. the ey was not so much one of 
their lighting the public lamps now as of their having discontinued to light 





The CHAIRMAN concurred that that was the proper way to put it. It was 
not for them as a district board of works'to allow the discontinuance of light 
tothe public lamps simply because of some disagreement between the gas 
company and the Regent’s Canal sages: At some future time the com- 
pany might refuse to light the Commercial Road because they had a quarrel 
with some one else. 

Mr, BLUNDELL had spoken to Mr. Jones, the manager, and he said he had 
had considerable difficulty with the canal company, and that he could not, 
under existing circumstances, light the public lamps in that locality. 

Mr, Gi. thought the gas ogg oN had no right whatever to cut off the 
supply from the public lamps. The Act of Parliament gave them, in his 
opinion, no authority to do so, and he would therefore move that the recom- 
mendation of the committee id be adopted. 

Mr, Buunvett thought that, asa board, they ought to know something of 
the cause which had led to the step of discontinuing the light being taken 
by the gas company. 

The CuarrMAN entered into an explanation of the original cause of the 
dispute between the canal company and the gas company. The quarrel 
between these two parties, however, formed no reason why the public generally 
aaercligtes’ nor why this board should be deprived of a:supply of gas to the 

ic lights. 
Petr. Srewanrt: But is there any practical remedy ? 

The CHARMAN: Yes; drawa case and submit it to counsel, to see how 
we stand, because we believe we have the power to compel them to light the 
whole district. 

Mr. Hopson hoped that, in the event of counsel’s opinion pee favour- 
able as regarded the position of the board in this matter, further steps would 
not be taken until a seply had been received from the gas company. Matters 
of this kind commenced in haste, but too frequently ended in disappointment. 

Mr. Gill’s motion was then unanimously adopted. 





Dr. Wuirmore’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED IN 
Si. MARYLEBONE, IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 1869:— 





Sulphuretted 


Mean 
Pressure in 
Tenths of ‘an 

Inch. 


Illuminating Power 
in 
Sperm Candles. 


Mean Quantity 
of Sulphur in 
100 Cub. Ft. 

Mean Quantity 
of Ammoniain 
100 Cub. Ft. 
Hydrogen. 








Grains 
Grains. 





3°38 None. 
8°17 |None, 
6°72 None. 


9°63 
15°43 
Fr 


28°77 
27°74 
26°89 


15°63 
14115 
20°00 


16°76 
15°67 
21°30 


Imperial Company’s gas’. . 
Chartered Company’s com-; 








gee eee 
Chartered Company’s cannel 
ORB. 6 2 Se #008 





| 
16°64! 15°09 | 24°83 
15°64 | 13°90 | 34°75 
22°33 | 20°43 | 30°21 


SEPTEMBER. 
Imperial Company’s gas . 
Chartered Company’s come 


2°81 |None, 
7°33 None. 


9°56 | 28°30 
26°21 
23:17 











en . gh eee 
Chartered Company’s cannel } 
ee ee a 6°31 None, 














Sept. 

Mean of daily readings of B > 3 ° 29°67 

ie = 99 Thermometer, 65°55 
* Each observation consists of 10 readings of the p ter, at intervals of one 

minute. ; 

The gas of the Imperial Company maintained, during August and September, 
avery high standard of illuminating power ; it ranged from 16°76 candles to 
15°09 candles, the mean being 16 candles, or an excess of 4 candles beyond 
what the law requires until the closeof the present year. The a of 
sulphur impurity contained in it was considerable, amounting to 28 grains in 
100 cubic feet ; the quantity of ammonia, on the other hand, was very small, 
and did not.exceed 3 grains per 100 cubic feet. The pressure was satisfactory. 
The common gas of the Chartered Company gave a mean illuminating power 
equal 'to-14°76 candles, and it ranged from 15:67 to 13°90 candles. Sulphur 
aud ammonia were both found largely in excess; of the former there wasa 














mean.of about 27 grains per 100 cubic feet, and of the latter nearly.8 grains 
The cannel gas.gave a mean light equal to 21 candles, and from 22°33 
Fee rare anes en gresne Sia bear oe standard, 
This gas also exhibited an excess of both sulphur and ammonia, pressure 
of this. as well as.the common gas were both satisfactory, Onno occasion was 
sulphuretted hydrogen detected in either of the gases. 
Dz. Wuitmor®’s REPORT ON: THE QUALITY OF THE WATER sUP-+ 
PLIED'1N’ St, MARYLEBONE, IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 1869:— 
Total Solid Matterinde-|*' Loss by Incineration of 
grees or ns per Solid Matter in pre- 
Imperial gallon, vious column. 





Am- 
Aveusr. monia, 





Aug., 1868.| Aug., 1869. } Aug., 1868. | Aug., 1869. 
Distilled Water... ri 0° iad a) 0° 





0°60 
0°56 


Sept., 1869. 
0° 


0°56 
0°64 


Sept., 1868. 
oe 


16°18 
17°52 


16°60 
17°36 


West Middlesex water 
Grand Junction water 





SerTEMBER. 
Distilled Water..... 


West Middlesex water 
Grand Junction water 


Sept., 1868. | Sept., 1869. 
0° 0° 





16°88 0°52 0°60 
16°32 16°96 0°68 0°64 














16°08 | 





*-The loss by incineration represents the amount of organic and other volatile 
matters contained in an Imperial gallon (70,000 grains) of water. 
The water supplied to the parish during the past two months by the Thames 
water companies, has been, as regards brightness, temperature, and compara- 
tive freedom from organic contamination, all that could be desired, and con- 
tained about the same quantity of saline constituents as was found in it during 
the corresponding months of last year. Accustomed as we are to an abundant 
supply of this most important element in the preservation of health, we can 
scarcely realize.the misery and discomfort of those who live in the daily want 
of it, The great fault with the householders of London is that they are 
prodigal in the use of it, or rather that they inconsiderately allow millions of 
gallons to be wasted. It should be remembered that the population of the 
metropolis is now growing every year with accelerated rapidity, and that our 
present sources of supply, although abundant and sufficient for a population 
twice or thrice as great, is not absolutely inexhaustible. 

Dr. STEVENSON’S REPORT ON THE GAS SUPPLIED BY THE IMPERIAL 
ComPaNy To THE: VESTRY OF St. PANCRAS DURING THE MONTHS OF 
AvausT AND SEPTEMBER, 1869 :— 





Traces 
of Sulphu- 
retted 
Hydrogen. 


Light in Candles 
reduced to 
Consumption of 
120 Grs. per Hour. 


Number | Average Light in 
of Candles 

Observa- | produced by 5 Ft. 

of Gas per Hour. 


Traces 
of 
Ammonia. 





Present. None. 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” ” 
” o> 
”? ” 





| 
| 
| 
| 


The average illuminating power of the gas during August and September 
was 14°6 candles; the highest being 15°6 candles, on Aug. 26, the lowest 14 
candles, on Aug. 10, Sept. 17 and: 30, respectively. The average was 2°6 
candles in excess of the statutory illuminating power, and was never less than 
two candles in excess, Ammonia was present on every occasion of examina- 
tion, and sulphuretted hydrogen always absent. The average quantity of 
sulphur present in September was 19-92 grains, 20 grains being allowed under 
the Gas Act, 1860. Txos, STEVENSON. 

AvEeRAGE CoMPOSITION AND QUALITY OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS 
IN SEPTEMBER, 1869.—The following are the returns of the Metropolitan 
Association of Medical Officers of Health :— 
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Thames Water Comps. 
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New River . 
0°001 


East London, é : 























Note.—The amount of oxygen required to oxidize the organic matter, nitrites 
&c., is determined by a standard solution of permanganate of potash acting for three 
hours; and, in the case of the metropolitan waters, the quantity of organic matter 
is about eight times the amount of oxygen required by it. ¢ . 

The average quantity of water supplied daily to the metropolis during, the 
month of August was, according to the returns of the water companies to the 
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Officers of Health, 106,414,863 gallons, and. the number of houses 
supplied was 467,577. This is at the rate of 33°5 gallons per head of the 
ion daily, poneting to the last returns of the supply to Paris, it 
was only at:the daily rate of 23°6 gallons per head of the civil population, 
and this includes the water for ornamental purposes.—Hy. Lernexsy, M.B. 


' Dr. FRANKLAND’sS ANALYSIS OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS IN 
SEPTEMBER, 1869.—‘‘ Royal College of Chemistry, Sept. 23, 1869.—Sir,—I 
have the honour to submit to you in the following table the results of the 
chemical examination of the waters supplied to the metropolis during the 
month of September. For the purpose of comparison I append also the results 
yielded by the waters supplied to the towns of Edinburgh, Newcastle, Glas- 
gow, Manchester, Bristol, Dublin, and Norwich, and com of Thames 
water taken at London Bridge at low and high water ; also by the well waters 
from the artesian well in Trafalgar Square, from the Royal Mint, and from 
Barclay’s Brewery. The Lambeth Company alone delivered turbid water; 
the remaining companies supplied water in a clear and transparent condition. 
The amount of organic matter contained in the waters drawn from the 
Thames was unusually small. 
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Chelsea...... Sept. 3— Cat’ 
Rank, Horse, | 
Guards..... |16°1) 25°24)-087/°015)000| *163) -178) 1310)1°70 j21°5 


West Middile-|Sept. 3 — Cab 

ee Rank, Port- 

land Road . ./16°4) 24°58]-089)-021)-000| *108) 129) 760]1-73 |21°3 

Southwark & |Sept. 3 — Cab 

Vauxhall, .} Rank, Saint 
George’sCh.|16"1] 25°80] 078) -022)-000] *095| -117] 680)1°78 21-5 

Grand Junc-/Sept.3 — Cab 

tion.......| Kank, Wood- 

stock Street .|15°0} 25°62) +086) -030)-000) *115) -145] 830)1-70 |20-9 

Lambeth, ...|Sept. 3 — Cab 


beth Road, ./15°8} 25°00}-101|-026/-001) *148) +175) 1170)1°68 [21-5 
































































































































OtherSources| 
How River. . ./Sep6/3— Cob 
° otten-) 
ham Ct. Rd.|16°4] 24-20]-052)-015|-001] +156] +172) 1250!160 |20-9 
East London. |Sept. 2— | 
Slater’s, Old 
Ford Road .|16°7| 26-80}-069 -023|-000} -168] -131| 760|1-74 |23-0 
Kent.........|Sept.?—Dept- | 
or ridge 
Police Statn.|13°3} 42°30 es a gt *390| -405) 3580/2°30 |29°9 
So | 
aters. 
Crawley Burn 11°28} *187}*031}001! -000} -032 ~=—-0'1-042] 6-1 
ComistonWr.|{ Sept., 22-58) *085|-017)°001|.-744| -762 7124/1-886] 10°4 
SwanstonWr. 1868. | 12°70|-378!-059|-001'--000| 060 011-8901 6°2 
Colinton Wr. | 14°10)-203| -042/-000 -000) -042, 0/0-894} 9-2 
Newcastle .,.|September ..| | 23°40|-287 062\-000 -000] -062, 011588) 13°9 
Loch Katrine|July,Glasgow] | 3-00] -161)-011 “001 000) -012«=—(O} -905| Ov 
Manchester. .\June, 1868...! | 6°20]'183|+009)-006 -025| -039.Ol1-117 37 
Bristol ...... Feb., 1369—| | z= ee 
Water-Works 28°66)*160|-017|-001 ~203} -221 17201°3" [24-46 
Dublin ...... April, 1869—) | | | foul 
Water supply 6°34) -238)°024)-001 °000) -025 0/1°24 | 2°97 
Norwich.....|Sept., 1868—| | | | 
Norwich w.s.| | 28°18}"227/-055)-000 -000| -055 0 .2-631}23-68 
Thames water|April 27, 1869, | | 
filtered.... pane es | 
mid-stream | 
atlowwater| | 30°35|"455/°075|-032 °181| -282. 1750/1-95 |29°7 
athighwatr| | 92°85|-540/-122/-025 +394) -537 3830'31°5 [23-9 
Artesian well|May 6, 1869— | ; eR Wa 
water ..... Trafalgar Sq. 83°4 |*150|-012]-070 -000| -07@ 260'16-55| 5°92 
Deep Chalk.|June, 1869~— | | 
well water.) Royal Mint. 83°96|"195)-025|-060 *000] 074 170,18-92|17-48 
Deep well wr.|July, 1869— | me ak 
Barclay’s B.|12°1 73°3 |-085/-008)-060 000] -057/ 170,14-08) 7-33 
Column 1 2 3| 4 Si inv’|*® o |) 12 




















The numbers in columns 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 all relate to 100,000 
parts of the waters: The table is to be read thus: The Chelsea Company’s 
water collected on the 8rd of September, at the Horse Guards cab rank, had a 
temperature of 16°1° Cent.; 100,000 lbs. of it contained 25°24 lbs. of solid 
impurity; the organic matter, constituting a portion of this impurity, con- 
tained -087.1b. of carbon and °016 lb. of nitrogen. This solid impurity also 
contained °163 1b. of nitrogen in the form of nitrates and nitrites, and no 
ammonia, whilst the total amount of combined nitrogen in every form was 
*178.1b.. The above quantity of water supplied by the Chelsea Company 
had been, after its descent to the earth as rain, contaminated with sewage 
or manure matter equivalent to 1310 lbs. of average filtered London sewage. 
By gradual oxidation, partly in the pores of the soil, partly in the Thames 
and its tributaries, and partly in the reservoirs, filters, and conduits of the 
company, this sewage contamination had been converted into innocuous in- 
/ organic compounds before its delivery to consumers. The above quantity of 
Water also contained 1°7 1b. of chlorine. Finally, 100,0001bs. of the Chelsea 
Company’s water contained 21-5 lbs. of carbonate of lime, or an equiva- 
4) lent quantity of othersoap-destroying ingredients.—I have, &c., E. FRANK- 
| VAND.—The Registrar-General, &c.”’ 














West Ham Gas Company.—An extraordinary of the shareholders 
in the above company was held on Monday week, at the company’s — 
pursuant to a requisition signed by 20 share The directors . 
were Captain R. W. Pelly, RN. (Chairman), C. W. Tanner, Esq,, ( ta 
chairman), Antonio Brady, Esq., J. F. Nicholson, Esq,, Joh Meeson, Sp 
and Rickman Godlee, Esq., and nearly 50 shareholders attended. Ita circular 
addressed to the proprietary by the chairman. on behalf of the board of 
directors, the convening of the meeting was repudiated as being uncalled for 
_ sentenaets apm of the compeny. being Bag aed the inspection of 

e shareholders ays immedia receding -yearly meetings. 
The chairman having opened the proceeding, a long and somewhat animated 
discussion ensued. On the part of the directors, who courted inquiry, it was 
emphatically stated the latter had invariably manifested an earnest desire to 
promote the interests of the proprietary. It.was asserted an animus had been 
shown by the promoters of the requisition that might possibly be construed 
into a feeling of mistrust. A ution was moved on the part of’ the re- 
quisitionists, when 20 votes were recorded for and 14 against; the board 
holding 2030 proxies, while those held by the requisitionists amounted to only 
317. e latter then withdrew the whole of their resolutions, when the 
chairman invited five shareholders to inspect the books. A vote of thanks 
and confidence in the board of directors was then unanimously passed,. 


Proposep PurcHasE OF THE RoTHERHAM Gas-Works.—At the last 
meeting of the local board, the special committee appointed to consider the 
proposal to purchase the rights and property of the Rotherham Gas Company 
reported that, on the motion of Mr. Morgan, seconded by Mr. Rising, they 
had passed the following resolution :—‘‘ That this committee recommend to 
the board that negotiations be opened with the gas company for the pur- 
chase of the gas-works, and that the clerk be instructed to apply to the os 
company to ascertain if they are ns * to dispose of their in, Fg and 
terms upon which they would do so.”” The minute was adopted. 

Lewes Water-Works Company.—The annual meeting of the proprietors 
of this company was held at’ the White Hart Hotel, on Monday, Sept. 27. 
The report stated that there was the sum of £752 4s. 9d. left for appropria- 
tion. Great satisfaction was expressed at the state the company was in, and 
the report was unanimously adopted. It was unanimously resolved that a 
preferential dividend of 5 per cent. be paid to the respective shareholders upon 
the account of stock held by them; and that a dividend of £6 per cent. be 
paid to the shareholders upon the amount of their respective old and new 
shares, such dividend to be payable for seven months only on the first call, and 
for four months on the second call, paid up in respect of the new shares, After 
the re-election of Messrs. C. Parsons and John Figg as auditors, with a 
gratuity of two guineas each, the three retiring directors were re-elected, and 
a gratuity of fifty guineas granted to the directors. 

SHorEHAM.—A meeting of this company was recently held at: the Town- 
Hall, ae Wm. ee —_ > receive a report —- 
directors. By the report it a that the preliminary arrangements 
in. March, 1868, with A. 0. Bridger, Esq., for the water for the purposes of 
the company to be taken from a spring upon that gentleman’s estate, could 
not be carried out, and also that Colonel Carr Lloyd had declined an’ applica- 
tion for a portion of property near the “‘ Pad”’ at Lancing for the company’s 

urpose. The report concluded by a recommendation that, as the company 
been misled, and had ineurred great unn expenses in connexion 
with the Spring Dyke, “‘ application be made to liament, in the next 
session, for an Act to enable your directors to carry out the projected 
and give them power to purchase the Spring. Dyke.”” The directors rej 
was adopted, and a resolution for applying to Parliament to obtain com- 
pulsory powers to purchase the land in question was unanimously carried. 

AsHiIneTon WatER Suppiy.—The following are a few of the interesting 
results, within the past three or four weeks, of the sinking of wells om the 
Norton tube principle. Two tubes’ have ‘been sunk for the Duke of Norfolk— 
one to the depth of 40 feet, at Ashington, which gives.a full supply at within 
10 feet of the surface; and the other at Washington, 63 feet down, the water 
flowing to within 43 feet of the-surface. A tube has been sunk at Midhurst 
for Lady Watson, to the depth of 1374 feet, the water (of the ey ee | 
rising to within 24 feet of the surface. A tube has been sunk at Fittlew 
to a depth of 33 feet; the water flowed fountain-like to 10 feet above the 
surface, and so continues. A well belonging to Mr. Constable, at Chichester, 
giving an insufficient supply, and of an inferior quality, has been penetrated 
17 feet lower, through ground almost i icable by ordinary and 
an inexhaustible supply of pure water obtained. A tube has been sunk for 
the Hon. H. Brand, at Glynde, on ground 60 feet above the ordinary level, to 
a depth of 50 feet, and an abundant supply has been got, which, after reaching 
a depth of 38 feet, flowed to within 11 feet of the surface. 

West Kent Gas Company.—The ordinary general meeting of the share- 
holders of this company was held at the company’s offices, No. 19, Southwark 
Bridge Road, on Monday, Sept. 27, J. J. Stevens, Esq.,in the chair. The 
report of the directors sated that the accounts for the half year ending 
June 30 proved that the rental for gas increased annually in a greater ratio 
than was contemplated in the estimates on which the company was formed. 
The profits were steadily increasing, and the directors had pleasure in recom- 
mending a dividend at the rate of 4 4 cent., free of income-tax, to be paid 
to the shareholders out of the half year’s profits, which, with the 3} per 
cent. paid last year, made 7} per cent. for the-year ending June 30, and 
left a balance of £146 17s. 6d. to be carried forward to the next account. 
The directors, in accordance with the terms of the original agreement, had 
allotted to Mr. Stevens the 385 shares which were reserved for him, con- 
tingent on the net earnings of the company amounting to a sum equal to 7} 
per cent. per annum on the paid-up capital. The 273 shares remaining at 
the — pte been allot = — All = = of the 
original capital of the company were therefore disposed of. The engineer 
reported that the works and mains were in good working condition, and 
capable of supplying the increased demand during the ensuing winter. 

TESTIMONIAL TO Mr. H. T, Everist.—On the evening of the Ist inst., 
the employes of the Kidderminster Gas Company met together, to present 
Mr. H. T. Everist, the ——— (who is leaving to take aresponsible post at 
Redhill, in Surrey), with a handsome testimonial, which consisted of a 
Russian leather dressing-case, fitted with every requirement, and accom- 

anied by the following address :—‘‘ We, the undersigned employés of the 
idderminster Gas ——s many of whom have known you for a long 
iod, cannot hear of you being removed from among us without express- 
ing our deep regret at the approaching loss, and, at the same time, our 
wishes that many years of usefulness and happiness may be extended to 
you in the new sphere you are about.to.enter. As some token of our 
respect'and regard, we beg your acceptance of the small t which acoom- 
panies this. Signed by.twenty-four of the employés of the couipany.” By 
the persevering attention that Mr. Everist bas always sbown to his d 
combined with the uniform civility and kindness of manner, be bas acq 
the regard and esteem of all who knew him, who deeply regret hie departure, 
and entertain the best wishes for his future welfare. 
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RBegtister of New Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 
2775.—JOHN FAULKNER, of the city of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, 
for “Improvements in exhausting, drawing, or draining the gas from 
coal and coal mines.” Sept. 24, 1869. 
2805.—RoBert HarLow, 0 Heaton Norris, in the co, of janenier, brass- 
founder, for ‘‘ Improvements in valves or cocks.”’ Sept. 27, 186 
2809.—Joun RICHARDSON Wicnam, of Albany House, rs 9 in the 
co. of Dublin, Ireland, for ‘Improvements in the means and apparatus 
employed in illuminating buoys, beacons, lighthouses, and other establish- 
ments or localities, a improvements are partly applicable to other 
purposes.” Sept. 27, 1 
2814.— WILL1AM Guicceaes’ of the United University Club, Suffolk Street, 
in the co. of Middlesex, ot 8 IB a “An improved " method of and 
means for ventilating.” Sept. 28 
2836,—ALEXANDER FarRLiEz yey re Parad, in Brazil, but at present 
yo at 3, Victoria Street, in the city of Westminster, engineer, for 
ovements in the mode of and baggy for utilizing waste heat 


2866.—RicHARD BRoaDBENT, of 11, Islington, Birmingham, in the co. of 
— gas engineer, for “ Improvements in gas-governors.”” Oct. 2, 
2897 —Sauine Farron, of Ashton-under-Lyne, in the co. of Lancaster, 
» for “* Impr ts in the construction of cocks or taps. * 





Oct. 6, 1869.” 
2900.—Joun WILLIAM Powe Lt, of East Lane, Bermondsey, i in oe co, of 
Surrey, brassfounder, for ‘An tmproved valve-cock.’”’ Oct. 6, 
2916.—Witi1am Epwarp New TON, of 66, Chancery Lane, i in ‘he co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘*4n improved. form of wheel for propelling 
ships, and applicable 7, pa eons for raising or forcing water.” A 
communication. Oct. 7, 1 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 
2534.—HENRY PALFREY STEPHENSON, of 15, Abingdon Street, in the city 
of Westminster, civil engineer, EvcExe GEorcE BARTHOLOMEW, of 1, 
p= apne Villas, York Road, Upper Holloway, in the co. of Middlesex, 
civil engineer, and Ropert Kina, of 8, St. Mary Axe, in the Cit 
London, civil y age “gh for “ Improvements in lighting and actinguiohing | | 
gas-lamps.” Aug. 26, 1 r 








from th the furnaces of sccctiastdhuid Sept. 30, 1869. 


2731.—ALFRED ames of | Newgate Street, in the City of London, brass 
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Anglo-Romano ... 
Bahia (Limited) . . . 
Do., preference . 
Do., do., redeemable. 
Bombay Limited) 
Do., third issue ° 
British’ ee 
(Norwich, Hul -Sculcoates, Han- 
ley, Tunstall & Shelton [Pot- 
teries], Trowbridge, & Holy- 
well. 
Chartered . 
TMs 265 se co} eucleils 
City of London, A shares 
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Do., new shares ; 
Do., new shares , 
Do., bonds . 

Imperial Continental a 
(Amsterdam, Berlin, Ghent, Han- 
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Vienna.) 
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London . ° 
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Do., Ist preference stock 
Do., ” ond preference stock . .| 
Nictheroy, Brazil (Limited) . .| 
Malta and Mediterranean (Limited) 
Do., preference 
Oriental (Calcutta) 
Do., new shares 
Ottoman (Limited) . 
Para (Limited). . ° 
Pheniz . a a a 
Do., new 
Do. wi ie 
Ratcliff . 
Rio de Janeiro (Limited) 
Singapore (Limited) 
Do., preference 
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Do., new shares 
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Victoria Docks 
Wandsworth and ‘Putney 
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Western (Limited) A shares 
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Do., D shares . 
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Do., new shares . . 
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CASTINGS.—Per Ton. 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. 
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WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, 
Subject to 60 per cent. Discount. 
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Patent Welded Tubes, from 2 to 14feet— 
TOOT . sees se eeeeeceseceses 

Ditto ditto, from 12 in. ‘to: 234 in. each .- 

Long Screws, from 12 in. upwards. 

Bends and Springs 

Square Elbows ,equalorreducing; 

Elbows, 5 per cent. extra 

Tees. wrought or CABLeceeseee 
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FREIGHTS. 
Coastwise—Newcastle.—Fer Ton : — 
Chatham and Rochester ° 


GAS COALS.—Per Jon, 
Newcastle.— Unscreened :— 
Haswells, Nettlesworth Primrose, s.d. 
and South Pelaw. 
Felling, Framwell Gate, North Pei- 
ton, Redheugh Main, Walker's 
Primrose, West Wear, ‘and Whit- 
wellPrimrose..... sere 
Burnhope, Craghead, Charlaw, Der- 
went, East Castle, Edmondsley, 
Eighton Moor, Hartlepoo] Pelaw, 
Holmside, Lambton’s Gas, Lan- 
chester Pelaw, Medomsley ,Mick- 
ley, New Pelaw, Pelaw Main ,Ra- 
vensworth, Seaham, South Moor 
Pelton, South Leverson, Townley 
Main, "Tyne Main, West Pelaw, 
Wearmouth Hutton,and Witton. 
Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- 
dridge, West Garesfield, and West 
POltOR. occccccecccscccccccsccece . 
Brancepeth, Dean’s Primrose, Ton 
donderry Gas,New Pelton, Pelton, 
South Peareth, Stella, ‘Urpeth. 
Washington Hutton, and West 
Leverson 
Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel. eoccccece 
Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool) ...... 
Scotch Cannel:— 
Boghead—at Bo'ness, 47s. €d.; at nar 
Muirkirk ......++- oe 
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Capeldrae, Ist quality (at ditto) .... 
Ditto, 2nd ditto (at saad. 
Cowdenbeath . ° 
Lesmahago(at Glasgow). coccceseeee 
Ditto (at Granton)..-+-csssccseeees 
APNIGtON...-seccsceseesees 
Wemyss, f.0.b., 
Haywood, ‘Wilsontown (atGranton). 
Pirnie , or Methill.. 
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Bo’ness Cannel os Bo’ness) 


Exeter Quay 
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| London (from Leith) . 
London (P. 
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Whitstable .. 
Weymouth 
Foreign.—Per Keel 
Barcelona 
Bordeaux 
| Boulogne and Calais 
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founder, for ‘‘ Improvements in water-taps and cistern apparatus for pre- 
venting the waste of water and for cleaniliness.”” Sept. 20, 1869. 

2739.—Henry Cockery and Francis Curistoruer Cocxey, of Frome Sel- 
wood, in the co. of Somerset, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for scurjing 
retorts.” Sept. 21, 1869. 

2751.—Evocu Hitt, of Longton, in the co. of Stafford, engineer, for ** Jm- 
provements tn slide-valves.”’ Sept. 22, 1869. 

2752.—Rozrert RENTON Grsss, of Liverpool, in the co. of Lancaster, engi- 
neer, for ‘* Improvements in pumps, vacuum-pumps, and blast-engines, 
and in lubricators for the same, which are also applicable to other lubri- 
cating purposes.” Sept. 22, 1869. 





NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

1477.—Isaac StorEy and Jonn Henry Srorey, both of Manchester, in 
the co. of Lancaster, brassfounders, and Henry Lea, mechanical engi- 
neer, and Tuomas LANE, civil engineer, both of Birmingham, in the co. 
of Warwick, for ‘“‘ Improvements in means for controlling the discharge of 
water from stand-pipes drinking-fountains, and bail-taps or valves.” 
May 14, 1869. 

1629.—JoHuN Snapz, of Mountain Ash, near Aberdare, South Wales, me- 
chanical engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in pumps.” May 27, 1869. 


applicable to union joints.”” June 2, 1869. 

1872.—Joun GARRETT TonGuz, of the firm of Tongue and Birkbeck, of 34, 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, Middlesex, patent agents and 
engineers, for “‘The production of novel and ornamental effects in the 
manufacture of articles of glass, applicable to various ornamental and 
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1697.—Joun F.LEtcHeER, of Ashton-under-Lyne, in the co. of Lancaster, | 
brassfounder and finisher, for ‘“An improvement in steam and other cocks, | 





Advertisements. 





other objects ; and to lamp-shades, globes, reflectors, or other transparent 


or semi-transparent articles made of glass; and in means or apparatus 


employed for the above purpose.’ A communication. June 18, 1869. 


2264.—Bristow Hunt, of 1, Serle Street, Lincoln’s Inn, in the co, of 


” A communica- 


Middlesex, gentleman, for ‘‘ Improvements in valves. 
tion. July 26, 1869. 
2346.—BENJAMIN JosEPH BARNARD Mir, of 35, Southampton Buildings, 
in the co. of Middlesex, patent agent, for “ Improvements in meters for 
measuring liquids and gases.” A communication, Aug, 5, 1869. 
2751.—Enocu Hit, of Longton, in the co. of Stafford, engineer, for “‘ Jm- 
provements in slide-valves.”” Sept. 22, 1869. 





PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 

2434.—Joun Mortimer Heppet, ‘Improvements in fluid-meters, also ap- 
plicable to pumps and water-pressure engines.” Sept. 21, 1866. 

2451.—Witt1am Epwarp Newron, ‘ Improvements in machinery or appa- 
ratus for filtering liquids.” Sept. 24, 1866. 

2469.—WiLu1aM Ropert Lake, “ Jmprovements in steam-pumps.”’ Sept. 
25, 1866 

2485.—Joun Henry Jounson, “ Improvements in taps or cocks for water 
and other fiuids.” Sept. 26, 1866. 

2496.—ALFRED Vincent NEWTON, ‘An improvement in the process of dis- 
tilling petroleum and other oils.”” Sept. 27, 1866. 

2525.—Pavut Rapsey Hones, * Certain improvements in apparatus for the 
filtration of fluids.” Oct. 1, 1866 











TO GAS COMPANIES. 
MANAGER or SECRETARY, by a person 


main and service-pipe laying and erection of fittings. 
t ials as to ch ter, &c. 
Address T. Larron, Gas Office, Reppitcx. 








PURIFIERS FOR SALE. 


WwW ANTED, an appointment, as A Set of Four Cast-Iron Purifiers, 8 ft. 

square, with wrought-iron lids, wrought-iron 

who, in addition to the manufacture of gas and its | centre-valve in cast-iron case, wood sieves, connecting- 

distribution, is capable of taking the management of | pipes, and lifting apparatus complete, and nearly new. 

If preferred, Cockey’s patent centre-valve, or cast- 
iron sieves, in place of above. 

For particulars, apply to G. Porter, Manager, Gas 
and Water Works, CARLISLE. 


A Douceur of 100 guineas will be 
given by the Advertiser (who is practically ac- 
quainted with the manufacture and distribution of gas) 





of a work where the annual make is not less than 
8,000,000 cubic feet. Highest references and security 
to any amount. The strictest secrecy may be tho- 
roughly relied on. 

Address B. O. A. Z., Post-Office, Brsnorscats 
Street Witnovt. 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 


WANTED, by a married Man,a| TURNER & ALLEN’S 
NEW DESIGNS 


situation as WORKING MANAGER. Can 

lay mains, services, fix and take meters, and do all 
repairs. First-class references can be given. 

Address J. Dunn, Post-Office, Withycombe, Devon. 





TO MANAGERS OF GAS-WORKS. 
ANTED, by a thoroughly ex- 


perienced Man, a situation as METER IN- 
SPECTOR or COLLECTOR, or the two conjointly. 
Character unimpeachable. Can give security. 
Address Atpua, care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Freer Street, E.C. 


WANTED, immediately, a Man to 


take charge of Gas-Works in Brazil. No one 
need apply unless he has had charge of a gas establish- 
ment, and is well acquainted with the manufacture 
and distribution of gas, and the best mode of keeping 
gas accounts. A preference will be given to one having 
a practical knowledge of gas-fittings. 

Address, by letter only, stating age, present and 
former engagements, and ealary required, to Gas 
EncrneER, United Kingdom Electric Telegraph Com- 
pany, 238, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, Lonpox, 
not later than the 20th inst. 











GAS MANAGER. 
HE Bromsgrove Gas Company 


FOR having entered into = somngurant for the sale 
. of their Works, are very desirous of forwarding the 
Plain & Ornamental | interest of their MANAGER, Mr. John Hawkins, by 
LAMP-POSTS, recommending him toa similar SITUATION, which 
they can confidently do in every respect. 
DWARF GAS PILLARS, Application to be made either to him or to the Pro- 
LAMP BRACKETS, prietors, Messrs. THoMas AND DiPPLR, BROMSGROVE; 
or, by permission, to T. G. Bartow, Esq., Gas Engi- 





CANDELABRA, neer, 42, Parliament Street, Lonpox. 
GAS-LAMPS, LANTERNS 7 
&e., For SALE, a Condenser, with 10 
PUBLIC FOUNTAINS, 6-in. pipes and bottom box complete; a cast- 


iron Purifier, 5 ft. square by 4 ft. deep; wrought-iron 
GARDEN FOUNTAINS, Roof, 19 ft. Gin. span, 14 principals; 35 a. of 2 Sy. 
draulic Main, in 5 pieces; 15 15-in. Circular tort 

DRINKING FOUNTAINS, Mouthpieces; 10 124-in. D Retort Mouthpieces; and 
BRONZED STATUES 10 cast-iron Buekstaves, 10 ft. long. Ascension, Bridge, 
, and Dip-Dipes, Retort-Lids, Furnace Doors and 








VASES, &c. | Frames, Screws, and Cross-Bars, &c. 
Improved Figures for | Wee Wen Cow to Tus. Giius, Manager, Gas- 
Numbering Street. | 
Lamps. 


T° BE SOLD, a Gas-Work complete, 


with one or two Holders of 10,000 feet each, a 
6-in. Drum-Valve capable of working 4 purifiers, and 


CompLetTr PATTERN 
AND Paice Book, 





W ANTED, by the Advertiser, a 
situation as MANAGER of a small gas-work. 
Understands laying mains and services, fixing and 
taking meters. Can do any repairs on a gas-work, in- 
cluding smith’s work. First-class testimonials. 
Address A. B., 6, Highland Terrace, WincnesTER. 





TURNER AND ALLEN, 
Engineers, Founders, §c., 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


all other apparatus connected with the works. A 
great portion of the works are nearly new, and no gas- 
works have been working more satisfactorily than the 
above, and will be required a few weeks longer upon 
the present site. 

Any further information will be given on application 
to the Manager, Mr. B. Wixson, Ilkeston, near Nor- 


3s. 6d. in Stamps. 








wan TED, by a thoroughly practical 


abroad, with a knowledge of gas manufacture, distri- 
bution, &c., a situation as MANAGER or SUB- 
ENGINEER. 

Address G. A. S., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Freer Srreer, E.C. 








TO GAS CHEMISTS AND ENGINEERS. 


[THE London Gas Referees, appointed 
by the Board of Trade, are ready to EXAMINE 
any NEW PROCESSES for Purifying Gas, especially 
with reference to Sulphur Compounds other than 
Sulphuretted Hydrogen. 
23, New Srreet, Sprinc GARDENS, LoNDON. 








TO TAR, NAPHTHA, AND AMMONIA 
MANUFACTURERS. 


[HE Directors of the Warrington Gas- 


light and Coke Company are prepared to receive 


ture, which insures that 
the burners shall be pre- 
cisely similar in pattern, 


TENDERS for the purchase of the surplus TAR and 

AMMONIACAL LIQUOR cc hen ae at their Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. Sunset to Eleven p.m., from the lst of October next to 

works, for a period of One, Three, or Five years, from Patertee and Sole Manufacturer, S. Lkont, 34, St. | the lst of June, 1870, or for a term of Three, Five, or 
Ist day of December next. Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. Seven years, except the months of June and July, and 


UNIVERSAL PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


Engineer, having had experience at home and | PRIZE MEDAL in Class 24—Heating and Lighting— 
for Leoni’s Patent Gas-Burners and Gas-Stoves. 





—— metropolis, and comprise spacious shops with show- 


EONI’S Patent Adamas 
GAS-BURNERS are entirely free 
from liability to Corrosion, Injury from 
Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- 
alterable in the dimensions of their Aper- 
tures. Uniformity in the consumptionof 
gas is obtained by the process of manufac- 


TINGHAM. 
Oct. 5, 1869. 





TO GAS ENGINEERS, FURNISHING IRON- 
MONGERS, & OTHERS. 


T° BE DISPOSED OF, by Private 
Contract, the BUSINESS of a Gas Engineer, 
thoroughly well established, with a high reputation 
and large and lucrative results. The premises are 
situate in one of the leading thoroughfares of the 





rooms, having a large frontage to the street. About 
£4000 required. Easy terms can be arranged for pay- 
ment. 

For further particulars apply to Mesers. Furrer, 
Horsey, Son, anv Co., 11, Billiter Square, E.C. 














LITTLEHAMPTON LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 


tHE Local Board of Health for the 
district of Littlehampton are willing to receive 
TENDERS for the supply of GAS or other illuminating 
power to light the 57 public lamps in the district from 








four nights before and three after full moon, at per 





Of Tar, the quantity will be about 130,000 gallons, 
and of Ammoniacal Liquor, 140,000 gallons per annum. 
Separate tenders, under seal, stating price per ton, to 


Austins, W before Th 
day, the 14th inst.” eT ae HG 
; Fustioulers and conditions of contracts may be in- 

at the Com k . a 
ne vent He pany’s Aa _The lowestfor any 





8 James Parerson, Manager, 
Gas Company’s Offices, Merse Street, 
Warrington, Oct. 1, 1969 








be sent to Be in Pi i E Chai F. SIMMONDS, Senr., 
Directors, St. Sane we a 221, KINGSLAND ROAD, addressed to the Chairman, J. H. Canpy, Esq., on or 


RETORT & BOILER SETTER 


For the Chartered Gaslight Company, Brick Lane and z 

Curtain Road Stations, and numerous Gaslight lowens or day Canter 
Companies, London and Provincial. 

NO CONNEXION WITH ANY OTHER RETORT SETTER. | 

. Estimates given with or without materials. 


lamp or per 1000 cubic feet of gas, either to light and 
extinguish or otherwise. 
Sealed tenders to be delivered at the Clerk’s Office, 


before Monday, the Ist of November next. 
The Board do not bind themselves to accept the 


Further particulars relating thereto on application 
to the Board’s Surveyor, Mr. J. A. Snewin. 











to any gentleman who can procure for him the lease || 














Rosert Frencu, Clerk. 
Sept. 24, 1869. 
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This day (July 10th) is published, 


AILEY’S ILLUSTRATED INVEN- 
TIONS, with Illuminated Cover and over 300 
Engravings, Price ls. 

This book is replete with information, and prices of 
many well-known as well as perfectly new inventions, 
interesting to all in the mechanical trades, as well as 
corporations, governments, gas managers, private 
gentlemen, and shopkeepers. 

Post free in the United Kingdom, 1s. 

Joun Battery and Co., Albion Works, Salford, Lan- 

GASHIRE. 


“FIVE MINUTES’ TALK 


ABOUT 


GAS” 


Is intended to be given by Gas Companies to ‘their 
Customers, It is hoped the advice it contains may be 
the means of correcting mistakes and preventing acci- 
dents ; and also of assisting the Officers in some of the 
most difficult of their duties. 

Price—1000 copies, £1 17s. 6d.; 500 copies, £1 1s. 6d.; 
any smaller number, at 5s. per 100. 

When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title and 
address of the Company will be printed on the first 
page without charge. Any greater number by special 
agreement as to price. 

Apply to J. O. N. Rurrer, Black Rock, Brienton. 








RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 
Just Published, Foap. 8vo., pp.71, sewed, price 6d., 


APVAN TAGES of GAS in PRIVATE 
HOUSES, 
A Hanpy Book ror Gas CONSUMERS: 
TELLING THEM WHAT TO DO, 
AND WHAT NOT TO DO, 
By J. O. N. RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
A new and revised edition, and the 196th thousand. 
Lonpon: 
Virtugz Brotuers anv Co., 26, Ivy Lang, PaTER- 
NOSTER Kow, and all Booksellers. 1866. 
For distribution by gas companies, the price is 
£12 12s. per 1000 copies, and £1 10s. per 100. 


Crown 16mo, pp. 20, 


AS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: 
Its Uses, CONVENIENCES, AND Economy. 
A revised and enlarged edition, and the 57th thousand, 
Price—1000 copies, £3 10s.; 500 copies, £1 17s. 6d. 
any smaller number at 8s. 6d. per 100. 
hen 1000 copies are ordered, the official title, scale 
of prices, and other information relating to the busi- 
ness of the Company, will be printed on the covers 
without extra charge. 
All orders and inguiries for the last-mentioned 
edition to be addressed to the AUTHOR, Black Rock, 
BRIGHTON. 





W. J. SIMMONDS, 
Retort and Boiler Setter and Contractor for Gas-Works 
in general, 
7x, SOUTH STREET, NEW NORTH ROAD, 
Istineron, Lonpon, N. 


Upwards of 16 years Retort Setter to the Chartered 
Gas Company, Brick Lane and Curtain Road Statiens. 

Materials supplied on reasonable terms if required, 
or labour only. 

No connexion with any other Retort Setter. 

N.B.—Orders to be addressed as above. 





TO GAS ENGINEERS AND FITTERS, 
Every Description of 


GAS LANTERNS & REFLECTOR LAMPS 
For Shop Windows kept in Stock. 
W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, Lonpon, W. 
Established 1820. 


GyASmaking Apparatus to be Disposed 


of, in good working condition, large enough to 
supply 600 lights. 
Apply at 8, Marsden Square, MANCHESTER. 


C. & W. WALKERS’ 
WOOD SIEVES FOR PURIFIERS. 


These justly celebrated Sieves, with bevel bars and 
hard-wood side frames, have been extensively made by 
Messrs. Walker for over seven years, and their ad- 
vantages and durability are fully established. Messrs, 
Walker make them in very large quantities, having 
mills and machinery specially laid out for them, pro- 





DGE’S Patent for Removing the 
CARBONACEOUS INCRUSTATIO: from 
GAS-RETORTS. 
For particulars and terms, apply to E. Gopparp, 
Sole Agent, Gas-Works, Ipswicz. 





TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


. W. H. BENNETT, ‘having had 
considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention may 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 
Patents completed, or proceeded with at any stage, 


ducing them at the most moderate cost. thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 
Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 
Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JouRNAL oF 
Gas LIGHTING, &c.] 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, 
DONNINGTON, NEAR NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 
8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C. 











HENRY F. WILLEY, 
GAS ENGINEERING WORKS, 


BARTHOLOMEW STREET, EXETER, 
MANUFACTURER OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 


Invites particular attention to his 


GAS-METER DEPARTMENT, 


Where he manufactures both WET and DRY METERS, several hundred-of which are in use in many 
Gas- Works in England, Ireland, and Wales. 

These Meters have received the highest praise from many eminent Gas Engineers, for their excel- 
lenee of manufacture, superiority of workmanship, and accuracy of register. They are warranted to 
measure correctly and not to vary. Every Meter manufactured by him maintained in perfect repair 
for a period of jive years. All bear the Government stamp. 


GAS-FITTING DEPARTMENT. 


A variety of very beautiful and choice patterns and designs adapted for any character of buildings, 
including MEDIA:VAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c.; Soatene STAR PENDANTS for 
ASSEMBLY ROOMS, &c.; CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, &c. 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT. 


Every description of GAS APPARATUS, comprising GASHOLDERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, RETORTS, SLIDE-VALVES, and every article apper- 
taining to Gas- Works. 

Gas Companies advised on Improvements, Extensions, and Alteration of Works. 

*,* The very best material and workmanship guaranteed, and at prices bearing a favourable com- 
parison with any House in the Kingdom. 


TO GAS COMPANIES & LOCAL BOARDS. 


KEEN’S PATENT DOUBLE-CLIP STREET-LAMP 


Is introduced to the notice of the above as being more efficient and economical 
than any yet produced, and possessing the following advantages :— 

The glass is easily secured by the Clips instead of putty, which gives free- 
dom for expansion and contraction, thus removing all liability of fracture, 
and ‘the frame being protected by the Clips, gives a finished appearance to 
the Lamp, and ensures its durability. 

For particulars of price, &c., apply to 


BRACE, BRACE, & CO., 
11, RED LION COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 











LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 





PATENTED MARCH il, 1869. 
IMPROVED TIN-PLATE CASED DRY GAS-METERS, 


WITH SPECIAL FACILITIES FOR ADJUSTING AND REPAIRS, 
The principal parts of the mechanism being accessible by the removal of a single screw.) 


FULLERTON, 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS. 
Consumers Wet and Dry Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron Cases, Station-Meters, 


DRAWINGS ON APPLICATION. 


SON, * CO., EDINBURCH, 


Gas Apparatus, &c. 
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Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 
¢2 Taz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awanpxd 


ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 
CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE, 
WareEnovuse—8l, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 





INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862, CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
| PIRE-ERICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 ann 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, ILONDON,S.E., 
Dspridt fer STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in, to 4 in. diameter and upwards, 














Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-Burnens, Comss, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 

INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-MAINs, 

WASHERS for Gas and Stream JoINTs. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzAM-ENGINRS. 

PACKING (Elastic) for SrgAM-ENGINES. 


FLANGE TUBING, for excluding 
Draughts and Dust through ( Y 
Winvows, Doors, and Gass id 
CasEs, UZ 

Section. 
Illustrated Price Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCKE, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E.C. 


Established 1811. 


READY & SON, 
BILSTON STREET BRASS FOUNDRY, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
SUN BURNERS, GAS CHANDELIERS, 
HALL LANTERNS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, 
And every Description of 


GAS-FITTINGS, 
Including 


MEDIEVAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c, 


Large Pattern Books complete, with Book of 
Prices, 7s. 6d. 


D. GRANT & CO., 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS. 


STATION-METERS ANY SIZE, 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, &c, 


GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 
EDINBURGH. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Good 


HOPKINS, GILKES, & CO., 


LIMITED, 
MIDDLESBOROUGH, 


SUPPLY GAS AND WATER PIPES OF EVERY SIZE, 
Plain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 
CAST-IRON RETORTS. 

Castings for Gas-Works of every description. 


EXHAUSTERS, 
Lonpon Orrice: 95, CANNON STREET. 


R°BERrI MACLAREN and CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main oy by 
animproved Patent General lronfounders, En- 
‘gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 
































J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
AND 


JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 





FOR 


GAS-WOoRES, 





Or for any purpose where a good light and safety are 
required. Armstrong’s Safety Lamp has been in use 
in most of the London Gas-Works and other places for 
many years, giving entire satisfaction. Address— 


H. ARMSTRONG, 
43, MANCHESTER STREET, KING’S CROSS, LONDON, 





TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU 
CHANDELIERS; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 
IRON BARREL, compestrien TUBING, 


GAS-FITTINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 








WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, AND PARIS, 








DATA RI aT 
iM ATMLiels de oalp 
p WIL 





Special Designs prepared in petfect accordance with 
architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished for 
the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, 
and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 


GAS MOONS OF THE NEWEST DESIGNS. 
The Patent Gas-Regulator & Purifier reduced 
to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 


Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu 
Chandeliers for 1869, are now complete. 





CITY SHOW-ROOMS & MANUFACTORY, 
‘147, HOUNDSDITCH. 





|W. J. HOLLANDS, 





T RANDOLPH MELLOR (Consult- 
@ ing Engineer to the Oriental Gas Company) is 
prepared to advise Directors of Gas and Water Com- 
panies and Corporations on all subjects connected witt: 
their operations in the Manufacture and Distribution of 
Gas and the Supply of Water. 
127, Leadenhall Street, Lonpon, E.C. 
RICE’S PATENT LAMPLIGHTER 
is recommended to the notice of Gas Companies 
and local authorities as effecting a great saving in the 
consumption of Gas and of public lighting. 
For particulars apply to R. E. Keen, 11, Red Lion 
Court, Fleet Street, London, Sole Agent. Manufac- 
turers, D. Hutert anv Co., 55, High Holborn, Lonpon. 


TAR PURCHASED, 
In Districts contiguous to the Advertiser's Works. 


JOHN CLARKSON MAJOR, 
Tar DuisTrnteR AND MANUFACTURING CHEMIST, 
WOLVERHAMPTON. 

Braxcn Works AT 


NOTTINGHAM, CAMBRIDGE, & BRIGHTON. 

















Superior Quick-Drying Black Varnish for every 
description of Ironwork. Sold in barrels of about 
36 gallons. Delivered free to any station in England 
at ls. 2d. per gallon, cask included. 


((ATHELS'S Patent District Dry Gas- 
~ GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-acting con- 
trivance for regulating the pressures in the higher 
levels of a district. 

For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs, 
Guest anp Cures, RoTmERHAM. 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-way Disc 
GAS-VALVE—onr OF WHICH SERVES AS THREE 
ORDINARY VaLtvEs—is the best Valve for gas-works. 
For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Guest anp CHRIMES, HERHAM. 


ATHELS’S Patent Ribbed Gas Main- 
PIPES cost but about Id. to 2d. per yard (de- 
pending on the size) more than Plain Pipes, and ensure 
PERFECT GAS-TIGHT CONNEXIONS With the Service-Pipes, 
Apply to Messrs. Beaes & Son, 37, Southampton 
Street, Strand, Lonpon. 














IRON MERCHANT, 


$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 58.5. 

Socket, FLaner, Hot-WaTER PIPES, AND ALL 
Connexions; Retorts, HyDRAULIC MAIN, LampP- 
Cotumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CasT- 
INGs AND WrovuGut-IRoN-WorkK For GAS AND 
WaTER-WoORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 

Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and ae, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas.and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
se pgs and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 

op SC. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 


ate attention. 
CHARLES Hors.ey, Agent. 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


HAYMAREET, 
EDINBURGH. 


Established 1840. 











FIRE-CLAY GAS8-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
AND STEAM COALS. 


Witiak FRASER, Inverkeithing 
(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 
were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 
eferences can be given to managers of above a 
hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 
WILiiaM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PARe 
ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at 12s. 
r ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
ist, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


AST-IRON Retorts, Socket-Pipes, 
with Syphons, and all requisite Connexions, Lamp 
Columns, Wrought-Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging and 
Coke Shovels, Iron Foie oo Barrows, Cross Bars, 
Fire Pots, Pumps, and Iron Borings. 
PURIFIERS. CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materials supplied ; and every 
description of goods in use by gas-works, in stock, at 





Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, 








wholesale prices, at 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, U Ground Street, 
LONDON. | 
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ANNEL COAL.—The West York- 
shire Iron and Coal Company, Limited, beg to 
craw the attention of Gas Companies to their Cannel, 
ot which the following is the analysis made by W. 
Huggon, Esq., F.C.8.: 
Yield of gasperton. . . , 10,296 cubic feet. 
Mluminating power rather over 21 sperm candles. 
Yield of coke perton , . , 12cwt. 
The actual working, as reported by one of the largest 
gas companies in Yorkshire, gives results still more 


tavourable, viz— 
Yield ofgas. . . . . . 10,416 cubic feet. 
Illuminating power , 21-89 sperm candles. 
Coke. . . « « «© « «, Thesame. 
We add from the same source the capabilities of the 


common gas coal— 
10,080 cubic feet. 


Bees CLMNGs 8 sb) a (> 
Illuminating power .. , . 14°41 sperm candles. 
° 13 ewt. 


Yield.of Coke . . . 6 
CoLulzrigs—West ARDSLEY, near Lxeps. 
For further particulars, address to the Office of the 
Company, 15, York Place, Lezps. 


OPE & PEARSON’S GAS COAL. 


We have now the authority of several of the most 
eminent Gas Engineers of London in stating that our 
Coal yields in practical working over 10,000 cubic feet 
of fia with an illuminating power of 16 candles. 

ne ton yields 12} ewt. of good coke. This Coal ean 
| be shipped from Hull, Goole, Liverpool, Morecambe, 
and Barrow. 
For further particulars, apply to Pork anp Pearson, 
West Riding and Silkstone Collieries, near LeEps. 


LD WEMYSS CANNEL COAL.— 
| Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 
nating power, 31°75 standard candles. Port of ship- 
ment, Wemyss. 

Analysis and price on application to Mr. Wa. Carry, 
Manager, Wemyss Colliery, Kirkcaldy, Firs. 











CANNEL COAL. 
ESSRS. GRIFFITHS BROTHERS, 


COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 
Beg leave to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
the superior quality of their Cannel for gas-making 
purposes. : 
This Cannel produces in actual working, in iron 
retorts, 9200 cubic feet of 3$2-candle gas, and upwards 
of ll cwt. of coke, and in clay retorts will produce 
11,500 cubic feet of 25°9-candle gas. 
Ports of shipment—Birkenhead or Connah’s Quay. 
bef supplied for delivery by railway to any part 
of England or Wales, 
For particulars, prices, and rates of freight, apply te 
Guirritus Brorners, Coppa Colliery, Mold, Fiint- 
SHIRE. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICES, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
Xe. 


. Se. 
SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 

PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 

GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
and general Castings. Alse 
RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 
aND 

GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 
Lendon Office, 63, Old Broad Street. 











WG 
D Cra 


y Rerorr, 


the last. 





The “‘ Ribs” strengthen the FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, and b 
the more speedy and perfect carbonization of the Coals. 
a These Retorts are now in use at some of the London works, and 
— For Illustrated Circular, with testimonials, &c., apply to 


A. C. FRASER, GAS-WORKS, COLCHESTER. 


D Inon RezertT, 


FRASER’S PATENT RIBBED RETORTS. 


The IRON RIBBED RETORTS are more durable than plain castings, 


and retain their original shape to 


y affording an increased heating surface favour 


in a great number of the provincial gas-works. 








F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 


MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-ROOMS: 


BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTaBLisHEp 1807. 


MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, & LUSTRES FOR GAS & CANDLES. 


TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS. 


CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE & ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS, 








ROBERT DEMPSTER, 


Mae 





Gas Engineer and Contractor, Rose Mount Foundry, Elland, near Halifax. 


BR. D. recommends his Fire-Brick Retorts to Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Companies; they last from 10 to 12 years. 


Tron and Fire-Clay Retorts. 
Annular and Pipe Condensers. 
Scrubbers and Purifiers, all sizes. 
Steam-Engines and Exhausters, 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves. 
Station-Meters and Governors. 
Photometers & Pressure-Gauges, 
Lamp-posts and Brackets. 
Cast-Iron Mains and Syphons, 


Wrought-Iron Tubes, Water 
Tanks, 

Wrought-Iron & Cast-Iron Roofs, 

Gasholders, Single-Lift or Tele- 
scopic. 

Gas Castings of every description. 

Retort Setters and Fitters sent to 
all parts of the country. 

Wood Sieves for Purifiers, 


\, 
oe, 
YL 
4 Plans and Specifications prepared. 


GEORCE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 

PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 
RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves, 
STATION GOVERNORS —the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 

BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 


of Works, post free, 2s. 6d. CNet ‘ ’ 
N.B.—The second edition of this Work, now ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 


verting Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. ‘ ; AB: 
“The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 


pamphlet refers.” —Artizan. 














XIDE OF IROYW, 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (B0G OCHRE), 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the nost 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has givene atire 
satisfaction. 

FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 


BELFAST. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 

Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Seuthwark. 

Office in London, Mr. E. M. Perxrns, 101, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WOEKS, 


FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOFS, 
WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 














REDUCED PRICES 


B. DONKIN & CO.’S 


<A IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
maax. From 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter. 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 
had on application. : 

These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 


VALVES MADE WITH OUTSIDE RACKS TO ORDER. 
ALSO, 


SCREW WATER-VALVES WITH GUN-METAL FACES. 
: B. DONKIN & CO,, 


GENERAL ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDEBRS, 
MAKERS OF STEAM-ENGINES, 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.E. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &e. 


PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given te 
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GEORGE ORME & CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, 
PRESSURE & EXHAUST REGISTERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 

INDICES FOR GAS AND WATER METERS, 
INDICATORS, 
FITTINGS FOR RAILWAY CARRIAGES AND LAMPS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS, STEAM, & WATER FITTINGS, 


ON THE MOST APPROVED PRINCIPLE. 














JOHN WARNER & SONS, 


Bell and Brass Founders to Her Majesty, 
8, CRESCENT, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, E.C, 





WARNEBRBS’ 
PATENT QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE OR GAS VALVE, 


Ali the advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are 
obtained at much less cost, and the liability to set fast 
and get out of order entirely obviated. 

Particulars of the Quadrant Valve, also of Hydraulic 
Machinery, High or Low Pressure Cocks, Water- 
Closets, Gas-fitting in all its branches, and general 
Plumbers Brass-work, can be obtained upon appli- 
cation. 


SCHOLL’S 
PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby:— 


1} * The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Price ls. each for Fish-tail Burners. 


To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ir gers, and wholesale of 


JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET 
LONDON, W. 
1} Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on eceipt of Twelve stamps. 


*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, 
| will be shortly published. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 

GAS ENGINEEBS, 

Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, anp 

2, KING EDWARD STREET, 

{| NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 
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Gas - Meter, Gas 





| Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 
Also 





ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. 
For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, N, 
_ SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, 


CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &c. 
MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, 
AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS. 


Iron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 


8 C. & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, 
| Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &c. &c. 
th 


PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 
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| durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
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HARRIS AND PEARSON, 


HE HUCKNALL COLLIERY 
COMPANY can offer a CANNEL COAL yielding 
a large quantity of Gas of superior quality. 
Prices and information on application tothe HuckNa.. 
Cottrery Company, Hucknall ‘orkard Collieries, near 
NorrincHam. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


J. KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the von 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can_be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Suaqa and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 








TWENTY YEARS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE, 


EDWIN BENTLEY, 
RETORT SETTER, 
29, LOWER HOPE STREET, HALIFAX, 
YORKSHIRE. 

Fire-Clay and Iron Retorts, Double and Single 
Grooved Brick Retorts, of every description. 

Bentley’s Improved D Brick Segment Retorts, 5 or 3 
in one bed, 

Testimonials and references on application. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
Wen Lock Inon Works, 
21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 
Mr. Pewny having had a large experience in the 
construction, al tion, an ag t of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining | 
thereto. Me also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, | 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and | 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. | 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. | 


B, CARPENTERS 


IMPROVED 
WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS, 
WORKS: 


STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, || 
LONDON, N. | 


The above Sieves are used by the principal Gas Com- | 
panies in London and the country. ‘Their utility, 























14, JOHN 


perior to all others. 

Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 





STOURBRIDGE. 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, GAS-RETORTS, AND FIRE-CLAY G00DS 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
Orders of any magnitude, for home and exportation, 
ted with all ible despatch. 
N.B.—A quantity of Retorts in stock. 
Circulars, l5in. and 16in. Ovals, 20 in. by 14in. 
D’s, 15x13, 1612, 18x14, 2016, 2114, 24x14. 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SONS, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON, 














PATENTEES OF THE 
HIGH-PRESSURE EQUILIBRIUM BALL VALVES 
AND DIAPHRAGM BIB & STOP VALVES, 
MANUPACTURE EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
GAS-JOINTS, CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, ETC.; 
WROUGHT-IRON 
WELDED TUBE AND FITTINGS, 

BLACK AND GALVANIZED; 

BRASS, COPPER, LEAD, TIN, AND COMPOSITION TUBING; 
STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, 

And Every Description of Gas-Fitters Tools; 
CAST-IRON GAS-MAIN COCKS, 
WITH PATENT METAL PLUGS; 

GAS SLIDE AND SLUICE VALVES; 
CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES ; 
GAS-STOVES, REGULATORS, BURNERS, &¢. 


Large Pattern-Book and Price List of Gas-Fittings, 
price 7s. 6d., supplied on application. 
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ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with .many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 
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W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the M 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 


attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 


beg to call 


CKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Pire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.~- 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—-Zaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 
E. J. 


& J. PEARSON, 
DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 


STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 












JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes. 


N. DEFRIES, 


INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 


DRY GAS-METER. 


210.000 IN USE. 


WoRKS: 























DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. 
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WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER. 





CLASSES 24 and 53. 


PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS can now BE To 14 CANDLES. 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W. 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATDS, 


FOR CITIES, TOWNS, WILLAGES, %e., 
INVENTED AND MANUPACTURED ‘BY 


Ww. C. HOLMES & CQO, 
WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS of B. W. THURSTON’S IMPROVED SCRUBBER, CONDENSER, and WASHER, 
in use in many of the principal Gas- Works on the Continent. 


‘PATENTEES of the IMPROVED COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 
ESTIMATES, PLANS, and SPECIFICATIONS PREPARED for BUILDINGS and APPARATUS. 
Prospectus, Price Lists, &c., on application. 


LONDON OFFICES—57, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 


*.* Please address letters to Huddersfield. 
REPERENCES TO NEARLY 300 GAS-WORES. 


| ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERN OR. 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 





























| 
| METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 
| TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 





HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGO, 
| Begs to intimate that he is the ORIGINAL MANUFACTURER of 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES. 


| The Meters are protected by Registration on the 17th of December, 1864, under the “ Copyright of Designs Act.” 
They are much more durable, and at the same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
PRICE LIST AND TERMS ON APPLICATION. 


Agent for Ireland—Mr. J. FURNESS, 3, Fownes Street, DUBLIN. 





KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


AKA. 








KING BROTHERS beg especially to can tne attention of Gas Companies vo the superiority of their Retorts, whion are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
2 ay 1 A A os = 35" burning Retest, by be bye all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln eae aed 4 = apy bpp ii 
A? Y ; ° t care turing, combi ith the ad A o 
sabeting thom loos able to envbouton. y grea anufac' g, combined with the advantages in burning, a 
Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are al) Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbtidee.’ 


Agent in Ireland—Mr. JAMES FURNISS, No. 3, FOWNES STREET, DUBLIN. 
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 UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 








“ Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now 
in use.” 





Over 60,000 in action. 





MANUFACTURERS : 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, 
KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


WITH 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN & OLDHAM. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S. W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHT'S REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 


STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 
STANDARD PHOTOMETRIC AND OTHER TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the Continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
STREET-LAMP REGULATORS OF THE BEST CONSTRUCTION, 


Adjusted to any desired consumption. 


R. LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Iron-Works and Foundries, Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, | 
GLASGOW, EDINBURGH, 


Manufacturers of GASOMETERS & GAS APPARATUS of EVERY DESCRIPTION ; CAST- | 
IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY; || 
IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, & GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, & CISTERNS; | 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, &c.; | 
--WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam; GAS-METERS (Wet 
and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c.; 


| 
GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, & GAS-FITTINGS of every description ; 
| 
| 
| 




















LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 
norany uur. London Address: SOUTHWARK STREET (near Gt, Guildford St.), BORO’, 8.E. | 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
‘ PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without || 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC; | 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. || 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSEB, ‘| 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. | 








Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. ‘ 
Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c,, with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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